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THE L))RD’'S PRAYER 1V.
“The Kingdom of God, 2.”

By Rev. Professor Jordan, D.D.}

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done:
Matthew vi,, 10,

When we ask the question, what is the
Kingdom of God? at once the answer
«prines to our lips, “All Kingdoms are His
for He is the ever present. Universal
King' Thie answer is tfue and heantiful,
for in the hroadest gense the divine King-
dom embraces the vast domain of the
nniverse. as well as the varied spheres of
human life. T remember reading. some
vears ago, a splendid sermon which made
a good and lasting impression on my
mind. Tt was by a thoughtful. earnest
preacher. who took for his text the words
“And on Mis head were many crowne.”
My heart thrilled with lovalty and jov
as the vreacher unfolded the glorious pro-
vheoy that Christ €hall be suvreme in sl
kingdoma of human_ action. That in the
realm of science, where men struggle for
clear certain, knowledge: in the sphere
of art. where men aspire after never-fad-
ing heantyv: in the arena of politics, where
men toil for liberty and righteonsness. and
in many other kingdoms, Christ shall he
crowned, so that on TTis head there will
be many crowne. Surely this ix a glorious
nromise and one that we ought to remem-
her when we come to offer this wonderful
wraver. 1f there lies hehind the praver
the sorrowful thought that somewhere
tod has heen dethroned, let us not lose
the hone of that glorions future, when ev
ery knee &hall bow to Chriet,

We may. however. dwell upon the
to our God the univemse is
one vast Kingdom: that with Tim the
words ordinary and _extraordinary, natu-
ral and supernatural, have no meaning.
for thev simply speak of human weakness,
and mark out the limits of human action.
It i« a grand fact, though we can scarcely
hore to realize it in all ite fulness, that
there is one God. and that all varied forms
and subtle forces are subject to His sway.
The latest acience teaches ue that even
in this world the division hetween what
we have called the various kingdoms of
nature is not so sharp as we have sup-
posed.  What if God’s action is mors
gradual and regular than we thought:
what if vou can scarcely teil where the
vegetable life ends and animal life be-
gins: what if man is nearer the brutes
than he is willing to admit; what if the
action of the spirit upom the body and
the body upon the spirit is more subtle
and real than ever human imagination hal
conceived. All these things ehould only
heln ue to realize more clearly the all.em-
bracing, ever-acting government of God.
Until we can conceive of thought without
a thinker, law without a law-giver, and
force without a Strong One who sends
forth Hie living energv, every real revela-
tion of science should only make us feel
more keenly that the whale world palpi-
tates with the presence of God. But this
general idea of God’s kingdom is not one
that we must meditate upon now, On
this eubject it is sufficient to say that if
men would sincerely pray “Thy Kingdom
Come” their eves would be opened to eee
that the divine Kingdom i& nearer than
thev thoug't, even around them and with-
in them.

What did our Saviour mean when he de-
clared “The Kingdom of Heaven is with-
in you" and taught that God's kingdom
ia not heralded by startling sensational
signe? We may take His worde to mean
that the Kingdom of God is within, Tt is
not at all A matter of political power or
ecclesiastical organization, but it belongs
to vour personal epiritual life, eo that
when God ie eet upon the throne of our
hearts, and _love becomes the ruling power
in our aouls, vou have entered into the
kingdem: that kingdom which is not meat
or drink. but rightesuaness, peace and jov
in the Holy Ghoat. Or we may put it in
another form: The Kingdom of God is
among yvou in the person of its King. and
if we can «o0 far overcome our prejudice
and pride ns to accept the divine power,
which manifests itself in human weakness,
the divine sympathy which ghows itself
n lmlmn suffering, vou may even now
enter into the kingdom for which you
have loked in vain for so long. o our
Lord spoke to the Jews, and so He speaka
to ue. Thus we gain one broad truth con-
<erning this kingdom. It js small enough

* to be realized in a single soul, grand en-

ough to include all that God has ever
done for the &alvation of the human race,
Peter presents the eame truth when he
eys God sent His Son not to sot up a
worldly Kingdom, not simply to create a
new church, but to turn every one of von
from his iniquities “to offer Himseli a
sacrifice ®o that vou might bhe converted
and peceive rich times of refreshing from
the presence of the Lord” We helieve
fhen. that what our Master especiallv
meant. when he anoke of the Kingdom of
(God. was the divine action on the hiuman
sonl: or. in other worde, the influence of
truth and love on the heart and life of
men. T do not eay that this is all the
meaning: it may require efernity to reveal
all the truth that was hidden heneath
such gimnle words. But for ne now this
is the first and most important meaning
It 1 desire the coming of God's kingvh:-v.
T must rot «it idly waiting for some hid
den revolution, T must not simply speen-
Iate ahout schemes of church government,
orof chureh effort. T muat ask i@ that kine
dom firmly established in mv -nl?" Ts it
a gloriovs reality with me? Such ones-
tions sincerely put probe the soul. They
will toneh the heart in ite secrot nlaces
and test the hidden motives. That is ane
divection in which these worde should lead
onr thonghte Then. on the other hand
the words “Kingdom of God” suggest the
orandest ideal the world has ever known.
It etretches the most nowerful imagna
tion to pictnre the promises of heaty and
Dlessing which it containe: it carries onr
thavghts into  the future, when Christ
ahall come in  glory and complete Tlis
kingdom. Still it is not a shadowy dream:
it brings thoughts that are intensely ver-
sonal and practical. The first revolution
mrat he in the heart: let that he changed
then life will he new, and the world will
Te transfigured.

We seem to have drifted away from the
nraver out of which the text is taken:
bt we must come back if. instead of fan-
cies of our own. we wish to have the pure
Tieht of the Saviour's teaching. The \\'All't.lﬂ
“Thy Kingdom” must he interpreted in
the spirit of this praver. .

Tt is the ‘(i"ﬂdf\:\ :' ‘.‘ﬂur Father.

"

We read. “Our Father:” Thy Kingdom
Come.” hence we nray that the Father of
all flesh may rele in our epirits and that
Hie love may he so snread that every
weary heart may soon find rest in Him.
The word “kingdom” mav enggest’ the
thonght of a king: but kings, anch as the
majority may have heen, are not fit svm
Tols of the Divine King.  Thinkine of
them will only mar onr concention of God,
jnetend of making it pure and glorims
But the word “kingdom’ itself will tell
us much if we use it rightly. Tn its nro-
ver sense it means a state governed by
lighteous laws and enioving real freedom
whoreas a atate roled hy ome man was
caled a tveanny. The desnot might he
wise and good. but the thonght of govern-
ment by a changeful, capricions will <was
called tyranmy: while government under
just laws. which recognize ﬂ\.« eternal
richt and an appeal to rconscience was
erlled a kingdom. so God hises his k
dom on the desires and affections whi
Te has implanted. Farther. in transhting
the waord. it is not necessary to use the
waord “kingdom.” “rule” or ‘“deminion
will do just as well. The father who
awava his horeehold in a righteovs vet
kindly evmpathetic enirit ie in this sense
a king. Fle rules. and in provortion as lLe
ie just and loving in his exercies of an-
therity. he ie a fit thangh imnerfest sym-
bol of the Heavenly King. The precent
age has produced some remarkable hooke:
whether many of them live or not i« a
noint upen which T decline to prophesyv.
Towever, if they do mot survive they will
certainly not be killed by excessive mod-
esty. TLaoking over eme sometime ago. 1
ohserved that the writer had set hefrre
him the task, gigantic it seemed to he
of providing a &cientific vasie for moral-
itv., Thinking that th» anthority of Di-
vind commands and religions sanctions ie
anickly passing away, he comes fnr’-nyvl
to put morality on a sure and lasting hasie,
T am not going to tell how this iz done
neither is it my business to criticise s
theories. but T must point ont that he uses
a good, though not original illustration

bearing on our present subject. e re.
marks that if a father is stern and repul-
sive, always frowning upon his children
and harshly urging to do what he calls
duty, these children wil probably learn
to hate duty and swing right away from it.
But a 1. sympathetic father will win
the hearts his childven, and with all
the might of love move them towards
righteousness.  This ix the illustration as
briefly and plinly as T can put it, meant
to &how that morality has often heen made
repulsive when it might bave heen set
forth in an alluring form. Very true.
But this is not a diccove nd can searce
Iv be called scie ghteen centuries
ago Paul said, ithers provoke not your
children that they be not discouraged;”
and Jesus Christ taught that God's king-
dom is the dominion of the Fatherhood;
that the Creator is a pure and perfect Fa-
ther who is ever seeking the good of His
children,  AJl joy that i« pure and per-
manent we may have; but from impure,
withering, degrading pleasures Our Father
seelis to save us. Can morality rest upon
a firmer, more scientific hasis than upon
the will of such a Father? 1f men are to
love aright, s attain both beauty an

cter, they muet helieve
in «uch a father and call it religion. Let
us have that which is more certain than
any ecience, more heautiful than any po-
etry--the gloriovs reality revealed in the
“hri the Father made manifest, He
that hath seen the Christ among the fe-
ver-stricken poor, in the wilderness soli-
tude, in Getheamane and on the cross,
hath seen the Father. “I came not to do
mine own will but the will Him that
sent me” Some  honest enquirers may
find it hard wore to helieve in such a
teath; they may think it too good to he
certain, but such manifestations of mercy
cannot be repugnant except to the impure
heart and wicked life. 1f any chureh had
ever lived and taught this revelation in all
its heavenly radiance it would have heen
the mightiest spiritual foree the world
has ever known. Too often the Christian
Church and its disciples have distorted
the highest revelation which God has griv-
en; but we must not lose hope. for in spite
of misinterpretation and imperfection this
Kingdom is &till coming. Weary souls
cannot rest until they know the fulness
of the Father's love. Would a man he
less Joval to his King hecanse that King
was his Father? No. If he had the spirit
of a son, lovalty would he swallowed up in
filial love, when we really learn that
the King who controls all Kingdome is
“Our Father”' we enter upon a new life
of sonship and w:\'

..
Only to the childlike can this Kingdom

cept ve hecome converted and be-
come ag little childven ye shall not enter
the kingdom of heaven.” To the rehel
God appears as an cffended King: to the
careless God is afar off: to the childlike
spirit God is a father full of fenderness
and forgiving love. God i= revealed to onr
weakness and lowliness, The heart hard.
ened by prejudice or mfamed hy hatred
bas often desnised this truth for its very
simolicitv: hut the humblg rejoice in it
and find here their only hope of gilvation.
We need to he converted. we have lost the
uneelfish childlike apirit. and if we are
ever to reeain it it must be throngh the
spirit of Christ, He lived it hefore onr
ovoa showed it in Tlis atoning sacrifice.
and has promiced to rveprodpee it in_onr
hearte.  Well may we how hefore Tlim
and eav. “Tord. 1 helieve. heln Thon my
unhelief * Conquer myv_ selfishnesa cheer
my hone, stendv my faith, &0 that through
the gloom T may see wy Father's face
Grant that even to me Thy Kingdom mav
come with rith eniritual npower. When
Our Lord moves thus unon onr hearte Te
ghows us that the essence of thie kingdom
is the anrrender of the individual soul to
Giod. Worldly kings govern by imperfect
Jaws which act upon masees of men, hut
Onr Father annroaches each aonl maving.
“My aon give me thy heart.” This Rien.
dom of God ie. then. a personal matter
hotwesn ths human child and the Divine
Vather, At firet we do not know Our
Father. and in onr ignorance we fanov
avroolves indenendent and maka celf the
contre of onr heing. Tn that wav we can
rever find rea) Nife, the higher lifa: for we
are far away from the true centre. awowv
fram Onr Pather’s love, TToman morality
hosns itself nmon the instinet of self.nre
corvation. The divinest life calls for the
anrrender of sell. “TTe that sesketh hie
tita ghall lose it, but he that loesth his
lite for My sake shall find it”" A Father




