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Think !
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our pulpits speak out often enough and 
plainly enough ? Do all Church members 
keep the Sal bath as sacred and as sweet as 
they ought to do? Christ's Church never 
can be saved or save the world around it, 
unless it determines in God's name and with 
God's help to save His Sabbath." These 
are timely and pertinent questions
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General Topic—Reverence For Sacred
Things.—Ex. 3: 16. BY REV. J. K. WILSON, d. d. .

bv rev. wm. a. stewart, m.a. The Bush may flame in our very pasture
Reverence i, not religion, but to speak fields‘ *nd Xe1 m*/ nevtr kn,’w il 

met phoncally of their contiguous relations, mean’ » "»• "^en Moses turned as.de to 
reverence is the 'foundation' upon which «e, that God spoke. The V.sion become, 
religion, the ‘superstructure,’ stands The Vo,ce only to the reverent soul The Mar- 
relation between these two senti,nents, how- «J h” ««sage only to him who thought- 
ever, „ not merely one of proximity. A ful|y P°nders- . ‘1 dld" ‘ ,hlnkrf J,.1 ’• 
family likeness exist, between the two. They ,e «cu51n« ourselves. All? That , 
are ol the same essential and spiritual nat- ennu8h- ,l 11 our not thtnkmg hat shuts 
ure. To use another figure of speech, if “«V trom “5 many » meanln8 ol (‘°d- 
religion be regarded as ‘marriage,' a union of “Only in the gathered silence
the finite with the Infinite.,, Principal Catrd
of the Glasgow Lmversity has it, reverence To th_. seeker came." —Whitter.
would lie ‘that appreciative and loving in­
timacy* which properly precedes the happier 
estate. ... Irreverence is always the mark of a sh.il-

Reverence is the individual soul coming low intellect. Professor Isaac Hall says that 
into the presence of the Infinite, and pro- a visitor to the Dome of the Rock in the 
foundly conscious ot its own humanity, temple area at Jeiusalem once retained his 
Religion is the soul coming into the presence hoots, by keeping inside the company, his 
of God, joyfully conscious of its own divinity, hoots being hidden hy the skirts of the 
Therefore to check or kill the religious rounding ladies, and he was undisturbed 
spirit in our hearts let us discourage and when once within. Liter he boasted of 
despise the spirit of reverence. what hé had done as if it were a huge joke.

“Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; Jt seems that the sheikh who conducted the 
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the party had seen it, and he remarked to two of 

clouds." Toe Lord was to he seen in the us—but only in response to a question— 
strong wind, in the earthqi ake, in the fire, that it would not do to eject or kill a whole 
and in the still small voice. The Jew was company because one of the number was a 
commanded by the Law of Moses to honor fü0|, 
his father and his mother ; and to rise up 
reverently before the hoary head.

What an admirable training all this was

While condemning the action of the great 
railway and manufacturing corporations, 
which are doing so much to secularise and 
practically destroy the Sabbath—which the 
“laord of the Sabbath'* declared was “made 
for man'"—would it not be well for the 
friends of the lord's day to enquire whether 
professing Christians are doing their duty 
towards it. It is to be feared that the di­
rectors of railway and manufacturing corpor­
ations are not the only people who are, 
unthinkingly, it may be, lending comfort ar d 
aid to those who are seeking to destroy the 
Christian Sabbath. Take the railways for 
instance. Many intelligent and practical 
railway managers, if they would irankly and 
publicly express their views, will tell you 
that it would be a good thing for the per­
manent way and rolling stock of their roads, 
if every locomotive and car wheel could 
come to a halt for even a considerable 
portion of the twenty-four hours of the Lord’s 
day. Such a halt would save money in 
wear and tear of track and rolling stock, 
lessen the liability of accidents to tracks and 
trains, and prove an immense benefit, 

rally and physically, to the men who man 
the trains and locomotives and generally do 
the hard work necessary to the efficient 
operation of the roads during seven days in 
the week. These men, as a rule, do not 
run their roads on Sundays from deliberate 
choice They lun them Irecause of the 
pressure of the commercial public behind 
them. In that commercial public are to he 
found many Christian men, who profess to 
believe in and honor the Sabbath, yet insist 
that there mus' be no delay in the transport 
of the goods they buy or of the products they 
manufacture and send away, even if the Sab­
bath has to be trenched upon to carry out 
their wishes. To them this appears as a 
work of necessity. They want to enjoy the 
Sabbath for their individual selves, yet they 
forget all about the claims and necessities of 
the army of working men who are deprived 
of Sabbath privileges and rest by the running and sacred things ? 
of these Sunday trains. Are these professing 
Christians doing right ? Are they conserving 
the Sabbath hy such a policy? Are they 
acting justly towards their fellow men? If 
they believe in the justice and equity of the
command, '‘Remember the Salibath day lo WeJ., june ,a.—Regarding God aday. 
keep it holy, * why do they have any part or Deut. 51 ia-14 ; Isa. 18
lot in the matter of even indirectly throwing Thurs., June 13.—Hallowing God's truth, 
their influence in support of a policy which _ , , ...... ^ohn 8 ' ‘19-47
gives the country Sunday trains and Sunday “ ^‘,ne l4* ®el’,nK e : 19,20
excursion steamers, and demives thousands gat., June 15.—The rewards of reverence, 
of toilers of the rest and wx ship of the Ps. 91, 14-16 ; Eph. 6: 1-3
Sabbath ? Sun., June 16.—Topic. Reverence for sacr.d

things. Rxod.j: /-6

A company of literary men, of which
for the cultivation of a personal and national Charles Lamb was one, were together 
religious spirit ! And how successful and evening, when one of them said : “Think, if 
effective it was may be seen from the fact Dante were to enter the room, what should 
that it is the Jew who has contributed the we do ? How should we meet the man who 
highest form of the religious spirit to the en- had trod the fiery pavement of the Inferno, 
richment and advancement of the world. whose eyes had pierced the twilight and

Would we cultivate what is noblest and breathed the still, clear air of the Mount of 
best ? I^et us cultivate religion. And for the Purgatorio, whose mind had content- 
the promotion of all that is highest and best plated the mysteries of glory in the highest 
within us can we follow a better than that heaven ?" ‘ Or suppose," said another,
inspired and divine method indicated above “Sh ikespeare were to come ?" "Ah !" said 
—the cultivation of reverence fur all noble Lamb, his whole face brightening, “how I

should fling my arms up ! how we should 
welcome him, that king of thoughtful men !'* 
“AndDally Readings.

Mon., lune 10.- Reverencing God.
suppose," said another, ‘.‘Christ were 

to enter?" The whole face and attitude of 
Lamb were in an instant changed. ‘Of 
course," he said in a tone of deep solemnity, 
“we should fall upon our knees."

Exod. 20: 1-6
Tues., June 11.—Love prompts reverence.

Ps. 89: 1 -9
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It is worth while noting, says the Presby­
terian Witness, that earnest men still argue 
ingeniously in support of the theory that the 
British people are Israelites : The Rev. |. 
I. Jones, of Northampton, England, has re­
cently been edifying the people of Montreal 
on the subject. What makes this note­
worthy is that His Grace Archbishop B and 
presided at the lecture and remarked at the 
close that “they had heard a very convinc­
ing lecture " Mr. Jones's theories are sup­
ported by the same old silly conjectures and 
speculations that have been familiar to the 
public for many years. To us it is simply 
wonderful that an Archbishop should lie 
carried away with such imbecile “reasoning." 

It is true that God is found in our homes There is not the slightest real foundation for
and in our offices as much as in church ; but the Anglo-Israel theory. The big hooks

Another point may be noted. Not a few
Christian men arc stockholders in transport- The Children Know Spring Has Come, 
atiun and manufacturing corporations which 
are doing so much to destroy the Sabbath, 
but they don't object to pocketing the 
dividends on their investments which are 
earned in part hy Sunday labor. Perhaps 
they have never looked at the question from 
this point of view. If so, it is high time they 
did They can hardly do effective work in 
defence of the Christian Sabbath, either by 
precept or by example, until they get them­
selves put right on this matter They arc 
cither for or against the Christian Sabhalh, it is also true that if we d >not yield reverent written to prove the theory prove most 
and they should definitely decid. jus| where worship to him in church, we shall not see clearly the unreasoning credulity of thç 
they are and act accordingly. Him, still less worship Him, anywhere else, authors,

ig has come,The children know that 
For in the pine-trees 

The robins and the blackbirds sing 
Against the shining sky.
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A bumblebee goes buzzing by ;
A cock crows loud and clear ; 

The banks are blue with violets ; 
The Spring, the Spring is here.


