
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.4
•"siring on our present subject. lie re
mark* tlmt if a father w stern and reiiul- 
•**ve. always frowning upon his children 
»nd harshly urging to do what he calk 
duty, these child reo will probeUi learn 
to hate duty and awing right away from it. 
Ihit a genial, sympathetic father will win 
the lieirt* of hi* children, and with all 

. move them towards
righteousness. This in the illustration an 
briefly and plainly as I can put it. meant 
to show tint morality has often been made 
repulsive when it might have been set 
forth in an alluring fo 
But thin is not a dineovery, at 
l.v he tailed scientific. Kighteei 
ago Paul said. “Pathem provoke not your 
children that they U» not discouraged;" 
and Jesus Christ taught that (bid's king
dom in the dominion of the Fatherhood; 
that the Creator in a pure and perfect Fa- 

peeking the good of il in 
in pure and per- 
but from impure.

Father

THE L )RD’S PRAYER IV.
“ The Kingdom of God, 2.”

By Rev. Professor Jordan. D.D.1

Thv Kingdom come. Thy will be done : * 
Matthew vi„ 10.

When we ask the question.
Kingdom of Hod? at on re 
snrines to our litis. “All Kingdom® are His 
for lie in the ever present Universal 
King." This answer is thie and beautiful, 
for in the broadest senne the divine King
dom embraces the vast domain of the 
universe, as well an the varied snlieres of 
human life. Ï remember reading, some 

airo, a splendid sermon which made 
a good and lasting impre-wion on mv 
mind. It was bv a thoughtful, earnest 

mcher, who took for his text the words 
"Ann on His head were many crowns." 
Mv heart thrilled with lovaltv and joy 
as the preacher unfolded the glorious pro- 
ohe-v that Christ shall lie supreme in all 
kingdoms of human aetion. That in the 
realm of science, where men struggle for 
clear certain, knowledge; in the sphere 
of art. where men aspire after never-fad
ing henutv: in the arena of politics, where 
men toil for liberty and righteousness, and 
in manv other kingdoms. Christ shall be 
crowned, so that on His head there will 
Vo manv crowns. Surely this is a glorious 
promise and one that we ought to remem
ber when we come to offer this wonderful 
••rarer. If there lies behind (lie praver 
the sorrowful thought that somewhere 
find has been dethroned, 
the hope of that glorious future, 
erv knee shall bow to Christ.

dwell

grand en- 
lias ever

to lie realized in a single soul, 
ough to include all that Hod 
done for the salvation of the,human nve.

presents the same truth when he 
*iy-< Hod sent His Son not to set up a 
worldly Kingdom, not simplv to create a

what is the 
the ans

Peter

rm. Very true, 
and can scarce 

n centuries
htircli. but to turn every one of voit 
bis iniquities “to offer Himself a 
t-c so that von might be converted 

receive rich times of refreshing from 
•nee of the Lord." We believe

new eh u

the presf
Pen that what our Mister especially 
meant, when In* snoke of the Kingdom of
Ood. was the divine action mi the human (lier who is ever i 
soul; or. in other words, the influence of ,.|,j|dre„. \)| joy
truth and love on the heart and life of lll|1|ni( we may |,nve; 
men. 1 do not say that this i« all Pie withering, degrading pleasures < 
meaning: it may require eterrvtv to reveal rVl.i;< „ave < an morality rest upon 
all the trut.i that was hidden lieneat i ,t firmer, more scientific basis than upon 
such simple words. But for u« now Pi s wj„ of Hw]i Fi,„H.rv ,f men nre ...
i« I'"1 l"*t «."d imr-irt .n, mmnjMt. Imi, .......... I,, mtv an,I
If t .le.irc- the nom,hi of C.ni a kin,,l.;m ,|„.v „I|W l„.
I mn.l not .11 idlv wailn.l for «.mi- hill (<tller it Hi.lon. L*
don rovolnlion. I mnS i»,l nnmlv «noon- |lave ,il;m
Mr alKiut onl'omoo of rlnirrh ,oyrn„,,onl, a,|y ,„(](„! n,.,,, „nv
rrofrliuro'i offort T nmol aok •• tint.Vino- ,,|n k,|nri,,„. iralilv revoalnl in
,l„m firmlv o,Hl,li-lir, in n," nil. I. it niri,t |,ur made manifr-t. Hr
a llormn. rralilT with nil' aril narv ll;llll ('|,ri,t , |,p

mnrrrrlv mil ,.n,l,r ll,r -ml. Tl r, V( ,..,tri, b.„ |lle wil,lernw„ wli.
',*'!] tonrli tW heart m Ho «j-piI nl»-~ i„ i:„H„ „„ Hie rn
„„l toot hr hlddon rnot.vo. Ttiol to om ||lt|| "I rame not
ilirn -Ill'll m Onrh tW wr.nl. -W'1 ,„i,„. „„ „ „ i|| |,„| „ ill „f Hi,,,
„„r 'In.noWo Thon, on ll,r,„Ilirr « 1_ ,r„l ..... . Somo I, -t- . i, |.,irr, - i„,v
11,r word. "K.nirdnm of 0,«1 on«rSJ ||m| „ ,,lri, w„,v Wi„J in

»:,"S SL “.... ""
cs*- mir-Wotira

BH«r„ ho, rhL^e œ ux
Ttt ’VoTlfn/ho'-rhan^ Ch^tTntïT &ËT&

ifV" i 'V now', ’and 'thr'world will ",0 '"fm ria l,on whir* Cod g' v Hi i mi in i cn; but we must not lose hope, for m spite
Wo".mî"to iiavo driflrd awnv fro,,, Iho of. 'nkinternnd dion and im|,orfrrli„n I 

nravrr oat of whirl, tho text i« lakon: h'"S'h'"> ■» mmln». W oary o„n1*
wo milt oonto hark if. in.loid of fan- 'annot rrr until they know tho fnlnoo.

wtiiït'hi.twîxil:

■iVlxildomn imMW inlorprolo,! in „™,d hrmvaibwH u,','iô

T* S"iU ki.,dom o> ;Oi„ Father.” ^ ^ ^ ^

m “Our Father." we enter upon a new life 
nf of sonshiji and service.

that
n'r.

Our

/that
let im not 1v*e 

when ev
ns of mer. vWe may. 

thought that 
one vast Kingdom: that with Him the 
words ordinary and extraordinary, natu
ral ami supernatur.il. liav 
for thev simply

however, 
to our Ood the u

upon the 
miveixv is hi

for thev simply speak of human weak ne*», 
and mark out the limits of human action. 
It is a grand fact, though we can seaiwly 
lioi-e to realize it in all its fuhies». that 
Pi ere is one Oml. and that all varied fonns 
and subtle forces are subject to His sway. 
The latest science teadioi us that even 
in this world the division between what

!i«

in this world the division hot ween what 
we have called the various kingdoms of 
nature is not so sharp as we have 
posed. What if Hod’s action isponeu. w n;vt n ttoa s acnmi is more 
gratinai and regular than we thought : 
what if you ran scarcely teil where the 
vegetable life ends and animal life lie- 
gins: what if man is nBarer the brutes 
than he is willing to admit: wliat if the 
aetion of the spirit upon the body and 
the body upon the spirit is more subtle

Father:" Thv Kingd" 
we pray tFnt the Fathc 
rule in our spirits and

We read. “Our 
Home." hence 1 
nil flesh mav r 
His love m.av 
weary heart m.av soon 
T’ e 'word "kingdom" ma 
thought of a king: hut kin 
maioritv
hols

TkS
tv subtle

and real than ever human imagination ha l 
conceived. All the.«e things should only 

clearly the all-em- 
of Hod.

Only to the childlike can this Kingdomspread that every
findv ’UtlggeLt'^the “Except ye lieeome converted and be

gs such as the eome as little children ye s'.all not enter 
mav have been, are"not fit svm «he kingdom of hraven." T.i the rebel
the Divine King. Thinking of Hod appears as an . ff.mded King: to P-e 

them will only mar nor conception of Hod. rareW Hod is a fir ..ff: to the did,Hike 
i*’«teid of making it pore and glori ms Hod is a father full of Innderne s
But the word “kingdom" itself will tell and forgiving love. (.0,1 s revealed to our
us much if we use it rightly. Tn its pro- weakness and hwlmeew. Tile lirart hnrd-
ner sense it means a st ate governed bv f’iod bv prejudice or inlla.ned by hat ml 
lighten,.- laws and enioving real freclom has often d«-!used this truth for its v. ry 
wbcréas a state rded bv mm man was simplicity: hut the hiimhl* reyuce in it 
-nl'ed a tvrannv. Tim desnot might be and find here their only liope of salvation, 
wise and good, hut the thought of govern We need to ho convert«1. we have lost ttm
ment bv a changeful, capricious will was unselfish d ildlike spirit, and if we are
ralle.1 tvrannv: while government under ever to regain it it mmt lm (1,rough the 
j,„t laws, which recognize the eternal spirit of Christ. He lived d before our 
reht and an appeal to con*eieucp was me.s showed it in lbs atoning s.acnfl- 
called a kingdom so Hod hasps his ki"<r- a -d has promised to reproduce -t in our 
,1om on tlm desire» and affections whieh ’-eirls. Well mav we bow beW Him 

n plan ted. Further, in translatng and sav lord. 1 believe, l-eln Thr 
tlm unbelief " Con pier mv selfi-bne-s 

mv bone, steady mv faith, so tha,t 
the gloom T mav see Father’s

>,i. kmwknM in a rigtilnni» vot firnnt tint rvnn In a, Tl,v Kinidnnjnnx- 
linHlv »vmnnC-rtir inirit i» in ttiin «rn«,‘ mm. wittl ri.h -"inlii.i, fmrnr « nn 
i kin, Fn nil», «nit in rmmrtinn a- !«■ Our Tyint mmn- tkin upon our tiMrt. tin 
il juif «nil lnvin« in tin nT-rni- of nn- »mv« «. tint !l,n F-m-n of H,,» kintrtnm 
thrritv he i- a fit though imnsrfe-t svm- is the surrender nf the individual soul to 
bol of the Heavenlv King. Tlm present Hod. Wo rid! v kings govern bv imperfect 
age has produced some remarkable books: law® which a t upon mas«e« of men. hut 
whether manv of them live or not Is a Onr Father anproa-rims each word saving, 
point upon which T deriine to prophetv. “Mv son give me thv heart. This Kign- 
Dowever. if thev do pot survive thev will Horn of Hod i«. then, a per.onsl mV er 
ceVainlv not be killed bv excessive mod het *een th. human child a-d the Divin" 
e«ty. T.ooking over ene sometime ago. T Father, .'t first we no not know imr 
observed that the writer had set he'- re Father, and in our ignorance we fancy 
him the task, gigantic it seemed to be ovr«e1vee indeoendent and mak* self the 
of providing a scientific oars for moral- . e-tre of onr being. Tn that w'v 
itv. Thinking that tlm authority of D'- upve-find «oV lire. the higher life: 
vin^ commands and religious sanctions 1» are far a wav from the true centre a'*y*v 
ouieklv passing away, lie comes forward fnm D-ir Fifher’s love. Tinman moriii v
to put morality nil a sure and lasting basis, v-es itself nnon, *he in«h*W o •el ’'<“

am not going to tell how this i* don», -orvation. T1 e divines* Me ■ al s for • 
neitlier is it my business to criticise His »„rrendev of self. “He t.iat «0»<nth *'• 
theories, but I must point out that he uses Me s'all lose it. but lie (hat •7* ™'* 
a good, though not original illustration life for Mv -nke shall find it. A Father

îX us to realize more 
bracing, ever-acting govern 
Until we can conceive of tl without
a tninKer. ww minont a iaw-giver, and 
f<irce without a Strong One who sends 
forth His living energy, every real revela
tion of science should onlv make us feel 

keenly that the whole world palpl- 
i with the presence of Hod. But this 
ral idea of (bid's kingdom is not one 

we muet meditate upon now. On 
object it is -uflieient to say that if 

sincerely |irav “Thy Kingdom 
would be opened to 
ingdom is nearer than 
around them and with-

ntil we can conceive of thought 
thinker, law without a law-gi of

Hint 
this s 
men would 
Come” their eves i 
that thf divine K 
t ’ ev thought, even aro 
in them.

nom on me n 
he has implant 
«h» word, it is not necessary to use ttie 
word “kingdom." “rule" or “dominion" 
wVI do just as well. The father who

Wh.it did our Saviour mean when lie de
clared “The Kingdom of Heaven is with
in you." and taught that Hod’s kingdom 
is not heralded bv startling sensational 
signs? We may take His words to mean 
that the Kingdom of Hod is within. It is 
not at all a matter of political power or 
ecclesiastical orginiz>tinn, hut it belongs 
to vour personal spiritual life, so that 
when God is set upon the throne of our 
hearts, and love becomes the ruling power 
in our souls, you have entered into the 
kingdom; that kingdom which is not meat 
or drink, hut righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost. Or we may put it in 
another form: The Kingdom of Ood is 
among you in the person of its King, and 
if we can so far overcome our prejudice 
and pride as to accept the divine power, 
n-'iicli manifests itself in human weakness, 
the divine sympathy whieh shows itself 
in human suffering, vou may even now 
enter into the kingdom for which you 
have loked in vain for so long. Po our 
l>ird spoke to the Jews, and so lie speaks 
1o us. finis we gain one broad truth con
cerning this kingdom. It j.« small enough

through 
’s face.

we can

!


