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Ing merriment, and It Is “poor old 
Scrooge ” no more. Rich an he never 
dreamed of being, the Joy of ministering 

others has transformed him, as It has 
many another since Dickens wrote his 
Immortal f'arol. and as II will enrich 
and beautify you and me, dear soul, If 
we but give It full away In our lives.
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Not the cold of the weather, but the 
chilly temperature of the heart Is most 
to be deplored. Not In hard external 
circumstances, so much ns In Inward 
hardness of spirit, lies the chief danger 
before us all.

While the forces of Nature combine to 
make December a month of hardening ou 
all without, the forces of Grace, working 
within, unite to n ake It a time of graci me 
softening to all who would hear and heed 
the angels' song of " Goodwill toward 
men " Thank God that the gracious 
sentiments of that celestial chorus find 
echo In an Increasing number of human 
breasts as the years go by. 
dny more hearts beat In harmonv w 
Its heaven-horn music t’-an ever before.
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If wc would spread abroad Its sweet 
meiedv until all mankind bursts forth 
In lend HoMMUU to the King, and clasps 
glad hands together In 
about of thanksgiving and Joy.
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What Is true of one boy Is true of the 

Whole class of boye. Exceptions there 
r have been, and etlll shall be, but 
aneunt tiuth still operati s; " Train 

up a child In the way he should go, and 
when he la old, he will not depart from 
it.” We may scarcely expect our chil
dren to be more pure In character or 
noble In conduct than we teach them to 
become. He, therefore, who helps a child 
towards the achievement of a right life, 
affects both the present and the future, 
for in Influencing the child of to-day, he 
Impresses the man of to-morrow, and, 
through him, the whole body of men 
whom he eventually touches In 
dally Intercourse.
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possible enthusiasm In the practical per
formance of the Church’s Imperative duty 
to make the most of her little children 

growing youth.
And the " most ” is not attained when 

we have simply taught them how to be 
good. They must be trained to do good. 
This Is, In general, the province of all 
young people’s societies, and, in Method
ism, Is the particular aim and purpose 
of the Epworth
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The citizens of to-morrow are the children 
of to-day, and what they shall be de
pends very largely on what their elders 
help them to become- A boy Is one for 
a short time only, and the kind -of man 
he shall grow to be is determined. In 
large measure, by the Influences that 
surround him In the growing.

Leave a boy alone, and he will 
only prove the proverb true, “a c 
left to himself brlngeth hla mother to 
shame,” but he will exert a more or less 
disastrous preeent Influence on others, 
and become, by and by, a damage, rather 

blessing to the state. When he 
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These consist, not of the disposition 
to get and hoard what we possess, but 
of the spirit that prompts us to get, 
that we may give of what we possess,

, so giving, add to the durable riches 
those to whom we thus minister.
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measure of hla worth. Poor old Scrooge; 
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the part of all who are concerned for 
them personally, and who, at the same 
time, seek the growth and well-being 
of the nation In all that makes for ahid 
Ing prosperity ns the generations pass 
by. If the child Is taught according to 
low standards of life, the adult will 
hardly rise above the practice of what 
Is base. If high Ideals are Inculcated 
In the heart of the boy, and held before 
his mind as his years progress, the grow- 
ing youth w Pi hardly develop Into vile 
or sordid habits as a man.

tlon.

tlan

on society,
•aeter and example, add to 
ts that work moral roll. _

appr

Epw 

n frill
of young 
la for theIs

of Inf
one has, but what oneNot

it
Is n

offlet 
of t 
fortl

Ivooked at in its ronnexional relation, 
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the

are briefly 
young person attain the New Testament 
standard of personal character, as set

And yet, even 
to dream, fettéred 

had forged In life, we, 
shackled by the bonds 

eking dispos 
give it

as the local society does for 
pie of the Individual com- 

“ rates- These e: 
i To help eac-

sltlon will 
right of 

acticee.

young people < 
lty In which It opérai 

two-fold—(1) the


