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SOGGARTH ARGON
When I served on the English mis

sion, frequent house-to-house visits 
in my district formed, as I remem
ber with mixed feelings, no unimpor
tant part of my ordinary duties. 
This system of visitation is un
doubtedly a very useful, or rather a 
very necessary one for the Interests 
of religion in the non-Catholic atmos
phere of an English city. The streets 
which formed my district were inha
bited by people of the poorer work
ing class, who, it is almost needless 
to say, were predominantly Irish by 
birth or descent. There were whole 
streets as Irish and Catholic as any 
in Dublin or Cork; and one could 
hear there every variety of accent, 
from the hard, harsh pronunciation 
of Antrim to the soft, rich brogue 
of Kerry; and from the plausible, in
sinuating tongue of Dublin to the 
broad, Gaelic-flavored burr of Con
naught.

To go among them was a source of 
pleasure to me in one sense, and of 
pain in another. It was a pleasure 
to receive their warm, friendly Irish 
welcome; and it was a saddening, 
painful thing to see how indifferent 
many of them had grown in the 
practice of their religious duties. They 
were poor, too,—most of them 
wretchedly so. Poor they came to 
Liverpool in the famine years; and 
poor, for the most part, they and 
their children remained ever since. I 
knew some who had come to Eng
land as return cargo at a nominal 
fare in coal-boats, in “the bad 
times"; and after long years of 
toil and privations, their material 
condition was little, if at all, im
proved, from the day they were shot 
out as so much rubbish on the 
quays, friendless, starving, and, 
worse still, possibly already fever- 
stricken.

I confess it often brought a lump 
into my th.oat to see, in my rounds 
among them, an aged Irishwoman sit
ting by a cold, cheerless grate, or 
stove, in some miserable slum-house 
with a sad, far-away look in her 
tear-dimmed, weary eyes, plainly be
tokening to my fancy that she was 
dreaming of a cottage in holy Ire
land, situated, mayhap, on a pleasant 
green hillside or in a smiling val
ley, in which she spent her happy 
girlhood, but which she could never 
see again. I must return, however, 
to my theme, which is the Mountain 
Parish.

Some time alter I was fairly set
tled down in the Mountain Parish, 
the bright thought struck me that, 
as I was overburdened with work,
I might, profitably to my people, and 
with agreeable variety to myself, in
troduce the English system of house- 
to-house visitation among them. In 
the excess, perhaps, of my zeal, and 
as I afterward thought, in the super
abundant exuberance of my mission
ary enterptise, I accordingly started 
off one fine morning for a round of 
visits, taking the leading road, or 
rather “boreen," up the mountain
side. I had a blackthorn in hand, 
and was armed with the census book 
which my predecessor bad compiled.

I may say, in passing, that I con
sidered this book defective and in
complete in many particulars; and it 
was my intention to bring out an im
proved and amended edition of it, 
with marginal notes regarding the 
different entries,—notes that might, 
perhaps, prove useful to future cur
ates. This, to my mind, was a fur
ther proof of the necessity of the 
course on which I was about to em
bark. I noticed, in looking over the 
book, that the compiler had been 
careless, at times, in registering the 
ages of the members of the various 
families, in cases more especially 
where they were all grown up. Thus 
in the record of “Honoria Duffy, wi
dow," whose family consisted of 
five girls and one loy, the youngest, 
the latter was registered as twenty- 
six years of age; and after the name 
of the oldest, girl, Mary Brigid, there 
was, in the age column, a note of in
terrogation, with ditto down '.he col
umn opposite the names of the other 
girls. In another place I saw this 
entry: "Sarah Moran, unmarried; 
age 31—(moryagh)." l intended to 
remedy such defects as these.

I:. every house 1 visited I received, 
.'•:edless to say, a kindly welcome,and 
invariably an invitation to “rest and 
take an air o’ the fire," although the 
weather was then warm. I kept the 
object of my mission steadily in view, 
however, and made paternal inquir
ies in each household whether or not 
all went to mass regularly, and at
tended to their religious duties. In 
some cases, at least, before replying 
to these interrogations, the people

seemed certainly 
improbable one.

Some houses were forewarned of my 
couung by lynx-eyed youngsters who 
saw me from afar and scurried home 
from the meadows or cornfields to 
startle the household with the news: 
“The priest is cornin’!" In such 
cases 1 found the kitchen “swept 
and garnished," and the woman of the 
house and her daughters in immacu
late aprons, and with hands and 
faces suspiciously clean and fresh
looking for a working-day. In other 
cases, however, my advent was not 
noticed in sufficient time for the 
womenfolk to make so elaborate a 
toilet. Then, if the man of the house 
happened to be within, he would 
come to the gate of the “bawn" and 
hold me in conversation, in order, as 
I judged, to give the women time 
“to put a face on the house," 
and perform a hasty ablution. In a 
few instances I wras almost unherald
ed; a barefooted and di aggie-skirted 
“slip of a girl" having, perhaps, just 
time to rush precipitately into the 
kitchen, say “Here's the priest!" and 
then make her escape.

The good woman of the house, 
however, generally held her ground 
and received me, all unpresentable 
though she might be, in an apron 
made of cheap gingham. Although I 
waved the matter as utterly beneath 
my notice, she would insist on mak
ing profuse apologies for having 
been “caught in the dirt," and be
wailing her want of foreknowledge 
of mv coming, while at the
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regulator of the system.
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their soggarth aroon, as everything 
to them: a disinterested adviser, a 
trusted, although unfeed, doctor and 
lawyer, and an unfailing friend in 
every need. “Who else have we to 
go to," they would say, “for com
fort or assistance in our trials or 
difficulties but our good priests, God 
bless them, that always stood to 
us?"

I noticed, at the same time, that in 
speaking to me they seldom ventur
ed on anything even approaching fa
miliarity, —except, indeed, that an 
old man or woman might address me 
as “avic, machree," or give me an 
emphatic poke when telling me some
thing, to drive home a point in an 
argument. The younger people, how
ever, would invariably approach with 
an indefinable mixture of deference, 
respect and veneration that always 
touched me. They looked on me evi
dently, as one altogether above, be
yond and apart from themselves. In 
their eyes I dwelt “behind the veil," 
where they durst not enter, and liv- 

sarite j ed and moved in a serene heaven all
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time she wiped a chair for me to I my own. Hence they would treat me 
“sit and rest"; and brushed dog, rat | with a reverence almost amounting 
or hen out of the way, in a strenu- to fear, as if I were another Moses 
ous effort to show me all the atten- fresh from familiar converse with
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‘horned" with ravs ofGod, and 
glory.

Ah, me' how the simple Irish peas
antry treasure their soggarth aroon 
in their heart’s core! Their affection 
for him is of the purest and tender- 
est kind, combining in itself ‘he 
deep, strong love of parent for chi.d, 
and the trusting affection of child for 

but it was with a_ sympathetic parent, the constant love of siMer
one. I for brother, and the chivalrous af

fection of brother for sister.— Ave 
Maria.

Hons possible in the circumstances.
I charitably tried to make it appear 
that I did not notice the embarass- 
ing situation, although I could not 
help seeing many laughable things 
while seeminglv absorbed in my cen
sus book. I think, anyway, that I 
observed more than the most suspi
cious of them would give me credit 
for;
eye, not a cynical or unfriemMy 

As for the little children, they 
showed no disposition to evade me, 
no matter how utterly and unspeak
ably unpresentable they might hap
pen to be. Despite frowns and mute
warnings from the women to induce j ------
them to stay in the background, 1 The Good Counsel Magazine has the 
they crowded around in their scanty, : following:
well-ventilated garments, and regard- “The only country in Christendom 
ed me in wide-even wonder; and the to-day which has no divorce court, 
more irresponsible of them ventured never has had a divorce court, and 
so far as to finger my bran-new, sil- j knows nothing of it, is Ireland." 
ver-mounted umbrel'a—one of my Li- Words of Cardinal Moran of Austra- 
verpool presents—with hands recent- lia
h employed in kneading a mud-pie. j “Surely this is a record for 

“It’s very hard to keep a stitch of j country to be proud of; it is a 
clothes on them at all, Father," one ! live proof of national purity,

ESTAPJ.lSHBi
1678

NO DIVORCE.

any 
posi- 
and

plainly demonstrates that the sons 
and daughters of the green isle have 
never minimized nor compromised one 
iota of the teaching of the faith of 
Christ which they received at the 
hands of their glorious Apostle, St. 

worn out trvin' to mend for them; Patrick. The reasons of the social 
for it isn’t often poor people can buy and domestic purity of the Irish race 
new clothes for their children, the | are founded on their love for Christ,

woman said hy way of apology for 
the scarecrow, tattered appearance of 
a half-dozen gossoons of iieis. “The 
way thdy tear and tatter and flitter 
everything, they'd want clothes made 
of leather, so they would. Sure, I’m

creatures, God help them!"
In this manner I continued my vis

itations for a few heurs, correcting 
my predecessor's census book in many 
particulars, and adding copious anno
tations. When 1 inquired, however, 
about ages in order to supply omis
sions which I found here and there 
in the book, I got rather dubious in
formation. The girls were not sure 
about their natal year, and their 
mothers, through “bad mimorv and 
the “confusements" of life, hail quite 
lost count of Mary's or Brigid's age 
It dawned on me at last that, as the 
girls were unmarried, and had a sea
soned look about them, to boot,there i 
might possibly be good and sufficient 
reasons for withholding from me the 
desired information. In consequence 
of this suspicion, I made no further 
nquiry regarding the age of young
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Homestead Regulationstheir ardent hunger and thirst for
the frequent reception of the Blessed 
Sacrament, ami theit Christian re
spect and veneration for the Mother _______ ____________
of God. These are the abiding protec- j Provinces, excepting S and 26, not reserv-

i NY even numbered section of Dominion 
lands in Manitoba or the Northwest

live graces of the Irish at home and 
abroad Hence the children of Catho
lic Ireland, who are frequently nour
ished with the bread of angels, and 
who have as a refuge and a home 
the perpetual sanctuary of the True 
Fold, can never have anything to do 
with divorce; to them even the 
thought of divorce is criminal."

in vtinler,

-»d, may be homesteaded upon by any per
son who Is the sole head of a family, or 
any male over IS years of age, to the ex
tent of one-quarter section, of 160 acres, 
more or less.

Entry may be made personally at the 
local land oflice for the district In which 
the land to be taken is situated, or If the 
homesteader desires, he may, on applica
tion to the Minister of the Interior, Otta
wa. the Commissioner of Immigration, 
Winnipeg, or the local agent for the dis
trict In which the land is situate, receive 
authority tor some one to make entry for 
him.

head Offli.e—10R0M0

Sonic Salient
poi '

‘ eatures
of 1904.
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th» wea- HOMESTEAD DUTIES : A settler who 
. “ has been granted an entry

While more ptevalent
changes in - been granted an entry tor a home_

ther try Inc strongest constitutions, Stead is required to perform the cohdi 
colds and coughs and ailments of the tions connected therewith under one of the 
throat may come in any season. At fo,towlag i>ians :
the first sirrht of Hptîinffdiriptit ncr> it) At least six months residence upon , st . S1Jni 01 derangement use , snd cultivation of the land in each year 
Bickle S Anti-Consumptive Sirup, during the term of three years.women who seemed to me to be more ... .. , „ ... , __ . , -,

than thirty. I let the blanks in the ,n"ta?Uo ', m 1 be ”p™ce,d, ,and 
aire column <=tand USC of ,he mcdicine untl1 the cold dls"

- appears will protect the lungs from
attack. For anvone with throat or

thus challenged looked at me in sur
prised astonishment, or, as I imagin- : or an epitome of human wisdom, 
ed, in suppressed amusement, appar- i cou'-l see that I was expected

Moreover, alter a few trials of this 
imported English system of visita
tion among my mountain folk, I con
cluded it was a work of supereroga
tion. Fishing for souls was unneces
sary here. I was struck, too, with 
the ludicrousness of having to play 
a game of hidc-and-i rek with my 
parishioners when I swooped dowm 
on them thus in all the vnprepared- 
ness, disorder and chaotic confusion 
of a small 'armor’s house en work
ing days. In any case, there vas 
no necessity for "Mahomet 10 go 
to the mountain," for the mountain 
came freely enough to Mahomet. .11- 
deed, I was not long in the paiisli 
before my cottage became a sort 
of Mecca, so numerous were the 'isit- 
ors from among my flock who cam a 
seeking advice on all manner of ques
tions, as if I were a Delphic dw ie,

I
to

chest
td.

weakness it cannot be surpass-
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cntly uncertain whether or not I be “guide, philosopher and luend" 
was serious. When they understood . tv my parishioners,—every man, \vn- 
that I was in earnest the answer gen- | man and child of them.
erallv was:

“Yes, your reverence, with the help 
of God. Sure, what other consola
tion have we but our mass and our 
religion, thanks be to God for every
thing'"

I noticed, after T had made some 
few visits, that my going around in 
this manner, book in hand, caused no 
small commotion among the people.

All this, no doubt, was very flat
tering to weak human nature, and 
calculated to foster in me an over
weening opinion of my own consum
mate wisdom and importance But 
the corners had been pretty well 
rubbed off me by my Fngii.h ex
perience, a circumstance that made 
the chances of my being spoiled bv 
kindness here more remolc than

They were not used to see their cur- j might otherwise have neon the case.
ate perambulating the parish in this 
systematic way, except when on his 
“oatsquest”; and as that was then 
over and past, it evidently puzzled 
them to know what could possibly 
be the object of this strange 
manoeuvre of mine. I think some of 
them came to the conclusion that I 
was engaged in making a collection, 
—introducing, maybe, some sort of 
newfangled and hitherto unheard-of 
parish “dues." As I forged my way 
steadilv up the mountain from house 
to house, leaving none anvlsited, 
this explanation of my vovements

Hence although the Mountain Parish 
was my first curacy in mv diocese, 
it found me a veteran missionary— 
in my own estimation, at least. I 
must, however, indicate some few of 
the multifarious offices I was now 
called on to undertake as eurate of 
this obscure Arcadian parish. T speak 
of course of offices and honors of a j 
quasi-secular kind, thrust on me, 
willinglv, by my parishioners, and 
not immediately or directly concern
ed with my purely spiritual duties.

Tt was plain to me that these 
faithful, devoted people regaided me.
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12) If the father (or mother, If the 
father is diseased) of any person who is 
eligible to make a homestead entry undei 
the provisions of this act resides upon a 
farm in the vicinity of the land entered 
for by such r rson as a homestead, the 
requirements of this act as to residence 
prior to ibtaining patent may be satisfied 
by such person residing with the father 
or mottn r.

(31 If the settler has his permanent re
sidence upon farming land owned by him 
in the vicinity of his homestead, the re
quirements of this act as to residence may 
he satisfied by residence upon the said 
land

APPLICATION FOR PATENT should 
he made at the end of three years, before 
the Local Agent, Sub-Agent or the Home
stead Inspector.

Before making application for patent 
the settler must give six months' notice 
In writing to the Commissloneo of Domin
ion Lands at Ottawa of his intention to 
do so.
SYNOPSIS OF CANADIAN NORTH

WEST MINING REGULATIONS.
Coal.—Coal lands may be purchased a* 

#10 per acre for soft coal and $20 for an- 
thracite. Not more than 320 acres can 
be acquired by one Individual or company.

: yalty at the rate of ten cents per ton or 
2,000 pounds shall be collected on the 
gross output.

Quartz.—A free miner's certificate Is 
granted upon payment in advance of $7 So 
per annum for an Individual, and from $flu 
to $100 per annum for a company, accord-
'ng to capital.

A free miner, having discovered mineral 
in place, may locate a claim 1,500 x 1.500 
feet.

The fee for recording a claim is $5.
At least $100 must be expended on the 

claim eacu year or paid to the mining re- | 
corder In lieu thereof. When $.500 ha» 
been expended or paid, the locator may. 
upon having a survey made, and upon 
complying with other requirements, pur
chase the land at $1 an acre.

The patent 1 -ovldes for the payment of 
a royalty of 1 per cent, on the sales

PLACER n 1 <ing claims generally are 
ltO feet square ; entry fee $."-, renewable ! 
yearly.

A free miner may obtain two leases te 
dredge for gold of five miles each for a 

j term of twenty years, renewable at ihe 
discretion of the Minister of the Interior.

The lessee shall have a dredge In oper
ation within one season from the date of j 

1 the lease for each five miles Rental, $10 ; 
per annum for each mile of river leased.

! Royalty at the rate of 234 Per cent, col- | 
j ieeted on the output after it exceeds $10,
joon. W. W. CORT.

Deputy of the Minister of the Interior.
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Reserve (being in excess 

of Gov’ standard) - - #744,074.49 j
Increase, 23 per cent., #139,726.12 

Total Assets for Policy-

1)AN. ( ’CONNOR,
25 Fuller Street, City

Dr. F, J. Woods,
Dentist.

450 Church St. Phone^North 3258 
Branch office open Tuesdays, Francis 

Block, Thornhill, Ont.

holders security, bal., - 81,253,216.05 j *OOOOOOOOOOoOOOOOOOOO|
#1.67 for every dollar of liability, includ- ] 

ing Reserve.
Net Surplus on Policy-

holders* Account - - - #84,141.56 
Reserves tor seven years on Hm. table, | 

Interest at 3% percent.
Interest earned on mean Net Assets,

6 33 per cent.

E MWMACK
MERCHANT 
TAILOR . . .

Agents Wanted

E. MARSHALL, Secretary. • 
DAVID KASKEN, President.

27 COLBORNE STREET s
Opposite King Edward Hotel S 

8KK>0<K>(XKKK><X><XKK'KS - sc*

Shop 249 Qukkn St. W„ Phone M. 267, 
Res. 3 D’Arcy St., Phone M. 3774

JAS. J. 0’HEARN
PAINTER

has removed to 249 Queen St. W. and 
is prepared to do Painting in <11 its 

: Branches both Plain and Ornamental ! 
j Cheap as the Cheapest Consistent 
! with drst class work. -Solicit a trial

MEMORIALS
GRANITE and
MARBLE
MONUMENTS

Most Artistic Design in the City
PRICES REASONABLE 
WORK THE X ERY BEST

McINTOSH-GULLETT CO.. Limited
Phono N. 1249 1119 Yonge St

TORONTO

EMPRESS HOTEL
Owaar of Yonge and Gould Street» 

TORONTO

TERMS: «1.50 PER DAY
electric Cars from the Union Station Even 

Three Minutes.
RICHARD DiSSETT* . PROPRIETOR

N B.—Unauthorized publication of 
advertisement will not be paid for.

this

IHIcSHANPS BELLS
are ringing evidences of st rling worth.
Over soonn ntigieg ronnd the worl<i.

I MHlt. I■•AH4M Btl.L FOI ' . Re It lettre. R4.. V. S. A.

Established A.D. 1856.

ROBERT McCAUSLAND
LIMITED

86 Wellington St. West
Toronto, Canada

memorial Stained 
Glass Windows

References :
St. Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto. 
The Foy Memorial and Sir Frank 

Smith Memorial Windows.
St. Mary's, Toronto, etc.

2


