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{uud both teacher and pupil felt :slmT.

AN ORIGINAL GIRL.

went no farther, i
At lunch, Sarah's eyes opened very !
By Ohristine Faber. wide when she saw the stranger, and |
—_— ! when she heard Miss Burram address |
{ him, she took up the name as Casket, |
|

and Casket she continued to call him.
She speedily discovered the object of |
his punctual daily visit, and very soon |
after through her indef able |

CHAPTER XXXL

Miss Ashton's prediction about Mr.
Herrick wa fulfilled, thongh not with
‘l‘“:,“ll| ”|“., I:‘«‘””\I\'I‘”“‘,:' hi]‘;l.[ l(‘ll,"‘. ”_I‘[,‘l"l‘lzil :l'-'\~i|ll it was ;vlm-ll_\' well \i;m“nl'i“.”
IRERR ROk A0 ST DL ouf Rentonville that Miss Burram’s
morning after the incident ol the blow | (qapee had a private tutor. All the |
‘i‘“l h“l l'”"v““l”“" hmr“” “’l‘ :]“I.\‘““ll U more did Herrick and his daughter ive |
orm, being there confronted by Sarab | oo, that Miss Burram was obliged to |
\'\hu |;‘ul justarrive d {‘M \\]{ v“.\ 15 await ; hor Charge from the Public |
ing the attention ol iss Ashion. &

S Ah, Sarah!" said Herrick with |

the

gh- |

With the advent of Mr. Gasket _‘\Ii\i‘

o] 1y e [ ( ) » ) ' H

great urbanity, how do you do? ‘i Burram's own attitude toward her
[ am very 'f"“‘l~ Mr. Herrieik,” 1 Charge seemed to chan She spoke |
plied Sarah with a solemnity of tone | ¢ 7y 0 hore frequently at meals, par- |

tienlarly during dinne

and face befitting the announcement of
a great calamity ; an | then the Princi-
pal having aluted Herrick turned to

varions |

questions about the instruetion of the

A y day, thouzh Rache! well knew that Miss
Sarah.  Harah 5"""“_'“"" 8 note: Burram had been in the adjoining room
“It's from Miss Burram, mei. Ul the time that she and Mr. Gasket

Herrick pricked up his ears, and drew
his chair forward :

“ Miss Burram didn’t say as I was to
wait for an answer, mem, but mayhbe 1'd sod ‘ae Hardmsn. |
lu'l."".'“ a : L drove them, the girl enjoyed the outing |

That speech was an "’,l'““" » of Sarah's all the more; even though she could
to protract her stay in order to learn |, speak to him and he in turn did not

thi F toht eratify her eurios 1 |
BITRNS thing 'l!'” might gratity h¢ P ORERS soem to look at her, 1t was something of |
its.; but Miss Ashton was reading the

a consolation to be so near him. |
o ¢ : " . The route of the drive wasalways the

“No answer is required,’ she said, | (6 o poute that went out of the fas- |
and then she gurned to Herrick. hionable course in order to pass Her-

Sarah got up from her chair very
slowly, adjusting her shawl still more
slowly, and even taking time to feel in
her pocket for her handkerehief ; in
that way she overheard Herviek's open-
ing remark, and |u>rh;||n(h:|' gentleman
was not averse to her open cavesdrop-
ping, for without pretending to see her
he began immediately and with his voice
raisod a little and his tones very em-
phatie :

1 have come in reforence to the out
rage which has been put upon my
daughter by Miss Burram’ Charge.”
Miss Ashton turnod and looke L at Sarah,
repeating :

CPhere is no answi And Sarah
replying, ‘* Yes, mem, I understand,”
was fain to take ber way out.

A outrage, Miss Ashton, that cer-
tainly calls for some signal punish-
ment."’

“That outrage, “Mr. Herrick,'' re-
peated the Principal in tones just as
emphatic, ** has heen rep yrted to Miss
Burram, and here is her answer,’”’ plae-
ing the open note before him. Both young women had been enthusi-
¢ Miss AsHTON, | astic in their praise of Miss Burram’s

¢« Principal of Public Selool No. 1. | Charge for what she had done to Alida

“1 have received your communica- Horrick, and both had been equally
tion about my Chas , in order to sub- skeptical as to the reasons !Il:n_ Herrick
ject her no longer to contamination | assigned for her sudden taking from

wore in the library. She also began to
| have Rachel accompany her for a drive

evel ternoon immediately after the

tutor's departure

himself when he found never an order |

dered when he noted the punctual regu-
larity with which Miss Burram's elegant
equipage passed his store. It never |
failed exeept when the weather was ex-
ceadingly stormy, or, as Hervick grimly
soliloquized, when it was the first of the
month.
Other residents in Rentonville were
to remark the frequency and
the rogularity of Miss Jurram's drives
with her Charge, among them Miss Ged-
ding and Miss Fairfax, It almost
secemed, as young Greddin
as if the two young lad de it a
matter of duty to he within se inrdis-
tanee every afternoon when the Burram
equipage passed ; both Rose ond Har-
riet declared, however, that it was ac-
cording to mutual inclination they pre-
| Tonwed their walk to the fashionable
driveway instead of going directly home

beginning

the city.

from the olispring of those with whom | school. 3
dishonosty is paramount, and hypocrisy % I think fu.l' one« said Rose, “‘that
the chief ond of life, I withdraw her | Miss Burram's strong common sense has
from the Public school of Rentonviile | come to the rescue—she has discovered,
oven if she will not admit the fact, the
sterling qualities of her Chavge, and
she is going to safeguard the samo by
aving her taught at home."

“Orp,” put in her brother, ** Miss
Burram was so angry at having herself
ken of in such a manner before her

at once and forever.
S ReniLey Brewaw.”’

Herrick's commplexion hecame a trifle |
more sallow. i
S his, 1othink, is actionable,’”” he
gaid, “and with your permission, Miss

Ashton, I shall make a copy ol this ex- | \!'““. 3 . v
traordinary epistle ; the original, of ( h‘”%“.’ ”“.l,‘ she is not going to risk a
course, you will put on fille.” { '“I“"““':IL ¢ : .
The Principal bowed | But Rose and Harriet smiled their
Of course Sarah reported to her mis utter incredulity —of his view of the
tress all that she had heard, and to case ; to their minds Miss Burram had
Sarah's surprise Miss Burram laughed ; proved: herself A"“'“'“]'\' o ““l‘l‘"‘”'.l'
she laughed at the strange coincidence ent, and too defiant to eare for any one's
which brought Herrick and her note to | opinion.
Miss Ashton at the same time, and she |
hop d with all her heart that Miss Ash-
ton would let Herrick read the note.

CHAPTER XXXII,
Herrick's political power and his
Rachel had been informed at break- | finaneial success seemed to keep equal
fast of the change there was to be hence- | pace. His enterprise on the island sue-
forth in her life ; she was not alto,

her | eeeded beyond his most secret hopes,
pleased with the idea of having a teach- | and his astuteness in politics convineed
er in the house, and she pecretted, now | even his sneering opponents of his abil-
that she had began to have friends ity in that particular.

among her classmates, being obliged to Gradually, by means known alone to
give them up.  She knew, oo, that she | himself and his trasted henchmen, ho
should miss the school life, but there | won to his following many even of the
was 1o appeal from Miss Burram's flinty | Reform Party, and the [»Inlilim(l situa-
decision, and she went into the library | tion of New Utterton was fast becoming

after breakfast to try to forget in read- | that of a ring rule with Herrick as the |

ing, both regret and foreboding. head and brains of the ring. Proposi-

The Herricks v it out that Rachel | tions for sewers, new streets, and im-
Minturn huud to leave the school for | proved driveways, adopted with start-
what she had done ; otherwise Mur. Her ling rapidity by the whole Board of
rick would have had her dismissed, a il | dDupervisors, were all made by Heorrick,
with this salve to her wueh injured md the honds for the same flooding the
pride, Alida once more held her Lioad Township were all neg tiated through
very high, and asserted her «olf with re- | Herrick. So great was his reputation
doubled haughty assumption. becoming

or investing money to advan-
age, that ovenold, miserly, hard souled

= s . t
[he address in the city to which 5 g
Rhoett came to him one day with a pro

Havdman went the next day was a b . ;
nosal to take from a bank every cent ol

eau for teachers; when he return d to \ >0.000 P %

y g s money, S ( sive \p

Rentonville he was wecompanied by a b AR AR b I'. ”“,‘ “‘\\' it to Hor
1 \ - rieck to 1r 5 1 \ o

small, spare man th an English com : to invest for him in New Utterton

Sewer lmprovement Bonds, which paid

plexion and very iinglish loocing whis i
3 per cent, more than the bank, and

ers,

e ter a pretense of not being |
“ My. Peroi Gasket.' his letter o ¢ Bl
: 1.>, Porcival Ga " his lotter of | 4 aaoor for the money, accepted the |
introduction from the barcau named | roposal 5
W watle 1 10 hae y - o .
him, a ontleman who had taken e Yot Herrick was not happy ; with all

in Oxford, and who had tanght suecess he had failed to attract to

him the desirable wople of Rentor
ary, in New Ingland, which position \l]““_l gt Al s A

hal been resigned only because Mr.

« two terms in a Young Ladies’ Semin

he had failed even to compel their
he was still smarting under
of the Onotomah Club to
make him a member, and ha felt sorve
over the faet that such families as the

i recocattion
Giasket objected to being a resident | (he

tutor. When interrogated by  Miss
Burram, Mr. Gasket pr fossed himselt
abundantly competent v instantly

refusal

Goddings and Fairfaxes had withdrawn

their patronage from him, not that he
steuctor of Miss Burram's Charge ; the | ayped for the financial lo Y involved
course for the present to comprise the | ni

ready to enter upon his duties as in

elementary studies with a preparatory | had plased him above all dependence

course for the higher mathematics,

upon his store—he only retained tho
Miss Burram decided to accept and in h

- store as a blind, that the public might
stall him at once; the library was to be i

tho schoolroo
led Mr. Gask

“Your teacher, Mr.
Miss Burram to her ast
who had not expected

and thither, when she |

) : vis revenue—but it was the fact of the
she found Rachel,

ceut intended by those families in the

t every membor of those f
fomal

well as male, was a staunch

sudden an induction to her new lite, wnd | adherent of the

while she stood looking with some em irritating ovidence in the weekly moet

barrassment at the little man, she was | ings which the Reform Party still con
thinking in a confused way ol the naut tinned to hold and at whic b the ladies
ical nomenclature |

s name sucwested ; | were most approving and promineat
a nomenclature she h wl learned so well | listeners

from Hardmam; bnt that very faet Herrick took what small comfort he
found favor with hor. To her over-im- | might in the thought that

some of his
aginative mind it secmed to connect | opponents, not Whly Miss Burram, would
this stranger with Tom, and by the be financially hurt by approashing
time Miss Burram had said:

as
sossmoents for the widening of certain

“« And this is your pupil, my Charge, | stroets, and other improvements on the
Mi Mintven,” Rachel found herselfl | line of their property. But all that was
smiling a little. too small a revenge—he craved Miss

CAL 12 o'eloek, continued the lady, i Burram's magnificent place in order to
“you will accompany Miss Minturn to | make of it that which would and musé
lunch.” | drive the exclusive and arvistoeratic
Then Miss Burram went through the { Onotomah Club from its quarters. e
folding-doors into the adjoining apart- | had little hope that any assessment on
ment. leaving the doox slightly open, | Miss Burram's proverty would make

| was closed, | ner. She was not quite so0 uneasy

| chaser could offer would buy it."”
rick's store, and Hardman smiled to | Herrick seemod uneasy ; he retreated | the Geddings' kitehen, and assured her-

to change the route ; and Herriek won- | hand nervously , then, as if he had | that Miss Burram's property is to have

| again and said slowly :

slyly hinted, |

when they eame from the high school in |

necess in other lines of business |

still consider it as the chiel means of |

withdrawal of their custom. He knew |

wnilies, |

Reform Party 3 he had |

[ : : 4
her sell, and thus far all the derogatory pack to the room she had left, shutting | vou are a good woman, ifﬂd don’t you l that my impecunious cousin should he
pumors he had eaused to be put in cir- | the door behind her. Herrick’s last | have any fear of my hurting you, but I | employed l? give lessons to some one of
eulation about her seemed to havelittle | words were ringing in her cars. think you had better not tell anybody l that name.

offeet.  So far as he could hear there o Sometimes  a  eourt-room is the | what you heard through that keyhole. | ‘1 nnifl to lllr\'S("ll'. Mr. Herrick, * A
was no more disposition on her part to | means of bringing to light much that Good niglnL.!” Aund he strode away, | very eurious coincidence il.ult'l'«l" but 1
sell her place now, than there had been | one might desire to remain hidden.” the same big, h’l:nnl -MII.IIO on his face made no such |‘1‘Illk{l'li to him ; it mig
when Renton's agents approached her. “ But he knows nothing,”" she said to | that he 18d during his interview with | have 1]‘1}_"'!1('“!'11 him from giving
But when the matter and amount of the { hersclf, ** and nothing can bring that to | Miss Burram. any uunlu!unt_'ﬁ ﬂll'(l I really have
various assessments was finally decided | light ; nothing.” “Oh, Lord!" gasped S:“'“h_ as she | hope of winning his entire confidence iy
upon, he 'luu-rmimulun«-um.m'- to beard Sarah had gone to the kitchen in a | saw him stride away, voand I've told | time. He seems to have a prefere
Miss Burram. That lady received him | very uneasy and wondering frame of Maria all about it.”" . | for our house § I suppose because 1 ha
in the room which openced from the | mind.  Her wonder arose from what she | Thoughts of returning to Maria 1o | a sympathetie way that always did
library where her Charge bad just be had overheard through the keyhole, caution her to secrecy ”ll‘l'jl through | lonely bhachelors,

cun the lessons of the day with My, | and her uneasiness beeause she knew her mind, but the lateness of the hour, | ¢ I'll write to yon again just as
Gasket, Hoerrick heard the sound of | that Herrick had detected her eaves- | and the fear that she might be \}‘illll“'l | as 1 get any more news,”’

the voices even after the folding-door dropping in that mean and wicked man- { at home, pl'nl\wnlwd. <o she hurricd on,

determined to run over the next even- | Herrick flung the letter

ing with her warning to Maria. | « There is nothing in that,” he said
'he next evening, however, ln'n\-.-nl himself, ** there are probably hund,
too late, for hardly had Sarah left the | of Minturn’s in the world beside
Geddings' kitehen whie Maria was on | Burram's Charge, still, the o
her way to tell Miss dding the news | shown by that Englishman, «
that Sarah had brought. Miss Ged- | Hubrey writes, would seem  to ind

[ have come, Miss Barram,”’ he be- | about what her mistress thought ; her
nat once, without waiting to be | mistress had not actually caught her in
asked to seat himself, or offering to do | the act of listening, she was hopeful
50, *“ to learn if you have any desire to | her somewhat inconsistent 4»\;)!;11\:\(]»;1.
sell your property ; it you have, I think | had been wepted,  Bhe was hursting
[ can guarantee a purchaser who will | with the desire to tell Hardman and ’ ! 5
eive a price saflicient to leave a hand- | Mrs. McElvain what she had aceident- | ding lost little time in (tilllllj_'; her w something ; but no ; women alwa
some profit on your original 1vest- | ally (?) ove vheard, but she was afraid { brother, and before »uunn of the next | gegerate these things ; the Mr. G
ment."’ ‘«-i(!n-r of them, and espeeially Havd- | day fTerrick himself got rumors ',ll | she writes of might be pacing
Miss Burram had remained standing | man, might divine how she had over- | wrathful nmln*r‘in;;\ against such high- | to get some relief from her
almost against the door she had just | heard, and so she simply kept up the [ handed proceedings |'.,\' the newly ")“"" | tongue without offending her, 1
closed as if for the pur,mn-ul'nwnm;ti“ | pretense of having been hurt by her ‘ ed Board of Supervisors. He smiled, | Herrick began to tear the let

ing what might be overheard from the )l collision with Herrick, in which Mrs. | hardly knowing \\'Iw(hvr !u lh"-nl; the | opder to fling the fragments i

next room, but at Herrick's question | MeElvain advised the strongest kingd of { news had come 1n the first instance | waste basket, when a second tl

she took a step forward, and looked at | a mustard plaster for Sarah's shoulder | from Miss Burram In-l'wll., or from In:r | stopped him ; instead of doing o

him with a glare in her eyes that re- | before Sarah should retir gossiping servant. In either case it | destruetion to the letter, he

minded him somewhat uncomfortably of [ Before the hour of retiring, however, | did not trouble him much, for v

the insane Katharine Pearson. i | Sarah found it absolutely necessary to { shortly the news of all the intended as
|

¥ | large morocco case from his b
| pocket and opening it, placed Mrs,
gessments would be published 3 and | Hubrey's letter with sundry
very shortly, such news was promulgat- | P~'l"""‘- .
ed, and lond and exceedingly wrathful | In due time the publication of
murmurs were heard on all sides. But | forthcoming assessments  was  nd
Herrick smiled the more ; thus far his | two columns in the Rentonville 'l
power was too great Lo be hurt by any | and a column of editorial matter
| quite recovered himself, he advanced | a street cut through it right next to the ‘ immediate lu('xinu of the taxpayers of | ing the advanta
| "Notmah Club, and the street is to take , the township.
|
{
|

“No! Mr. Herrick, I do not wish to | visit the Geddings' cook.
sell my property ; no sum than any pur- | ** And what do you think, Maria ?
| she burst out the moment she entered

a step, and worked the fingers of one | self that Maria was alone, *“ I heard

s which must
from such magnificent improve
but nobody was deceived by thet

| “ Miss Burram, I have come to you | part of the Club's property too—spoil- —

| as a friend ; your property hare will be | in'such beautiful places, and Miss Bur- CHAPTER XXXIIL | approval, for evory body who did

| heavily assessed in a short time ; before | ram and the Club will have to pay One morning in Mr. Herrick's con- | know, divined that the paper was b
the fact of such assessment becomes | Money poside just because their land is | stantly increasing mail there was a | by Herrick's party.  Lists of tl
known you had better accept the offer en. Now isn't that a burnin’ shame, | ]!ll'.h}‘]l'!lvl' with a London postmark. | fected improvements were post

| of a purchaser which I am prepared to | even if Miss Burram has ways that's 1 The penmanship of the envelope was | fences, and in some instance

| make you." | past finding out 2" very small and utterly anfamiliar. He | tacked even to the lampposts ;1

|+ Assessments ! repeated Miss Bur- | "4 Where did you hear all that 2" | tore it open. and turning to the last of | could say that ample notice wa

ram, in a tone of slight surprise, and | asked Maria, stopping short with the | cight closely-written pages of mnote | given, and nobody could say that 1
with a calmness that put Herrick some- chair she was bringing to the fire for | paper, he found the signature, ‘‘Kitty tonville would lack anythingin t!
what off his guard, *‘be good enough, | Sarah. Sarah waved the chair back. | Hubrey."” | of improvements after the pr
Mr. Horrick, to tell me for what pur-| ** [ couldn't think of sittin’, Maria, |  For a moment he was puzzled, hav-| should have been executed.  But
| pose my property is to be assessed.”’ it's almost 9 o'clock, and as you knows, | ing absolutely forgotten that he had | of the residents did say, and say v )
[ [

Aeain  the storekeeper fidgeted ;‘{ I always goes to Miss Rachel's room | gver known anybody of the name, then | uncertain wrath in their tones,
workit his fingers and hrushing the | about that hour : but I'll tell you just | the identity of the writer flashed upon | most of the impaovements were
isw.mt hair from his forehead, before he | how 1 know what I'm tellin’ you; old | him, He uttered an exclamation of | to put money into the pockets of
answered @ | Herrick himself told it to Miss Burram, | disgust; to his mind, Mes. Hubrey's | Supervisors and their friends

". “ Remember, Miss Burram, it is in all ‘ and T just chanced to be in the way of | letter could have no other motive than | they intended to award the «
| friendliness I come to you now, to save | overhearin’ it, and T heard him tell her | a feminine desire for Rentonville news,
you from great pecuniary loss if you { she'd better sell her property Though why she should have deferred | when they found that a part of t
will take my adviee—"" ‘ « And will she sell 2" asked Maria j gratifyiug her desire till more than beautiful grounds was to be taken

“ MThe purpose of the assessments,’’ | with a-kind of breathless aagernéss. three years had elapsed, Herrick did | utterly unnecessary strect, and
she interrupted in softer tones than she | ““Sell 27" repeated Sarah, never | not stop to question; he turned back | they were to be assessed therefor, we
“1:\1[ y.ol' used, :l'ml which again threw while she draws a living |m':\_1||. I{to the beginning of the letter reading | furious in their anger.

{ her visitor off his guard, ** Tam waiting | heard her tell the same old Herrick no | in an indifferent, almost contemptuous t Mpr, Fairfax proposed an indig
‘ to hear those, Mr. Herrick.”  And Her- | money could buy her place.” manner : | meeting of all the residents who |
\I‘i&l; launched at once into what at the “Well, well,”” said Maria with many « Dear Mr. Herrick,—I suppose I am similar grievance, and speedily the tow

The members of the Onotomah ( )

“

lw;;inn'm;,:_nf the visit he had almost | solemn shakes of the hmd., “sn't it all | ¢po Jast person in the world you would | was placarded with annou
made up his mind not to tell. \ very queer now, Sarah ?’ o |

« The road in front of your grounds | “It's that queer, Maria, that I can't
here is to be widened ; that will necessi- | understand about Miss Burram at all,
tate the taking of several feet of your | Here she is a-takin' that Charge of hers
land : of course, the town will pay you | out ridin’ every afternoon, and havin’
for it, but y 11 be so heavily assessed | her in the parlor \-‘-'\!t‘}'.\'ﬂﬂtl:x}'1-'.'011'11\;:,

for the improvement on that same land | bosides payin’ Mr. Casket to come (o

icements that

expeet a letter from, and you certainly | such a _“'""“‘“;i was to be hel
are the last person I ever expected to | 10 stirring language, calling  upor
write to: but I think I have something | every taxpayer to protest by his
to write about that will interest you, as { ence at that meeting against t

it interests me. posed outrages by the present Board
Supervisors. The names of Fairfax an
N

! : . Do . s - | Notner, and several other member {
that you will lose far more than you will | teach her, and all the time actin' as if 2 Lo, A, .-\l‘, we, or | 4o Onotomah Club, were appended.
aain." there was no relationship between | l.llhlr‘ , for Mr. Hubrey never goes in- | A5 annotiioamant.of the S aatine i
“ Ah ! said Miss Burram quietly. them ; at least, she never gives out no | WOISASI have made the acquaintance | 1.4\;(4-11 just oulside of Mr. He vick's
“ Bat that is not all,”" went on -Mr.‘ relationship. ~ And sometimes, Maria, of a middle-aged—perhaps I ought to | door : he smiled when he read it, bu
| Herrick, suddenly hopeful that he was | when T wake in the night, T just think I h?y gy hllm"v\“ a8 l'v.».ll‘y haa hair| set him to thinking, and that »~m.~~- ven
| winning her, ** it has also been decided | can see Miss Burram's jewels, that she Vo has very much of a white turn in | o ¢4 him in Notner's parlor, giv-
| to eat a street through your land where | has in the safe (lvpu\“ vault in the city 1, f‘ml .)“‘ face is protty wel] ‘Y”“H“:‘. | ing
| it adjoins the Onotomah Club property. —I told you how 1 seen them once ;suei { oo Eng 1~'hu|.|n. bysie n':mu-nl (':M“'.t'
| That of course will take several feet, jewels—flamin’ and beautiful like sers | ”“r,:,l' k8 oyes: wers distended, ** Gas-
and as in the other instance I have just | pents’ eyes—all pearls and diamonds, | ket ' was only a letter removed from |
mentioned, while you will be compen- and she a-wearin' imitation ones."’ ! “!“ gne “Vh“‘h.'\;\.‘nh gave of the tutor
sated, your assessment will be so hizh |  Maria gave several more shakes of her | of Miss Burram’s Charge.
| that you will be a heavy financial | head to testify how deeply she sym-  And Mer, Gasket,”” went on the let-
| loser.”” { pathized with the speaker. And then 1 ter, ‘ when he learned in the course ol
| ¢CAR!"” said Miss Burram again, as | Sarah, looking at the clock, declared | Our conversation that I was from Amer-?
quietly as before, then in very soft ‘
| tones she asked :

““ Here, in London, where we have !
been living for the last

\

ing his card to the solemn-looking ser-
'1 vant,

i Noter read with an amuse
his eyebrows ‘* Bilber Herrick,
just below the name in pen il, **'On
very secret and important business
| seeret and important to commit to Wi
ing."”

she must go ; she hardly waited to say ica, sa’d he once had a very interesting | gajd [l”*l““‘“"l \;‘l‘l"ll'll\'l"‘.:if Il“l.\:.-\““'. \\‘\‘ it
good night, Zin her haste to get away, 1 acquaintance with a young American, ! ine. who wunlwu irresol ',“'-mv “1 o

¢ 1s my property the only one to be | but fate delayed her, for not a half-| and then he stopped short and sighed, oat i i i
| assessed in this manner ?'’ ; dozen rods from the Geddings' house | and I ventured in my sympatliy to ask
[ Oh, dear, no; if this interesting acquaintance was a

loath to take such an unusual message.
“It's an extreme case, Matt,'" the

gentleman went on, laughing at Matt's

perplexity, *“and T have a woman

curiosity to know what this man’s bu

y | ness can be with me."’

But there was no trace of «
smile when he confronted his visitor : he
was solemn to severity. Herrick rose

| with perfect self-possession, and hegan
| very coolly :

* My business is in referenee tothe
proposed assessment on the property ol
the Onotomah Ciub ; there is one way

there are several | she ran against Herrick.
| others: the Onotomah Club will lose as | “ Ah, Sarah!"” he said, ‘' thisis not | lady. You see, Mr. Herrick, 1 was
much ground as you will for the cutting the first time we have met to-day." | justified in asking such a question be-
| through of that street.” Sarah was too breathless and too un- ; cause Mr. Gasket is an unmarried ma
| “¢ And these measures have all been comfortably surprised to reply ; her un-, but he kind of bridled up and repli
|
|
|

| taken by the newy elected Board of | comfortable surprise not being lessened
Supervisors 2" Her voice was still soft | by a peculiarly cunning expression in
i and more indicative of surprise than any | Herrick’s eyes, which as they happened |

}

that it was a gentleman, a young sea-
captain, by the name of Minturn. You
may be sure then that I bridled up, and
to be near a street lamp she saw quite cried, * Minturn! Why there was the

|, feoling somewhat that | plainly.  Herrick continued, but he | strangest kind of a mystery named
the ground which he thought he had he lowered his voice to a significant Minturn in_the shape of a_little girl,
gained was slipping from him. whisper : the eharge Zof an eccentric old maid
« A Board I believe, Mr. Herriek, of “ Perhaps Miss Burram did not sus- named Burram, in the very place 1

other feeling.
Herriek bowe

; & A q . by which & i ‘hance of the propet

which you, Me. Herrick, are the kead | pect that you were listening at the key- | came from, Rentonville.”  And can ll,l.‘.lh\. |-”| dll\“” :m,l“ i .I”“" oy

and front 2" | hole, Sarah ; and I am not going to t N Jaunched forth and told him everythi i e avoided, and of course the assess
? ? going to tell him everything | jent averted. That way is neither by

ITe smiled a great, bland smile that | her, neither by word of mouth, nor by I had ever heard about Miss Burram.
wd to take in even his expansive | @ little note which I might have writ- | You know, Mr. Herrick, I owe that
{ chin. ten if I had not met you; but tell me, | Same Miss Burram a grudge for the
Tﬂl‘.llll, what you heard through that | Wiy she treated Mr., Hubrey and me
keyhole 2’ | when we called upon her in relation to | ¢ ow m A
Sarah was erying : | i public |vll,~'i|ln-w L el ljl\]‘,v_ | 1111‘.\ 'u.\\n.“ ['he plan is the sale ol Miss
| having in my capacity of such member- | “Oh, Mr. Herrick, you wouldn’t hurt Gasket how nobody knew where her | i o
ship  obtained  information which it | @ l;'ml' woman He interrupted her l Charge camo from and how she treated
micht be beneficial to you to know, I with a slight show of impatience : her Charge, and everything any of the . :
eame to impart it."” “Haven't 1 told you ll shall not say | Rentonville folk said .ulu\ulh]“-r? ‘_.\1:::; ‘ “‘lll. }“f’," without taking any from the
“ Thank you, Mr. Herrick ;" her anything about you, but you must tell | what do you think occurred then, Mr. | SO
| voice was no longer soft, and Herrick's | M@ all that you heard through that ' Herrick 2 Why

S0

indignation mectings, nor by any appeal
to the courts, I havechosen te disc
this plan to you rather than to any
other member of the Cluab, for reasons ol

“ You arve pleased to do me too much
{ honor, Miss Burram ; I am only a mem-
ber of the Board of Supervisors, and

|
{
|
|
|

The purchaser who
desires it is willing to have the new
street cut ““lil'('\}' through her part

Notner scemed to be impatient.

, Mr. Gasket got right

‘6T $hia t :
bie, bland smile, that had remained keyhole. | up from the sofa where we were both | hu-i|I]: hl\:i:‘\ g UL RReES ‘[‘”"l ”“:'”"“
F 4 : 5 i AN siness w v 3t is 80 fap .
after he had ceased speaking, instantly | ~ Sarah tremblingly and tearfully told | SitUing, and walked up and 1me it is so far from hel

down the | 4 i ¢ ot
. * | eithe “ warcely Jlicible to
{ | room without saying a word, and when | 0 or, that it is scarcely intelligible L
“Umph!” he said, adding, ‘““ You | he got through pacing the room like a Wi One moment. Mr. Notner,’’ and

with an emphasis on the word that made hayve not been in my store sinee the el- lunatie, he said he'd have t

| | A N { ; / i 3 s | ) St d have to go. And | sEptiok Gl -k RS :

| him silently grate his teeth, ** come to t ection, Sarah. ‘ o he did, as calmly as though there had }::(::“fll‘]l]l‘:m'IIL( lm, “'"‘:“ ‘r‘ hi"‘l ot
) y stated yet. SO ar ave

|

|

|

departed. him.
“ The news you have so kindly,"

{ impart, has been of no benefit to me!| *No,"” she answerec with ar apr not been a pretty big stir is feel- A

M!ln"' than to make me know more sure- | to ber eyes. sl L il ings. ! y big stir to his feel- | made but a ]”-"\]“n“mr}- explanation,

Iy your character. I shall fight in the | ¢ Because they are all | ‘ :'."d even that is not yet completed.
your house 2" he asked. She nodded | though T thought it was 1"‘2’ e i lhn. end, ¢ :

rainst me in “ Now, that is not all, Mr. Herrick,

courts the taking of any of my pro-
| perty.”

v good deal of |

|
« Well,Sarah don't you stay away from | Gasket came to me with a letter which | 3
A A y fr v which | peppick knew that he was only study-
| ing him the closer.

“ As you choose, Miss Burram,” |

Herrick had recovered his blandness | my store on that aceount; you drop in | he said was from a cousin of his ; he
and he was smiling again,—** but 1 | whenever you can, aud let me know any read a portion of it fer me. 1 couldn’t i} . . 2
would advise you to pause before you ‘ item of news you can pick up about | sit still while he was reading ;1 just had l\ '“ b 0 l,nvv»
o tocourt ; sometimes a court-room is | Miss Burram, through keyholes or in | to fidg and fidget, for i\'h:n,’ do you rmnt SEALL £ -(“ sell, e
the means of brimging to light mueh that l any other way, and I'll do nothing to think ? this cousin of his, Mr. Gasket | :l,l“!" g .'uul' ““wr“|~ LRlor -n.llmlk
one might desire to remain hidden. | harm  you. You're a good woman, | tation here is suflsring ; she 1s OF°
|
|

also, is the tutor of Rachel Mintur
: : ; tato ¢ Minturn, | stantly inc i w dislike ; or
Sarah ; now that teacher that Miss Bur- Miss Burram’s Charge. And the way vl the s'\{(ﬂl'tl;l'“llrl\:ll‘“f‘hl'l\‘l'“ el Gking

ram has for her Charge—""' Mr. Gasket—I mean the cousin—de-
“ Mr. Casket,”” put in Sarah. seribed Miss Burram and Miss Min-

‘ her knees with her ear to the key-hole, “Mr. Casket, repoated Herrick, | turn, and the library where they have | = S f
| and the noise of his stumble, it was al- smiling at the grim  association called | the lessons, and the way Miss Burram s “; .IHWL(-.( {n lm} e Imn_el o0 e
most a complete fall, with the half-sup- | up by Sarah's pronunciation of the remains the next room all the time | pocket of his cont, which contained the
vressod seroam of Sarah and the \-\-! name. ‘*This Mr. Casket, on what (HLOTODEY G0
| olamation of Herrick, brought Miss | terms is he at the house—I mean does Vi . 4
| Burram into the hall. But the store- Miss Bnrram talk to him much, and conversation, as Mr. Gasket, 1 should | . ioati ol 'llr|\iill|,
; keeper was striding to the door without where did she get him 2"’ have told you, Mr. Percival Gasket, | (.‘mmm“”l“tl_m.' referring to :\.h'\‘\ _)l.”"_
| looking behind him and Sarah was lean- “1fe eame from the eity _Jeem | says, ncarly made me seream. And 1 [ .,un,tam WiiSH “]N-‘““\m (l-ls‘lvlm““h
| ing against the balustrade of the stair | brought him, and he comes overy repeated a good deal of what I had said d.)lllm 1er “.‘ the residents of Renton-
rubbing her shoulder. mornin’ at 9 o'clock and st till 2, before, and Mr. Gasket, Tudor Gasket, | \,] “-”“lt s 1 bo \V"‘!"\'.'“m"'.m hBp dis-
Ol mem," she said, when Herrick | except Saturdays and Sundays; and he | listened in a very troubled way, and l' 1 l-fmm' Before FRuaLYiiE ””1‘ c““”””_ni
| had let himsell out, ‘‘I was goin'| has lunch with Miss Burram and Miss made up my mind, Mr. Herrick, that he ; l‘\(;!t“m, I called in all friendliness upot
| through the hall a-mindin’ of my own | Raehel, and Miss Burram just talks to | Was connected with Miss Hu\:rnm u|: A»hss ok g t'l-y usge upon, e g ;?d-
| business when Mrp. Herrick came out [ him a little at table, and he and Miss Miss Minturn in some manner, vH(- YRltags oL EiLE !“:" Pu‘.lml‘y' Rl
| that sudden that he pitched into me, | Rachel has their lessong in the library, said to me after alittle : treated my proposition “Al.[h L "
mem ; indeed, mem, 1 think me shoulder | and Miss Burram stays all the time in ‘¢ ¢ T thought you would be interested Aens by praplasa fov X8 S
| is broke." the next room with the door open a ' Mrs. Hubrey, so I brought the lottc;‘ f"l‘“lk‘l'.\'l.\‘lt i I.mufo, SL ALY fm..'
Whatover Miss Burram thought of | little between them, just so she can | and read it to you. Of course, it if*v.ill-‘!l thet direct commusioation WA Lo

| Good morning !" :
re—1I am speaking
| now as a man and a father—she ought

to change her residence. I have here

He went out so quickly that he
| stumbled over Sarah, who had been on

“ . ;
thev*re having tho Tessons. (ust asi | a private communicis
i ) g lessons, just asif she | tion from a friend in London,'—Not~

| was afraid they'd have any ¢ ra b |
‘ ) : y contraband | nap gave a slight start

(

Saral's action she did not say, she only | hear I suppose.” a coincidence that I should h: I imagine thatshe would hoot g
84 ) . ave known t ¢ 3 advi
Voanlad ot bon o sionant ond thon =g ‘4 ol von _Sarg g 1 qa afara | seme one of the name of Minturn, and Omng fom 0“’ yoR mlght ( %
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Notner jumped to his feet, pulling
the bell that chanced to be near his
hand s0 violently that all three of the
middle-aged; solemn-looking retainers
rushed into the room together.

++ One, or all of you,"" hesaid sternly,
« ghow this person to the door,”

Herrick neither lost his self-possess-
jon nor his smile,

« [ assure you, my good men, there
is no necessity for your presence here,
1 have not sought to harm your mas-
ter."’

+ No, but you have sought to harm
a lady's reputation. Show him to the
door immediately."”

Whereupon two of the attendants
grabbed Herrick by the arms, and
urged him forward, and when he would
have spoken, one of them said with
golemn sternness :

« Not another word, sir,"” and Her-
rick found himself in the hall with tho
parlor door shut behind him, nor did
either of the attendants leave him till
they had put him out on the steps, and
thrust the door in his face,

Herrick shook himself and smiled
again ; while he had not anticipated
such summary treatment, neither had
he vxpm-md a very frieadly roception,
and as his object had been solely to
stir up Mr. Notner with regard to Miss
Burram, he felt, having observed Not
ner's searce purn-rp!ihlu start, that he

had succeeded.  And whether Notner |

did or nid not tell the othor members of
the Club, he was almost certain that
something would be told to Miss Bur-
ram which wounld have more weight
than it it had como to her directly from
him.

TO BE QONTINUED,

.. .

A PRIEST'S STORY

Some few years ago, as we were eross- |

ing the Atlantie, several passengers re-
lated a thrilling experiend
lives to entertain and amuse a siek man

one Mr. Gibson, who, poor fellow,
was subject to melancholia,

The story-tellers werea parish priest
an Irish oflicer, an English solicitor and
a journalist—all, like myself, Ca

This is the priest’s story @

¢ When [ was in charge of St, O
burg’'s Mission at Sherborne, Tmet wit
many pathetic incidents It
few, if any, were more
the *Story of the Child
Sarmiento.”

“ It was the Fe
first saw Pietro (or
was familiarly ealled )
itself on its devotion to our dear wnd
Blessed Lady, and her feasts wer
peculiarly joyous and bright, Mav beir

observed as a universal festival,  One
May a religion
ly lent a miracu

*ONZTE

lous blac
which we crowned th white ro wnd
||‘|-:-xl1|w,\\ Mary's Chapel \11 the

_,».»;,liunnlm’\ ¢ ¢ to make t

ts to it, and yne of ther

ted to keep it altogether, and

y disappoin ed when they found
that it could not be,

“One evening as I went into the
shurch I noticed a b
placing a beautiful te
shrine. Something in th

his dark eyes touched me
they had the wistful expression ol
m. He told me

dog's—and I spoke
that his father had been a Neapolita
fisherman 1§ n 1t y sail

with him on the sunlit bay and that
night he and his mother waited f
in vain —he never came homoe ; his boat
had gone down. ‘He never bought me
macearoni again. Then mother died,
and Unele Paolo, t sherd, tookn

and I saw Rome. n Christmas
came I went with the Piffrari. We
played on our pipes and the forest
gave us silver, Unele Paolo drew a
had number in the lottery, and Aunt
Giulia talked him into letting me go
to England with the Padrone, and,
Father, I am here.’

“+ Art happy or unhappy '

“ ¢ Neither, Father. I am like the
English sky most often neither grey
nor blue. But I would be happy i
Madonna would give me somethir /

“ ¢ (Give you what, little son?

‘Lot La Stella come to chure!

“ My interest was roused. L
Stella was a young actress who ha
risen like a rvocket. Her beauty, he
genius, her moods were talked of ; bu
no one spoke of her faith. * Do yo
know her ?' I asked.

“ He nodded. *‘Know her? Yes
as one knows the sun when it warn
vou, ripe grape when one is athirst. M
Father, listen. When La Stella w:
little Stella she used to play under ca
vas here in your Kngland —here, the
and everywhere ; and she was like
singing bird, was Stella. Her paren
were both of this company, al
one night the barn in  whi
they acted ‘* The Merchant of Venice
caught fire, and Stella’s mother W
badly burnt 3 so was her father wh
he tried to save her. Both died ;2
Stella, she stood all aloneunder t
stars, and she thought to hersel
* Both gone. God has forgotten
Why should 1 go to chureh ? ' So s
went no more on the feasts—no ;
. whon she was called B
amous Juliet.” She was very
to me when she was the little stroll
ws  me she gave

eve

It she came acr
cakes and smiles, and once she shal
a florin with me. I am still the sat
[ 2o up and down the streets with I
Tina, Bina and Beppo, the white m
and they dance to ]'\]vli\(n'\ mu
But she is what they call a ' sta
I saw her name on the big posters.
comes here to be Guiletta in a we
And, look you, Father, she wrote
the Padrone and told him to bring n
me to the theatre. She said t
wanted to seo her little friend. |
awake at nights wondering what
give her. Then all at once a Vv
said to me : ** Thou art poor, bub
Lady is very rich. MThou can ask
anything from the Treasury of e
Ask her to give La Stella the Wi
come to Mass once more.” Th
saved up the soldi and hought this
and [ have asked the black Madon
hear me. Think you she will,
Father 2"

“T glanced from the carven fa
the Mother of Pity, dark with
smoke of ages, to the brown face ¢

boy
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