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EDITORIAL.

WHERE THE BURDEN BEARS.

Thought-food abounds in J. Hugh McKen.ney’s
headed ‘‘ The Farmer’'s Economic Handi-
caps.”’ Agriculture is the basis of our wealth,
and our greatest exporting industry. Farmers
constitute our greatest class of consumers of
manufactured goods, and the price of what they
buy is largely determined by what a protective
tarifi enables manufacturers to charge, whilst the
price obtained by the farmer for his produce is, in
the main, regulated by the value of the exported
surplus, save inso far as the presence of manu-
facturing and commercial centers provides home
markets which take dairy, poultry, horticultural
and other perishable products at prices above an
export basis. In this way, a farmer situated in
the neighborhood of a city realizes a considerable
indirect advantage which partially compensates
him for the increased prices paid on the things he
bhuys. Farmers in non-manufacturing districts,
particularly those on the wheat plains, bear the
brunt of the burden of protection, with but few
and slight indirect advantages, for, of course, a
tariff on lines of which we produce a surplus for
export is ordinarily of no advantage in augment-
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sons of output are not fair to agriculture. Never-
theless, it is a fact that manufacturing is increas-
ing in Canada much faster than agriculture.

Our correspondent also points out that the
farm-labor problem is affected by the fact that the
protected, bounty-fed, favored industries can out-
bid the farmer in the labor market. There is
considerable force in this, though it must also be
confessed that the farmer is more conservative
than the manufacturer in adopting labor-saving
methods which would enable him to accomplish
more per man, and therefore pay .large wages more
easily.

oIn conclusion, Mr. McKenney makes one over-
sweeping assertion when he says: * Science is
good; education is good, but, without economic
justice and political equality, their good will be a
dream.”’ Rather should he say: ‘ Without
ec mic justice and political equality, their full
bene. © will not be realized.”” We have sometimes
_thought that agriculture in Canada would prosper
better with less paternalism and fewer economic
handicaps.

While offering these few comments, we ‘wish to
express our hearty endorsation of the tenor of
Mr. McKenney's contribution, which lays the agri-
cultural community under a debt of obligation.
As he very truly says in a private letter to the
editor. his object was ‘‘ to draw attention to our
rather one-sided relations with some other indus-
tries, as there is much room for a good deal of
stirring up in this direction.”’

THE IMMIGRANT IN CANADA.

I notice your readers are still ‘“ chewing the
rag '’ about the Englishman. I wish to say :
« There’s so much good in the worst of us,

And so much bad in the best of us,
That it does not behoove any one of us
To speak ill of the rest of us.”
This applies to Canadians and English alike.
The above contribution, from a Wisconsin sub-
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part England has contributed to the world’s ad-
vancement and the place she holds to-day. Un-
fortunately, the immense vice-breeding cities of
the Old Land produce a good many degenerates,
and it is largely these who sully the reputation
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and often somewhat impatient of the convention-
alities and formal courtesies of older lands. The
country is somewhat crude and raw, compared to
the finished landscape of Old England, while long
hours and hustle are contrasted with the accus-
tomed leisure. Withal, the work and customs are
strange and uncongenial, and the Englishman is
not the best hand in the world at adapting him-
self. On the other hand, his employer finds him
unhandy at the new job, and not inured to the

toil, especially if_he hails from the city. .He is
often better at * classics than  mechanics,
and at athletics than steady work. While

cultured and gentlemanly, he is not so well versed
in practical knowledge, nor possessed of the knack
which peoples in new countries acquire. ' Most
exasperating of all, he unconsciously exhibits a
rooted tendency to look on all things English' as
the standard of excellence, and all other things as
defective, in so far as they depart therefrom. In
short, it has to be confessed that the average
Englishman is not readily teachable, and this
often causes bim: to be disparaged in favor of
more docile nationalities. As a national trait,
this unbending independence has probably been an
element of strength. As an individual character-
istic, it lessens his value to the employer.

What, then, is to be done about it ? Close
the doors to immigration ? Scarcely. Canada
wants immigrants of the right class, and especial-
ly welcomes the sturdy Britishers, particularly
those who are willing to take up farm work. We
extend the glad hand to the self-respecting, indus-
trious workers from the Old Land who come out
here to try their fortunes in the New World. We
do not, ‘however; -believe in paying commissions
to agents to book immigrants. Neither do we
believe in plastering Kurope with overtinted im-
migration literature. Let those come who
will come of their own initiative, based on re-
liable information concerning Canada. Finally,
we trust it is now apparent that the farm-labor
problem is not to be solved by wholesale importa-
tion of cheap European labor. Good wages to
efficient help is the only real solution, for as soon
as the cheap worker becomes proficient he will
command the going wage. Cheap help is usually
dear.

DOUBLE UP!

About a year ago, from the window of a rail-
road coach, we noticed a man harrowing with a
pair of horses in a twelve-acre fleld, while ahead
of him was a woman rolling with another team.
To the uninformed observers, this must have
seemed a pathetic illustration of hardship en-
tailed by the scarcity of farm labor. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was a painful commentary on the
ingrained conservatism of the tiller of the soil,
which leads him to continue in the old ways long
after better ones are available. Had that man
been up-to-date, he would have been driving the
four horses himself, while his wife was in the
house, where she belonged.

There is no reasonable excuse in this day and
age for the general use of two-horse teams at
ordinary tillage operations on farms where more
than two horses are kept. On small farms one
must make the best of the situation, but it should
be realized that such farms are necessarily worked
at a disadvantage. An efficient teamster can
handle four horses practically as well as two, and
save the wages of the extra boy or man.

Of course, this "calls for fast-working imple-
ments, and on many homesteads the original mis-
take was in buying the small size, instead of
holding an ear to the ground, perceiving the signs
of the times, and purchasing the largest size of

machine, such as the two or three-furrow plow,




