
A FRENCH CATHEDRAL CITY
found of the old name, either of the tribe which in-

habited it, or of the territory belonging to that tribe;

and even under the Roman rule the Gallic formi did

not entirely disappear. Later, when the Franks

came from the East, one would suppose that they had
names of their own for the conquered cities; but if

this were die case, these names have not come down
to us—all of which goes to show that the Frankish

dominion, though it lasted on, and gave to the land

her ablest dynasty of kings, had no real rooted influ-

ence in the country, and that France, as relating to

ancient Gaul, is a formal and almost an empty title.

The Gallic cities owed their origin in the earliest

times, naturally, to their situation. The roving

tribes, looking for a settlement, would choose a
camping ground either on a rocky hill, where they

could safely entrench themselves against a possible

enemy, or on an island in the midst of a river or
marsh, where the surrounding fens would be an
efficient safeguard; and it speaks well for their

choice, that when the Romans came, skilled in the

knowledge of war, offensive and defensive, they did
not destroy the settlements of the conquered tribes,

but rebuilt and fortified them according to the

inimitable pattern of Rome, not effacing but im-
proving what was already to hand. Instead of the

rude Gallic huts, stately palaces rose up, with their
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