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A CORRESPONDENT writes us from Riviere du Loup to com-

plain that the critics of the Government railways are unfair to

the employees. Ile clainis that the staff of the Intercolonial

is as hardworking a set of men as any other railway staff ini Canada.

He thinks it unfair to try to ruake profits for an unprofitable rond hy

taking money from conscientious and painstaking employees.

The most interesting portion of lis letter contains an admission

that the critics who are advocating the transfer of the Intercoloniai,

for operation, to some one of the three private railway corporations,

are quite correct. He is apparently weary of Government mismanage-

ment, and wouid prefer private operation. Indeed, lie goes so far as

to say that this "is likely the secret desire of every employee of the

raiiway." This is mucli worse than any of us anticipated. If the new

management has a set of employees who ail favour private operation

Ihow eau tliey possibly succeed in making tlie road a financial success?

It looks as if Mr. Graliam's commission liad attempted the impossible.

STARVING FOR THE CAUSE

\wTHEN convictions rendh the starving point, one is forced to take
them seriously, however absurd the starving propagandists

may have seerned. The Englisli women who carry the suffrage agita-

tion to the point of starving for their vîews are, at ieast, desperately

in earnest and wili give the world a deeper impression of their sin-

cerity by their refusai of brown bread and trencle than by any other

method of enforcement. Hlunger is elementai -and supremely convinc-

ing. Wlien our neiglibour professes an admiration for Bacli's pre-

Indes or M'histier's "arrangements," we may be entireiy unmoved or

skeptical. Wlien lie goes witliout beef or beer, ini order to buy a pic-

ture or attend a conîcert, we yieid to lis sincerity, liowever bewilder-
ing bis desires may appear. Wlicn lie is wiliing to starve for a cause,

ve may cal] him afanatic, but weiinvist believe in the compel,
earnestness of his belief.

Consequently, the suffragettes who are choosing starving
emaciation that they may hiasten the day of votes for women are
fording the most primitive argument in that behaif. Tears, spee
fying, belabouring of the Asquith hall door will flot begin to do w
a few days of starvation will accomplish. Even the men who h

heen bitterly opposed to them are uineasy at the thouglit of the 1(
of the suffragettes not having her daily bread. The vote for wor
may be amiong the issues at the next general election in Great Brit

AN IMPERIAL DUTY

M4 R. JOSEPH BERNIER, M.P.P., member for St. Boniface, c
.LA tributes an article on the Empire to Le Manitoba, St. Bonif;

and the following is a translation of his closing ýparagraF
"Our population is composed of different elements-Engi

French, Scotch, Irish, Americans, Germans and many others. amor
which the (Jalicians and Poles are numerous. Every one must h
his eyes turned towards the saine goal. Ail must be Canadian at hi,
and in spirit, otherwise our great dreams for the future will nevei
realised; but there must be a standard arotund which ail these cîtiz,
whatever blood might run iti their veins, can uinite as a great fart

"That standard can be no other than the British flag. No pe<
can expect to live' and become great without a fiag-loved,.respec
and cheered. The flag represents the country. The flag is that sini
piece of ciotli which, fioating over a house or at the top of a mast, s
clearly and highly the aims and ideas of a citizen. For us Canad1i;
the British flag means liberty and power; the British fiag means un
unity of action, unity of thought. To-day more than ever should
see the raising of the British fiag in ail the colonies of England.
must be proved to the world that England is not isolated in lier i
and that the British crownl is formed with ail the jeweis spread in
world like Canada, Australia, New Zeaiand and the others.

SASKATCHEWAN'S WONDERFUL WHEAT HARVEST
Ho n. Mr. Moth/erwell Explains the Phenomenon

Editor CANADIAN COURIER:

Sir,-Prcmier Scott 'lias landed to, me your
wîre of the i5th instant, in whidh you state that
the public are inciined to doulit that Saskatchewan
this year produced eiglity-six million bushels of
wlieat. Sucli lesitane>' ini accepting the report is
perlaps excusable whcn we, who are most closel>'
ini toudli with the development of our province, can
scarcely realise how rapidi>' it is reaching the high
position whiclî it seems destined to attain. And
whule the present resuits surprise tlicm, it is weil
that our people should prepare theinseives for thc
day-not far distant-wlien Saskatdhewan's wheat
crop will bie mcnsured by Iundrcds of millions of
bushels.

Witl regard to the aiieged production of wlieat,
I have to say that our Bulletin No. 13 indicated
that 86,668,692 bushels of whcat would bie harvested.
Our bulletin did flot realiy give an estima te of the
crop, but stated that the average yiel per acre
was estimated to bce 22 bushels. Commenung upon
thc estimatcd yield, tiat Bulletin said : "Whule these
figures may bic a fair approximate, it is still ratier
early to use thcm as a basis of calculation for the
total yield of the province ........ They ' were,
liowever,' feit to bic so near>' accurate that, unlcss
thc crop wcre injured b>' frost or b>' severe bail
storms, practically that quantit>' would lie thrcshed.

To obtain the data to whidli reference has been
made oui' crop correspondents werc askcd eari>' ini
August to estimate thc average yield per acre; and
upon the reports of about 900, township corre-
spondents was linscd tic estîmated yield of 22
bushels per acre. But that estimate was 'made lie-
fore tic crop was iarvcstcd and there was stili a
possibîlit>' of the yields ieing lessened is> unfavour-
able conditiong. TIn order, tîcrefore, to have tIe

opnin of oui' correspondents respectirng tic con-
dtilon of the crops at maturity, and when île>' had
actual>' been harvcsted, a later circulai' was sent
out to tim. At the time wien tle first estimate
was made, it could flot lie foreseen wietîcr tIc
crops wouid mature as well as their condition at
that tume gave cause to expect. Tiere was stili
a possibiity of their bcung damagced more or lcss.
But when thc second circular was retumned, harvest
was practically ended, and no eventualit>' couid
mnaterially affect the resuits. Oui' correspondents
were uniform>' of thc opinion tisat tic harvest was
coniplctcd under extremnel>' favourable conditions
and that the yieid was ver>' lîttie bclow ticir

original estimate. There was, liowever, a sliglit
change, and Bulletin No. 14, now ini the press, 'wihi
sunimarise the latest crop circular, according to
which, the crops are expected to yield approxîmate-
ly as foliows:

Est. acreage. Average. Total yicld.
Wheat .... ..... 3,912,497 21.49 84,095,050
Oats..... ..... *2,192,416 46.9 102,821,244

Bariey.... ...... 235,463 34.1 8,030$229
Fiax ........... 278,835 13.96 3,893,3o6

There is, of course, a siight difference bctween
these figures and the earlier estimate to whidh ex-
ception lias been taken. But Wlien anaiyzed that
difference will probably lie found to lie due to a
fulier consideration liaving 'been giveil to the hailed
anid otlierwise'damaged areas, and to a more per-
fect knowledge of the f acts.

Certainly the liesitancy in accepîng these figures
inust lie due to a fancied exaggeration of the facts
as stated. But let us refer to some of tlie other
estiniates tliat lave been made, and to, themcthods
emnployed ini ari'iving at our estimate. The pre-
limînary estimate of the Census & Statistics Office
was 91,941,000 bushels, or an average yieid Of 24.95
busheis per acre. This estimate w-as subscquently
reduced to 85,566,oco bushels. The Manitoba Fre
Press covercd thc province very carefuly, and after
making adequate deductions for losses. botl actual
and prospective--for the h.arvest was still far from
cuided-concluded tiat the yicid of wlieat would bic
70,i30,000 busheis, or an average of about 17
bushl.i per acre. This also was the average yicld
estimiated by the Northwest Grain Dealex-s' Asso-
ciation.

Now just a word regarding the estimates made
ini previous ycars by thc Department of Agricul-
ture. Since thc organisation of the Departmrent
in i898S it lias been shown b>' actual threshers' me-
tumus that ini evcry case the prelimuniiar>' estimates
of our correspondents were below the actuai, yieids,
and there is no reason to suppose that thc presept
is an>' exception. The methods employed by the
Bureau of Statisties of our dcpartment are thorough
and complete. Thc whole crop-reporting service
is divided accordung to the new uniformi munici-
palities into which thse province is being divided,
and the area of each of the principal crops lias been
carefuilly computed for ecd municipality. The
average yield in each of these districts is estimated
b>' oui' township corresp ondents and the product is
tien computed b>' municipalities, after which thse

totals for the province are ascertained. The schi
includes the appointment of a ieading farmer
each township as a crop correspondent for, his d
trict.

1The report under consideration was prepar
froma returns supplied by about 900 members
our crop reporting service wliicli comprises appro,
ma>te;y 1,300 meni. Tliree weeks elater, repor
were received from 692 of tlie samne meni and a
embodied in Bulletin No. 14, w'hidli estimates t
yield of wlieat to bie 84,o95,o5o bushels. If any cc
firmation of our estimated yields were needed, it
found in tlie despatdhes appearing daily in tlie Io(
press, wliich report yields, of twice that given
tlie average for tlie province, and tliese reports a
flot estimates but actual resuits. Corroborati
evidence is contained in tlie f act that the Fast ca
flot supply ail the heip that the West needs. >1
day we are receiving telegrains from ail parts
our province asking« for men, and we cannot secv
tim. Manufactureérs of tliresliing madhinery nei
had so great a demand for threshung outfits a
the sale of binders was phenomenal.

But wliy should we flot have eighty mnilli
busheis of wlicat in Saskatchewan this year?
is truc that two months ago.so magnificent a Cr
was not expectcd, for the sprung was undoubtec
late. But there have been since scedung sudhp
fect weather conditions that the province lias reap
a crop which, whie flot at ahl a maximum as -
gards average yields,' is nevcrtlieless the best ti
the province lias yet produced, wlien considered
every way. And the higli quality of thie crop
most gratifying. There are indications that fu
75 Per cent. of it will be better than No, 3 Nori
cru, whie much of it will grade No. i or No.
Northern. The average lengtli of time ini whi
the crops were mnatured was: Wheat, 112 da,
oats, lo5 days; barley, 92 days; fiax, 1o1 days; a
these figures aîmnost constitute a record. T
season demonstrates the productiveness of c
province when given the requisite warmth and me
ture as required.

0f course, ini every season there are -,omne w
are sO unfortunate as to have poor crops or to ha
them bhailed. Thli latter contingencY is flot un(
our control, but the former i s very largely in c
own hands; and in sudh a year as this tic resti
of energy and tlirift are abundantly evident.

Yours very trnly,
W. R. ýMOTTHRWELI..

Regina, Sept. 23, 1009.


