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in the very rnidst of these students and institutions,
and a mass of intelligent eommon people, places upon
us the solertn reeipon4bi1ity of beiing partakers in,
pcrhaps, the most important evangelistic qindcrtaking
in the empire.

As to the second element, while recognizing the
limiite, of my etrength, and earnestly hopingy and pray-
ing for additioný' to the staff of workeêrs, 1 have
nothing to complain of in the inatter of freedoîn in

thzantagement of the work and facilities for variety
of 1 ethod. In this I wish to, express my gratitud e Vo
my brethren; for in the înception of a work like this,
parta)king so much of the nature of an tintried experi-
ment, not to, be able to act promptly and authorita-
tively at any particular point might prove, fatal, while
prompt mneetingr of emergencies îs the tifs of progrees
and sucses

The thirdl element, an efficient grotup of workes, if
s0 necessary for the great Central Mission in London,
whsre the people won cani so soon be muade into reli-
able aissistanite, and lay help is at hand in abunidanceý,
it is douly necessary in Japan, where the niaterial on
which wve work is so, completely rawv, aibsolutely uni-
Christian and untouchied of Christian triing, aind ail
Chirisýtian workers are more than fully occupied.

MUSICAL DEPJLRTMENT.

In formulating the plans for the Central Mission,
music has always occupîed an important place. One
of the fir8t things Vo bo titeured was a suitable organ.
Mr. L. C. Peake, of Toronto, came te our aid, and for-
warded us a niagnificent Vocation, subscribing the
whole cf hie commission. The instrument je ini every
way a complete suees. At ths saine tinte, Provi-
dence sent us an unusually-good musician in the
person cf Mr. Ed. (Jauntlett, who earnis his living by
t.aehing in the Governinient Commercial College, and
gives alt his leisurs timte Vo, the musical department of
the Tabernacle. While the generalt aste is stili in
favor cf Japanese music, the opportunity cf hearing
good organ playing îs an education and an attraction,
epecially Vo studente cf the Acadermy cf Music, severat

of whom have been brought Vo Chrilst. We are very
desirous cf procuring a piano, on which lustrumient
Miss CushingI is a superior player, and which would
be agreat adition Vo, our sacred concerts and social
gatherings.

STEREOPTICON VIICWS AND ILLUSTRATIONS8.
The magie lantern has been used more or les. lin

mission work, bath at home and abroad, and le at
present assuming an important position lu connection
with ail great city missions. It bas already done good
work iu Japan, and with careful management iLs use-
fulnesa may be largsly developed. My idea in connec-
tion with the use of Vhe stereopticon ln the Tabernacle
has never been Vo furnish amusement, or Vo do mach
in the way cf exhibitions, but rather Vo make the
illustrations subordinate to the direct teaching they
were intended Vo aid. It vas thought tliey would
attract many Vo eLsen who otherwi'se would never
enter a place cf worship, and that the. instruction thus
given vculd be more impressive and more easily
remembered, and thue more epeedi ly bring forth fruit.

I ami glad Vo say thiat theýe exp)ectations haJveý becun
meeot fully met, by ths gratifying re.-suitsï Lfht we know
hakve already follewed this kinid of work, 8ontmc wh
hail nover heardl the story of the crs aIns4, and were
immiiediately impresseil, put tienevsunder direct
instructions, and are now happy Chri-stianis. It i-s
found, aiso, that the eilidren obtitin Vhvroby ln ae
remiarkably short tinte ani intellig-entudrtaig
cf Vhs "Oll 0d (.Idtory,."

Aiefroni the il lusitratedl sermions, wv liave latil
eversl plea:sant eveing4 for the children -alctr
on astronomny, b y Prof. Dr. Kniott, illtuitrad b1 y tIlde's
kindly lent by Vhe univermiLy; euse on "The V icar cf
Wakefield1(," by Prof. J. M. l)îxen, illu.strated by 41ile.
taken fromn famous drawings; one by Miss Ma1ry
prince, on "Uipe of Art in Venice and Reoin ; "
eu" enchi on Inda itudq Chin, 1,y iiisaionatries, illus-
trated mlissiionary a]renal faict. Every oe cf
these gave great pleasurs and profit Vo latrget audienices,
arnongst whom were imay whei, dtes atttraetel, caelu(
Vo tlhe other services as4 welI, front thseeln thait if
these christianis couid do thait sort cf thing, se well,
perhap.s their Christinnity bad somtetbing geel in it
tee, Somre cf our friendel were et firct rather ilubieus
about thc rnkwic lantern se-rvice on at Suudayet nighit,
but aiter comrniFg and seeing for thsnslvsan tin~d-
ing svsrytbing se reverentl and irrtpreachablyi.ý cen-
duicted, aud thiat a large and intelligent audienice wns
thus broughlt wiUiin rangs cf Christian teaching, very
doubt vanisheil, and they have deolatred therustlvus.
perfectly isatisficd and delighted.

ÂPOLOGETICS.

Althcugh the aitm first and foremuoot cf ail Vruc
mnissgion work i4 Vo bring Christ aud Vhs siriner to-
gether by the presentatiou cf the (;ospl) msae in a
land l11ke Japan, apologetica muait alasplay at
nicet important part a.- hangdmaid Vo the d.irect preach-
ing of the Word. Tite objection that argument
against error rai.es more doubt than it laye,, mnay lis
applicable Vo Christian people nurtured in Christian
thouglit untri faithlist interwoven inte the fibres cf
their being ; butin Japan the almiost universal attitude
of mmid le agnostie, antagonistic or indifferent, and ai
based on ignorance or Vhe indoctrination cf anti.
Christian theories: ths national mmid le one mass cf
doubt- A muitable style cf apologetiesý mppeals Vo thoir
habite cf Vhought, sud leads, lu mnany cetses, Vo
awakening, for mnany are honeat doubLers. Nor i5 the
Launit cf a gospel cf philosophy any mnore appropriate.
No oe vanta Vo proagte a miercly phitesephical
gyospel, but, if vs cen, by stsrting froni a couimon
philosophical standpoint, lead mort Vo -sec thant truc
phllosophy consi-sta iu the subjection of evcryý tbcught
unto the. obedience cf Christ, ves hall be fol lewing in
Vhe footsteps cf Paul and the great masters cf centuries
of succestul Christian evangelleni. Along these liues
vs have, however, thua far been able Vo do al11 too littîs.
Prof. Dr. Howard, viiose naine le weli known in
Europe sud America, snd whose faine ais a leader lu
certain branches cf mnedical research had preceded him
Vo Japan, delivered Vhs first apolo.eeie lecture in Vhs
Tabernacle, on " The Christ Judged b y Scientific
Methods,» sud vas greeted by eue of, Vhe fineSt


