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nuary
papers is at once swallowed as gospel
issue, W iuth by the majority of its readers
from M This fact has often been the means
under of prompting people to circulate false
)y & Mitems and reports for the sake of
sider- M« the sensational,” for mnotoriety,
-acted M individual gain and other selfish
i, 8c. M rasons. It may be that some who
, even WMok the bait held nut in our papers
better Mihis past season and who are yet
epers Mlsmarting from the effects of the
seems SMbarb will be hoping that a tirade of
re all [hyse will be showered on the heads
the B f those ‘‘ awful fellows,” the whole-
what Sllgle men.  While not in sympathy
n to Slyith methods of business practiced
break Wby certain firms, yet I realize, as
redin Blleery fair minded man must, that
need Wlihis question, like all others, has two
¢ not Mlddes to it. So instead of denouncing
wntity Slthe “ other fellow " my purpose to day
ds of Jlvill be rather more to see if we as
ptem- Wlee-keepers are not sometimes, to a
alive ertain extent, indirectly responsible
1| for or reports being circulated adverse
ve of B our interests. ‘‘ Charity begins at
their Slhome ” likewise some other virtues,
'.tlfIC,\' 0 [ will give an instance in my own

air

xperience this past season, which
ught me a little lesson. During
be busiest part of the season the
ditor of one of our local papers paid
s a visit in the apiary one afternoon.
feing very busy I forgot to “put a
fea in his ear ” before he left us, as
pany report of his visit he might
ite up in his paper.
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The following week, was surprised
0find in a quite racy account of his
isit with us, the statement that we
ould have so MANY TONS of honey
his year, While the item was not
b much of an exaggeration, yet I
It sure that it would have a bad
ect, as to the average reader a ton
honey seems like something pro-
glous. Although 1 at once inter-
ondieved the Editor of our other local
sai T and asked him not to copy the
sl n question, this did not prevent
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local papers in adjoining towns from
copying the same. Now as to re-
sults. In a short time letters came
to me asking for quotations on
honey, coupled with statements like
these : “ Honey must be a great crop
this year,” *“ As you have so much it
ought to be very cheap,” etc. A much
more forcible illustration in this line
was the notorious statement, publish-
ed in one of our Toronto dailies, pur-
porting in effect, that honey was a
great crop in all sections of Ontario,
consequently would be cheaper than
for some years, also stating that a
certain wholesale firm had had the
refusal of a large quantity of extract-
ed honey. To make matters worse,
the Associated Press copied the
article, which was scattered broad-
cast over the land, and somehow the
authority of the Dept. of Agriculture
became attached to the same. It is
only fair to say, that the firm in
question, after some time repudiated
the statements credited to them, how-
ever, that did not prevent a number
of bee-keepers from stampeding in
the meantime and selling their honey
at a very low figure. Now as tothe
bee-keepers’ part in causing reports
like this to be sent out. While as
before intimated, not endorsing
methods employed by certain firms
to find out what the crop of honey is,
yet the fact remains that if they are
going to do business in a business
manner, they must in some way at
least, have an idea as to the amount
of honey in sight. As long as we as
bee-keepers do not provide them with
better plans for gaining information
of the honey crop, we should not be
too emphatic in saying just what, or
just what not they shall do. I ven-
ture to say that if we could have the
privilege of perusing somMe of the
letters sent to the wholesale firms by
bee-keepers, in answer to query as to
their crop of houey, that we would be




