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Students are good for more
than drinking beer and eggnog.

But our Students’ Union doesn’t
want to do anything to prove it.

A letter to the editor last week
complained about the image por-
trayed by the SU Phone Directory
cover, which showed students
sitting in a lecture hall with beer
bottles close at hand.

The letter writer wasn’t sure if
this was a suitable image for
students to be projecting.

Maybe not. But the fact that
our last two SU presidents have
held promotional positions with
major breweries can only be a
coincidence.

On Friday, the SU distributed
about $4,000 worth of rum and
eggnog. Well, okay, Christmas is
coming, and it’s a nice way for
students to get into the Christmas
cheer. :

However, this expenditure,
along with $15,000 spent on the
Freshman Introduction Week
dance, points to a major contra-
diction in the spending priorities
of the SU.

The SU Execu-types get all
wound up over a ”"projected” loss
at SU Records (which, incidental-
ly, doesn’t show upon the Budget
they printed on the back of The
Gateway), and losses at Dewey’s
Deli, but can somehow justify an
expenditure of $19,000 on only
two events.

The Execu-types will tell you

No Christmas
M spirit in SU
eggnog

that they’re concerned about run-
ning their services in a business-
like manner, but I'll bet no
business has as high a proportion
of expenditures on entertainment,
alcohol, and travel as the Students’
Union.

But that’s not really the point
of this article.

The point is, it’s getting close
to Christmas, and there’s a heck
of a lot of people out there who
are less fortunate than us students.
People who won’t have a place to
go on Christmas, or don’t have a
family. There are parents who
can’t buy their children new
clothes, or feed them so much
that they’re "too stuffed to jump.”

I’m not making this up; these
people really do exist. Sometimes
students can get a little insulated
from the real world, as we nestle
in this cocoon we call university.

The public is aware of this.
How often have you heard the
term “ivory tower” in reference
to the University.

Students should make every
effort to give something back to
the community, to reach out and
show that we’re not just a bunch
of smug, self-centred swillers with
a propensity to riot in the streets.

Why couldn’t we hold a Christ-
mas dinner for those less fortunate,
attended by students as well?
Tickets could be distributed
through Social Services, .or some
other organization.

Or why not purchase groceries,
and make up Christmas hampers?
Or organize a toy drive, so every
child can have the excitement of
opening a gift on Christmas?

For the students involved, the
experience will be an eye opener,
and might help them better appre-
ciate how good they have it.

Those who benefit will appreci-
ate our efforts, and the community
may see students in a new light.

I don’t think students should
have to pay extra for this, so keep
your donations for the Christmas
Bureau, or any other charitable
organization. The SU represents
us, and should act on our behalf.

It’s probably too late to organ-
ize anything this year, especially
anthing that puts students directly
in contact with the people we're
trying to help.

But I know the Boyle Street
Community Centre would ap-
preciate any help we could give
them with their Christmas dinner.
And if nothing else, the SU could
give a large donation to organiza-

tions that are actually doing some- -

thing for people at Christmas.

With 1.4 million dollars in the
bank, and an obvious wilfingness
to spend money, your SU should
consider making a meaningful
contribution to the community at
Christmas.

There’s more spirit in Christmas
than there is in eggnog.
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A picture is worth a thousand words...
and yours could be worth $500 when you
enter the Alberta Consumer and Corporate
Affairs poster contest.

The contest theme is Dollars and Sense: Information is
the Key. Entries should show that consumers can ben.eﬁt.by
using information available at the public library. The_ winning
original artwork will receive a $500 cash prize and will be
made into a poster to promote the
Consumer Comer section of public
libraries throughout the province. Five
runners-up will each receive a $100
cash prize.

Entrants must be between the ages of 15 and 19 as of

March 31, 1989. Deadline for entries is January 10, 1989.

For contest details and entry forms, visit your local public
library or any Alberta Consumer and

' Corporate Affairs office. Alm
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