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K|)!iefas, !o oppolo the lalle tcachcir.. His ordlnaiion us

BiOiop of Fphelus, and his acceptance of ihat office, fixed

him thrre.*—You fay thrt< " the (Jieek word prcn)utcrioii

(i.';ninesiihc oRicc arid llation, as well as a coir<.'<.5C or nnmhct'
of Prelhyters." lint, with all due defcreiue to aiUiiorities

not infaU'thk, I would aik you, if the term prcfbufcrion is to

fcc found in S( ripture, in the \vritinj!;s of tij^c j)iimitive Fa-

thers, and j)nrtir;iiarr> in the work of Ignatius towhiclnoii
refer, as n;>tiiryin<^ anv thino; elfe than a Coui^cil of Prciby-

ters. Hig lan;iu.T;j;e in this cafe miift be interpreted con-

fidently with hiii Iangua«c in other cafes, and if he fays, in

his Ej)inie to the Chinch at Smyrna, Sec. s, " it is not lawful

vithout the bilhop, either to bapti/c or celebrate the holy

• omnmnion," are we not fairly lea to conclt'de th..t hi?i Prcs^

lyii'is c(i\\\dk. not have been the //^/yi<; with thofc who bear

that title in modern epifcopal churches, who, in virtue of

their original commiffion, and without anvfubfequent power,

critcndcd to (hem by the Bifhop, have authority at al! times,

and in al! places, when called upon, to adminillcr both Rap-

tilm and the lord's Suppct. By the I <mc rules I intcipret

Chrvfonom's fentiment:^, thou«i,h yow mention him as fa-

vorable to your views, for what is his language in his Com-
mentary on Titus, I. 5. ? " That thou ma) eft ordain Elders,"

iays the Apoll:!e : he means Bi/hops. " In every city," fays

he ; for he would not have the xcJiole IJland committed to one

Wffw ; but 'hat every one Ihould have and mind his own
proper cure ; for fo he knew the labour would be eafier \o

him, and the people to be governed would have more care

taken of them ; fMue their teacher would not run about to

govern rtiany churches ; but would attend to the ruling of

one only, and fo would keep it in good order." It is a fin-

gularfafl that Jerome, to whom you /7//b appeal on this fub-

je£l, thus tranilates the very paifage, i. Tim. iv. 1 4. " Noli

Jiegligcic gratiam cpue in te eft, qux tibi data eft prophctia,

per impofitionem mnnuum Prelbyterii," and exprelsly ad-

duces the pafTage to prove that Biftiops and Prefb\ters are,

bv divine riohr. equnf.

Your Qilitr idea, that the word prefbuterior. fignifies the

nliiim

• Sec M'Night in loc.


