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liniis mill. Slill iiiDU- ilifticull is il In look forwanl
riiu' hiiiiilri'il anil liliy yi'ars, or uiK' tenth of that time.
Onr forwanl rantji- of vision is limited; \vc cannot
draw llie veil which conceals the future from us. We
can, hipwever, jnd,i,'e of the well liein;,' of the future l>y
what the past leaches ns, and herein lies the ednca-
lional \alue of ihi- movement which happilv the
Canadian Chih of Halifax has made its own.

J'he more the purpose of our ineetinii,' here toilav is

considered the more will the movement liy this Chib
he appreciated. 'I'here are many Canadi.' ("luhs in
the various cities thnmghout the Dcmiiniou all doiuf;
useful, patriotic service and excellent educational
w-ork. hut there is not another which has displayed
higher and broader patriotic spirit than the Canadian
Clnh of Halifax. IVrhajis the fact is due to the unique
position of the province and the city, for they stand
alone, the one as the cradle the other as its constitu-
tional birthplace oi self-^foverniuf; tireater lirilain.

The Canadian Club of Halifa.x is to be highly com-
mended in resolvinp: to turn the circumstances' which
1 have alluded to, to the best possible account. Since
the sugKcstion was made public that steps should be
taken to commemorate in some permanent and
worthy manner the semi-tercentenary of the ori}.'i.i of
parliamentary government within the limits of the
IJominion, many communications have been received
in favour of the proposal. These I would wish to read
on the present occasion, but ] nnist content myself by
a brief reference to th^m.

His Honour has already read to you a telegram
message received from His I'xeellency ICarl (ircy, and
a cable from the Kin.g's Secretary 'of State fir the
Colonies. Lord Crewe. .Another has come from
f.ieutcnant-Governor Dunsmnir, of liritish Columbia.
Many letters have come including one from Lord
Strathcona, from premiers. e.x-|)remiers and ministers,
from universities and edncati<mal departments, from
Canadian Clubs and various boards. The com-
mendations are wide and general. The opinion is
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