
Zeppein's Graffiti-
flahes-of the past

Ifyou Wmeffiber the spon-
tanae'i$,yi' aw pavwer., and throaty
sex of the early Zeppelin material;
if you v"erepleasantly surprised
when the.group turned to ex-
perimental rhythrns. steel guitars.
and incredibIVbeautiful ballads in
Zepl111and IV: if you sortaof 1i Bd
their Houses of the HoIy. but
vveren't really that thrilledw»ith it:
and if you approach their nevest
with a sort of apprehension. as if ta
say 'maybe they\e had it- veli.
you can rest at ease. Physical
Graff iti wiI11 ta le yau bac k.

The double album format is
always abig ris k -few groups are
capable of holding your interest
through four sides of music, but
Zeppelin is oertainly one of them.

Jimmy -Page gets letter at
production ewery time out, and
though his guitar often tales a
backseat to the melodies. rhythms.,
and vocalswhathedoesgiveyou 's
just as good as it eer was.

-Robert Plant flaunts sex with
everyword of "The Wanton Song-,
and the paverful1 roc k sound that
was mostly m'Msing f rom their last
effort is back in full bloom on

Hossof the Holy"(not the
afbum)-and especially "Trampledi
Under Foot."

New twists on this album
irclude. a -more extensî%e use of
John Paul Jones' leyboard talents
(distinctiv.ely Led Zeppelin), and a
couple- of cuts. witha, country
flavor. which the grouppuils7oft,.
\eryvell. indeed.

But Page~s flair frIeu-
usual really hits isstrileon'tovMof
the longe r ctîls, "n the Lightand
"Kashrnir." Boih arevalt in exoes

of five minutes -in lwnth,. but
neither dragson, simfpIy becaSeof
Page's innovation as a produoer
(and a vintage Zepèlin guitar 1ic k
on "in thé Light*.

And, if ' Kashmir'- doesn't
maIe you feel. IeW you're ridirig
doubles with Lawrence of Arabia
on a- carnel, then you probably
missed the movie.

If they could, ha\e put out a
thoee-side album. it would hae
been just about perfect. for there
are a few songe that even the
staunchiest Zeppelin fan couldn't
justify. But ail in ail, ifs their best
n a couple of years. at least.

Jack Farada y

Turtie bids yer's- fare*I
* Steeleye Sa
* Commoners' Crown

Steeleve Span. (inevitably
*ta, be confx2sed with Steely Dan.

but there iis no similarity), is
undoubtedly .the most
suebcessful off -shoot graup
from Fairport Convention.
Formed by Ashley Hutchings. a
founding member of Fairport.
Steeleye Span has recorded
seven albums. Cammoners'
Crown the most recent.
Hutchings has subsequently left
the group. but,the maving force
of Steeleye Span. the long-time
duo of Tm Hart and Madelaine
Prior. fortunately remain.

It'takes great restraint on
my part ta avoid raving on
endlessly about how great
Steeleye Span is. and the quality
of Commoners' Crown makes
this dilemma none the eaýier ta
salve. Well-known for their
unique ability ta blend
traditional folk music with con-
temparary rock. the Spanners
have achieved a reputation in
their field that can be matched
anly by their parent group.
Farport Convention.

The new album. however.
has its faults. the most unfor-
tunate being the decline of
praminence of Maddy Prior.

b.Miss Prior is simply ar' astaun-
ding vocalist. whose crystal-
shattering vaice has became a
trad emark of Steeleye Span. On
Commoners.' Crown. thaugh.
Maddy's vaîce seems ta have
been thrust behîhd the in-
strumenits. and this sloppy
production job on the part of
Robin Black and the Spanners
thern6elves. lessens the impact
of the lyrics.

Maddy Prior does shine
accasionally. thaugh. especial-
ly in the sangs Lord Lankin and
Demon, Lover. She remains.
withaut a doubt. the most
underrated vocalist in the
world.

Steelèye Span has started
ta write its awn music. rather
than continuing ta adapt
traditianal tunes. This is un-
derstandable. for any inspired
musician eventually begins ta
write hus awn music. in his own

kL style. The Spanners have
man aged ta retaîn the unique
touch of falky conventio.nalism.
(bit of a pun there). which sets

4,pm ort trom othe.rs. while

expanding their, focus at the
same time. Die-tiard Steeleye
fans might have trouble accep-
ting this shift in emphasis, but
the fact remains that the graup
has managed ta avoid the
cammon prarblem of falling inta
a rut of mediocrity and lack of
dynamism.

1Paor production has always
hiaunted Steeleye Span. and
Commoners' Crown is no ex-
ception. Loyal fans will perhaps
be able ta accept this problem.
and even if they can't. die-hards
and newcomers alike will be
able ta appreciate the whîm-
sical and original music, of
Steeleye Span.

ODDS AND ENDS:
Seeing that this is my final

review of the year. for which my
editar is unexplainablyjhankful.
I feel a few wrap-up camments
are in order. I feel an urgent

desire ta let it 1e known ta my
faithful reader(s) that Crime of
the Century. an album by Super-
tranlp. should be purchased.
Probably 'the best-produced
album of the ast ten years.
Crime of the Century brings all
the gaad thrngs about. rock
music tagether. 1 neyer thaught
1 would say it. but this album is
better than anything that Peter
Gabriel and Genesis have done.
and those famiiar with Genesis
wiIl reahize what a compliment
this statement is. ..-. Watch for
the new Fairpart album over the
summer... rumour has it that the
Moody Blahs have regrouped ta
resume what some have
erroneously termed a musical
career. Looks like a gaad thing
neyer lasts forever ... l'Il be back
next year wîth my informative.
intelligent. infalible. and in-
furiating'reviews.

Gardon Tirle

Athough Peter Framptoni's
new album is primarily eectric.
he originally went sala in order
ta pursue a mare acaustic
direction.

In an 'exclusive Earth
Starship interview. Peter ex-
phained. "I.left"Humble Pie four
year s ago becaàuýe t* was-
musically frustrating. 1 wanted
to get inta 'a more acaustic
thing. Humble Pie was taa
electric - tao much guitar. Afte
not doing much for nine month s
after leaving Humble Pie I was
dyingg ta go on the road. but 1
had virtuahly no confidence
maoving fram a band ta being a
front man."

Peter is particuharhy proud
of his new album. "Frampton."
Çle says the album is (quate)
'the-resuht of a lot of work and
concentration. It has a similar
feeling throughout. It's notquite
a concept album, bût it.flows
wel .

"h was in a happy frame of
mind when we were recarding
'Frampton' a are
about recorig
We cut f iftee
tried ta kee S
higb'. .L

Although Peter's album ils
rocketing up the trade ctîars
he is displeased with at least
one sang on the ahbui. "'Apple
of Your Eye' shouldn't be on
there.'- he says. "There's
another sang we cut* that
doesn't have a tithe ight now
that lthinkwe should have used.

"I try ta canstruct a song s0
there's a memorable line in it
without overdoing it. Previously
my sangs didn't have a book.
'Fanfare,' off the new album.
doesn't really have a chorus.
and you tend not ta notice it.'-

Speaking of -îis teent date
at Winterland in San Feah~cisca.,
ha emphasized that -it was the
first time we've headlined. and
had people turned'away. If I had
ta choose between playiniglive
and working i 'n a studio. I would
prefer ta work ive. There's an
instant rapport withthe people
that 1 enjoy.

"My next praject right be a
live album. butl1doubt itwill be a
double disc. 'm usually against
double albums beeause there's
ofteQ not enough hýigh quality'
material. The ne-xi album, es-
pècially if it's live. wilI include
more acoustic material than the
ast three albums."

1 Rod Stewart is. planning ta
record a duet single wîth Englmsh
racler Mage Bell because (4uoie)
" Magg ieneds a 1ift." Magg ieis a
highly respected. award winning
singer in Enland. but she hasyêt
tao berome a- sel]-out concert
attraction there, and her bearne is
rtot Wall known in the US. Stewart
won't rev.ea 1 the title af the sang an
whichtheywill duet, butadmitsit*s
a Neil Young composition. In an
interview with Meoy' Maker,
1ýdalso reveaIed thathus nextsolo
album will be recorded with the
Meters and Bobby> Womack.

Ifs been almast a 'year sinoe
Paul Anka began performing the
sang, but he'sstillgettirnggr.iefao\er
his hit "Yau're Having My Baby."

Tl'ê Califamia Institute for
Responsible Parentaad has just
awarded Ankaîtsfirstannual Civic
Consciousnesg Raising Award in
hano rof the song. Acca rd ing ta the
Las Ange les Free Proes.the award
cansists af a gift certificate - gaod
fo r a vasect m y ta be pe rfo rred by
'the doctar of Paul's choioe'.

Meanwhile. rumars are cir-
Icuîating in the rnusic.press that
Anka is sa ticled off at aIl the
criticisms about "You're HavinM
IMy Baby" that he's conside ring
~recording'a sequel tune. This ana
wauld be strongly anti-abortion
andwouldbeDtitled"-You're Kiling
My Baby". Fol le at United Artists
Records. Paul's Label, say they
doubt anything will 'corne of the
idea.

Mean-while. Mica, again
bac led Up by Od ia Coales,- is
climbing the chrns with his new
singjle "I Don't Lile ta Sleep
Alone"-

Sugarloaf's big hit. "Don't
Caîl Us. We'll Cail You." features
a touch-tone telephone open-
ing which is actuallythe number
for CBS Records. 065 is one of
the labels that turned down,
Sugatloaf. The sang. of course.
was inspired by some af the
reactians that Jerry Carbetta
and band- received when look-
.ing, fût a. recording deai.
Sugàrloaf's crîtical loak at the
rock lbusinèss. is an. Claridge

I.?,ecords., 1

Carole King's "Tapestry'
this week ceiebrated a record-
shattering four years on the top.
album chart of Biliboard
magazine. This week ht's number~
190, up, from I198 last week.

The Who have booked
studio tiffie in April for recor-
ding a new album, due ta be
reîeaseâ late this year.

Chrysalis Records is
preparing an album of Jeth.ro
Tull's greatest h.ts he album
wvill be titled"MU- The Best6f
Jettîro TulI." Just what th#
letters M.U. stand for in.the titleýHQwever. ane Chrysalis execnotes that the L.P. should;sMO
-Millions of Units:"-

Currentty on their- an-
nounc.'ed "farewell tour." Hum-
ble Pie may decide not ta break
up. Cash Box m 1agazine repmarts
that a spokespersa n for the
group says the currerit tour
<quote) "couldturnouttobethe
first of many farewell tours. My
opinion- is that tIer*-wlill be a
compromTise.'> -

Foi- the first Iirnê.initeverat
years, nane. of . i e songs
riaminated. for an Acac emny
Award this year as "Best SO~g
from-a film have beeW hits.

The ctosest thing toa hît
récord amo ngthe"BestSpnîg2'
nomînees has been -Matgeezm
McGovern's 'We, bIày Nev*
Love This Way Again"ifrom "Tth
Towering lnferna". 'he. .saOR

received ýsome airpley Qn. 4
reached the 6,Otorn VO of'.111
national top- 1QO dharts. Bt.4J
didn't everrcome clos. to beffià
the success that her tune -TbMorning -After" fro m . th
Poseidon Adventure--"wa.ýs l
year" That sang was aI1
anOscar 'nominee..

-None of the other sor~
candidates for 'neit rn h's

-Academý, Awards have ýhit Vie
chants at ail. They inchude "Bârý
ing Sadd les," -"Benji's 'Theme,-"

"LittLe Prince." The wvinner
be.announced, at. the O0

Presentation April- 8,

On Friday April 4th, Saturdey April 5th, and Sunday April Ot. bsginning eech suening at 8:3D pm, t
Alberta Conemporary Dance Theate wili.pruoent iis anniIlSP RI1NG CO NCE RTat théSUBon the
Unihersity of Alberta Campus. Theý abo%e photo. shot at rehaarael irflemi Charene Tarvérs Albierta
Suite.

rock' -notes

Framp ton happy w itho ut Pie


