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THE INDIGNITY OF PARLIAMENT.

What would happenin the Imperial Parliament if
a situation were created similar to that created at
Ottawa by Mr. Fowler's threat to expose the connec-
tion of members and supporters of the Government with
wine, women and graft? The member making such
threats would instantly be ordered by the Speaker to
withdraw his words. If he refused so to do, and, fur-
ther, declined to undertake to make definite charges,
the .\'pr:lk(:r would name him, and the leader of the
House would forthwith move that he be suspended from
the service of the House. The member would retire in
disgrace and the incident would be over.

What happened at Ottawa? Mr. Fowler made an
ugly threat, which, under the circumstances, was 4@s
discreditable to himself as it was prejudicial to un-
named but clearly understood members of the Govern-
ment. He was neither checked by the Speaker nor
rebuked by the Prime Minister. Herein lies the shame
of Parliament. No publicist, in the House of Commons
or out of -it; seems to have put his finger on the spot
where the outpouring of mud should have been stopped.
The fact that the ruling powers did not immediately
squelch Mr. Fowler has done more damage to the good
name of Parliament than Mr. Fowler's threat. Organs
of the Government declare that Mr. Fowler must make
good his threat or back down. The people to make him
do it are the Speaker and the Prime Minister. Neither
has done anything to deal with Mr. Fowler.

It is time that non-partisan friedds of public res-
pectability uttered their protest against the indignifi-
cation of Parliament and the hurt of Canadian repu-
fation abroad. There does not seem a pin to choose
between the parties at Ottawa. The Prime Minister’s
deprecation of the worship of rumor was well timed.
But Parliament is overlaid with something heavier than
a crop of meére rumor. A weak Speaker is not the

least of its di\‘:id\':m%gr\. He makes ruling which
members challenge afd defy, and ignores what  he
should' ruthlessly suppress. In the main, a country
gets exactly the govermance it deserves. It is hard to
understand what Canada has done to deserve such an
impotent Parliament as that which so persistently dis-
credits itself—except that Canada elected it. Take one
phase of the present era of discredit—the attitude of poli-
ticians to the Insurance Commission. Its earliest critics

being witness, the Commission has produced:a report
worthy of a tribunal distinguished by the name ‘‘Royal.”
But Mr., Foster, an ex-Cabinet Minister, is permitted,
without protest from the Prime Minister, to charge .t
with heing the servile: creature of a diabolical con-
spifacy to ruin himself.. Mr. Foster reposés behind an
adamant fall of complacency, which no instrument of
the Crown can pierce. Does faith anywhere exist  in
the probing capacity of the House of Commons? Res-
pect is due to Royal .Commissions. The Insurance Com-
mission has not formulated charges against members
of Parliament in their Parliamentary capacity. It has
stated the facts, and left them to speak for themselves.
The most damning thing said by. Mr. Bourassa against
Mr. Foster was that the record stands. One pitiable
spectacle in public ‘life is to see eloquent men covered
with mud which they cannot remove, protesting sin-
cerely that they are lily-white clean, and jabbing point-
less barbs at those who have discharged their duty
openly and honestly.

The point is not whether, as some foolish publicists
suggest, every suspected man should be passéd through
the fires of inquisition. It is to put public life on a flane
of- decency and sensitive self-respect. The nauseating
\uu'v«/siun' of rumour, suspicion, exaggeration and Peck-
sniffianism' .through the courses of public affairs ought
to end. Nobody is looking for perfection. But evgry-
body has a riui)t to look for more proofs of ordinar)
manfiness than the House of Commons frequently

displays.
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