ng herself to speak of that. It
Baton who halted and asked,
we go on?”

walked on slowly. “I wish
Ou could tell me more about
yourself, Mr, Haton.”
V1Sh: 80 too,” he said.
48N why can you not?” She turn-
him frankly; he gazed at her a
Mt and then looked away and
O% his head. How had she an-
4, in what she already had said,
iestion which lay below what he
Sked her? In her defence of busi-
did she know all the cruelties of
§ and defend the wrong she
» together with the right, as in-
@? Or: did she not know all of
“Was: known: even under her
- Toof; and if she knew all,
- She then loathe or defend it?
°F motor sped near, halted and
Deeded on again; Eaton, looking
W it was a runabout with Avery
in it; evidently, seeing them in
, Avery had halted to protest,
thought better of it and gone on.
ther motors passed now with
Who spoke to Harriet and who
d to inquire for her father and
im well.
Ur father does not seem to be
the great men without honour
'Wn neighbourhoed,” Eaton said
after one of these had halted

€ry one who known Father likes
ires him!” she rejoiced.

ON’t mean exactly that,” Eaton
0. “They must trust him. too,
extraordinary way. His as-
ates myst place most complete
ce in him when they leave to
e adjustment of matters such
iderstand they do. There is no
I comprehend it, that any of
sl‘ﬁwerful men who ask his advice
hold him accountable if he were
' to them; yet men of the most
t  types,, the most inimical and
: Dlace their affairs in his hands.
‘ells them what is just, and they
his decigion.”

et shook her head.
Quite that,” she said,
at, then?”

U are correct in saying that men:
© most opposite sorts—and most
“Oncilable to each other—constant-
Ce. their fate in Father’s hand;
then he tells them what they
do, they abide by his decision.
® doesn’t decide for them what

“Nay it

on’t understand.”

ther cannot tell them which side
'because, if_ he did that, they
W't consider his: decision; and

‘he would lose all influence for
relations. So he doesn’t tell
What is just.” :
*hat does he tell them, then?”
tells them what would be the
e if they fought, who would win
0 would lose and by how much.
ley helieve him and abide by his
0n  without fighting; for he
and they know that he knows
bsolutely honest.”
0N wags silent for a moment as
lked along. “How can he come
decision?” he asked at last.

n, much of the material pre.
him must be documentary.”’
1 of it ig.”™

U will pardon me,” Eaton pre-
“but of course I am immensely
ed. How are fhese written out
m-—in Braille characters or
tters for: the blind?” :
~m’ that would not be practicable
: of them.”

oD some-one must read them to

Course.”

. started to speak—then re-

a.
Nat m‘;rere you going to say?” she

- the person—or persons—who
the: documents to him must oe-
an extremely delicate position.”

does. In fact, I think that posi-
Father’s one nightmare.”

are?” :
Derson he trusts must not only

‘ documents; and: so it is done:

THE COUR

be absolutely discreet but absolutely
honest.” ‘

“I should think so. If any one in
that position wanted to use the infor-
mation brought to vour father, he
could make himself millions overnight,
undoubtedly, and ruin other men.”

“And kill Father too,” the girl add-
ed quietly. ‘“Yes,” she said as Eaton
looked at her. “Father puts nothing
above hig trust. If that trust were be-
trayed—whether or not Father were
in any way to blame for it—1I think it
would kill him.”

“So you are the one who is in that
position.”

“Yes; that is, I have been.”

“You mean there 1s another now;
that is, of course, Mr. Avery?”’

“Yes; here at this house Mr. Avery
and I, and Mr. Avery at the office.
There are some others at the office
whom Father trusts, but not com-
pletely: and it is not necessary to
trust them wholly, for all Father's
really important decisions are made
at the house, and the most important
records are kept here. Before Mr.
Avery came, I was the only one who
helped here at the house.”

“When was that?” ;

“When Mr, Avery came? About five
years ago. Father had an immense
amount of work at that time. Busi-
ness conditions were very much un-
settled. There was frouble at that
time between some of the big Eastern
and Western men, and at the same
time the Government was prosecuting
the Trusts. Nobody knew what the
outcome of it all would be; many of
the biggest men who consulted Father
were like men groping in the dark. I
don’t suppose you would remember
the time by what I say; but you would
remember it, as nearly evervbody else
does by this: it was the time of the
murder of Mr. Latron.”

“Yes: I remember that,” said Eaton;
“and Mr. Avery came to you at that
time?”

¢\ ES; just at that time I was

[ thrown ffom my horse, and

could not do as much as I had

been doing, so Mr. Avery was sent to
Father.”

“Then Mr. Avery was reading to

.him at the time you speak of—the time

of the Latron murder?”

“No; Mr. Avery came just after-
ward. I was reading to him at that
time.” ; ;

“No one but you?” e

“No one. Before that he had had
Mr. Blatchford read to him sometimes,
but—poor Cousin Wallace!—he made
a terrible mistake in reading to Father
once. Father discovered it before it
was too late; and he never let Cousin
Wallace know. He pretends to trust
Cousin Wallace mnow with reading
gome things; but he always. has Mr.
Avery or me go over them with him
afterward.”

“The papers must have been a good
deal for a girl of eighteen.”

“At that time, you mean? ' They
were: but Father dared trust no one
elge”

“Mr. Avery handles those matters
now for yonr father?” -

“The continuation of what was going
on then? Yes: he took them up at
the time I was hurt and so has kent on
looking after them; for there has been
plenty for me to do without that: and
those things have all been more or less
seftled now. They have worked them-
selves out as things do, thouch they
geemed almost unsolvable at the time.
One thing that helped in their solution
was that Father was able, that time, to
urge what was just, as well as what
was advisable.” i

“You mean that in the final settls-
ment of them no one suffered?”

“No one, T think—except, of course,
poor Mr. Latron; and that was a priv-
ate matter not connected in any direct

‘way with _the questions at issue. Why

do vou adk all this, Mr. Baton?”

T was merely interested in vou-—in
what your work has been with your
father, and what it is,” he answered
guietly.

His step had slowed, and she, un-
consciously, had delayed with him.
Now she realized that his manner to-
ward her had changed from what it
had been a few minutes before; he had
been strongly moved and drawn to-
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