
Th,9 per cainta tax on immigrants arriving by tho trains, was not long continued
•t Port Huron; not longer than a period of about a fortnight, as [ was given to
understand, owing to representations irado at Washington to tho effect that it was
mpcssible to collect it. Of course it was impossible to collect it under such circum-
stances as tho.o related in tho telegraphic correspondence which T have quoted B,t
iftbe attempts to do 60 had been confined to actual immigrants, it is hard to „er^
ceivo how there could have been greater difficulty in collecting 50 cents for a tav
than there is in collecting a Customs fee of 90 cent., very often wrung fr ,m poor'
immigrants for making an entry of a little old tedding or other household cLtsthey may 1.3 takmg with th^m. Had this per capita tax of 60 cents continued to be
levied at Poi L Huron, it would have affoidcd a somewhat .harp test of f ho extent of
\h^ imm.graUon, as the persons who make and publish the«o statisti-s would nothave been very likely to put half-a-dollar into the Treasury for every u,ut of exag-
geration. "' =

I mentioned in my Report of last year that I had ascertained on tho spot ther^
had been an enquiry by an United States official into the circumsfancos of thoLllega-
toons contained in my Eeport of 1830. I have not been able to ascertain that the
Eeport of that official has been permitted to «eo tho light; and yer, in the face of
the indubitable facts which are herein stated, those grossly oxa.^gerated figures,
wh.ch, if they were true, would imply a depopulating exodus from Oanada, are per-
sistently, year after year, given to tho world on the authority of tho Treasury De-
partment of the United States, and everywhere abroad widely republished and
hurtfully used, to tho detriment of what may be called the immigration intoro«ts of
Canada, as, .fit were a country for people to flee from in ^^.•,h an exodus, it could not
be said to be tho most desirable one to emigrate to. It is in this, as I stated before,
that the injustioo to Canadian interests, from these exaggerations, lies.

There are other tests of criticism which may bo applied to thoso 'i ,nxres, which
Mr.Nimmo has at his hands, for their correction, in that they aro found in United
Statea records. For instance, tho United States Census of 1870 compared with that
ot 1880. I subjoin as an Exhibit to this Report (marked B) an extract from those
two Censuses of tho enumeration, in nineteen Western and South-Wo<torn States of
the nativities " of Canadians from the Provinces of Ontario and Queb.-c. with New
Brunswick, Nova Seotia and Prince Edward Island. The numbers arc :

-

By the Census of 1850 344 ,, ^

•By do ofl870 .....7,. 218,32

1

Difference or increase remaining in 1880 126 60D

IRfin^^"^'^^'"^
'" the volume of "compendium" of tho United States CenM,« ot

1880, IS " nativities," and if wo assume that iblH term moans " place of birth " fhe
figures given represent all who could have entered at Port Huron, and very largely


