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'l'ie voiiiig Riisîan exile nained Silverstei is h\Io tlhre\\ a light cd

itttrb into the midst of a cro\x d gatbered inii~nî Square, vas nl(t

co\arti. ftor ]le ri-keti hi. a'wvn hie in a crazv atcnipt t do souctiinmg

in the cause of alleged 1-ibertv. '[ho murder oE a pries in Colorado

and some pyrotechuiicai talk from anarcbists in Chicago bave stîrred

up a degrc of uneasiie-ss anmong sober citizens of the Vnitedl States.

llowever, the editur of tbe . r4nitis probabiy sv;ser thani anv ther

counisellor of the Repubiic wvben lie urges that the law shouid be

cnforccd reienitiessiy agaînist anlyone who incites another to violence

but tbat the loquacious anarchisl is killed more easilv 1w contempt

tihan by any other treatment. 'fli San Francisco syriter points to

England's policy by way of exampie. Engiand is coniparativcly free

from anarcbist outrage; and yet London is almost the only capital In

Europe wliere the anarcbist may say and do anytbiing that pleases

him, so long as Ie keeps within tlie bounds of the laws. He mav

tinfurl bis precions red fiag in Hyde Park and screecli liimself boarse

against ahl authority wie the bored and supercilious policemn stands

by to see tbat the course of lis oratory is flot vioienthy interrupted.

The anarcbist is vain, above ahl other created beings, and so long as

lie is aliowed to talk, he is not likely 10 menace the well-being of the

State. But tlie moment lie is advertised or bis eloquence is tbreatened

witb suppression lie becomes a danger 10 the Governmnent. England

lets liim îaik to bis îongue's content, benevolently regards bis red

flag as a liarmiess and somewhat picturesque featture and lier Sovereigui

and Prime Minister are safe from maniac attack. If that "interestîng

virago," Emnma Goîdman, bad been ignored or good-natuiredly alhowed

to sliriek bier ungentie sentiments to lier unsoaped audience, she wouhd

be hess influential tban she is to-day, since the attempt at deportation

bas faihed. Thie strenuous lady exuhts in the so-cahhed "persecution"

and redoubles lier efforts at spectacuhar speech. 'fle edîtor of L.a

Questione Sociale, the anarchist paper of Paterson, Newv jersey, whicb

President Roosevelt lias suppressed, is no doubt regarding binmself as

an understtudy for thie martyr.

THE DECADENCE 0F DRAMA

IT is several vears silice Mr. Williamn \\inter. the veteran dramnatic
critic of New York, starthed*thte public by lis burning denuncta-

t.ion of niany of the most popuhar performances of the day. Simîce

that time, the "draina" seems to have steadiîly become flimsier and

more vulgar witli eacb season. ,\ coniçdian wlio was phaying iii

Canada hast week and w~ho usually maniages to divert his audiences
wiîli dean fun dechared to a ncwspaper reporter that many of "these

jingling musical comiedies are fillcd xvitl vulgarity froîm begininig

to end." Thle ehenient in the musical comedy whicli is most undesir-

able is unquestionably the chorus girl. \Vitb feîv exceptions, thiese

members of the cast are uneducated, unmelodious and blatant. 'fley

appeai to the least ehevating impulses and are a source of degradation
to mucli that is calhed "draina." The few who are above the sort

of performance required fromn the chorus giîrl mnake their escape as

soon as possible from that class of tliealrical exhibition. Tlie journals

devoted to draina are beginning to dephore the introduction of the

cliorus girl witli ber dreary vulgarities and inane following. If any-

one wlio cares ho see a good play, by some unliappy fortune finds

himself forced bo attend the average musical comedy, the words of

Mr. W inter corne back wîh. mournful appropriateness: "Tlirec-

cornered girls, prochaimed as 'actresses,' 'rasp tlie welkin witli voices

xvbich rival tlie screecli of the peacock . . . Tlie plays of "tlie hour are

mostly furnished by writers who manifest tlie brain of the rabbit coin-

Pbîned witli the dignity of the wet lien."
Tlie "dramna" of England is afflicted by a similar bliglit. "Drivel

for th'le Dregs" is wliaî Mr. Stead called the ordinary music-hall pro-

gramme and many of the popular theatres afford nothing better. The

dramatic instinct belongs to liumanîty. Dramna lias been and may be

a noble ehement in our civilisation, attracting the keenest intellects tol

ils interpretative service. Its degradation, let us liope, is only terr-

porary. There are a few theatres in the country wliich endeavour to

provide piays of the better ciass but too many are given up ho trashy

and vulgar musical comedy or vaudeville.

NOMINATING CANDIDATES

TF HE quadrennial and quinquennial nominating farces are ho be
enacted this year in tliree cases; tlie Ontario general ehection,

lie, Quebec general election and the Dominion general election are
isiglit. Tlie "ward" and "riding" bosses are now selecting the dele-

gates to, the nominating conventions. Few men can gel on these
favour 'ed lists unless they agree with the "boss" as ho, Who shouhd be

itr t;dclegate la ta url n;s~ 1ttl'a\ iîge>~1>\oeI l~t

candiate.
i\ ew (f tl;(>ý parc ,wi cLtc et clc tit~ decide thiat

st andi so" shall min Ii ?dntreal East or -t anid so" t''.all bc the

candidate ili Nortlb Toronto. 'l'le presideunt of the \\ard Asstciation

is dicn called ini and] gis en lis ordcrs. Ile goes (tuit and arranges the

iiotiiîiidti. I n couiir constituelicics thie line- are iiot drawnl so

closcly as in city conistitueniciesý bossismn neyer sectireti inucli foot-

hold in townships an(i villages. Wbenci ail tlw delegates arc selected,

the nominating convention mecets. 'Ehe word is passed around among

these *hanid-pickcdl" <lelegates ilhat the leaders favour Mr. Biank, and

Mr. Illanik gets the votes of the faithfnl. Lsuially the nomination is

bis on the first ballot. Then Mr. Biank is introduced as the choice

of the convention, xvhereas thiere is reallb no choice-the delegates

have tlutifully donc as they were told. Amiid chieers for the candidate

and the leader, the delegates dlisp)erse to thecir homes to forget, as

speedily as niay bc, the exiiil)i ionf pnisillanimi-ity which they have

nmad e.
In probably onie-balE the cases ini eci electioni, the ranik and file

of cithier party svill have no say as to whio tle candidate shial be. 'Fli

delegate who refuses to pletige himself in adv ance, wvill probably be

appointed an "'alternative," and find that hie is not required. This is

party govcrninent as it works ont. It bas conie to this5 pass because

business and professional inen think thev <leinean themnselves wlien

tbey mix Up inl "ward" polities.

This partially explains why so nliany poor candidates get nomnina-

tions and why there is not a higlier average of abiiity ailong niembers

of legisiatures and parliaments. It also explains why t1e best men

in parliament, often cornte froni the rural constituencies. The greater

freedont of choice and the higlier standing of the delegates enables

the rural constitudency to select the mari wlho is really mnost fitted for

the position.

GAME AND THE FORESTS

0 UR gaine can only bc l)reserved by protecting our frssti
was the sumtming up at tbis week's meeting of the Ontario ili

and Gamne Protective Association. .Aready ýManiitoba, Alberta,

Q uebec and New Brunswick have adopted the idea as weil as Ontario,

and great reforms are expected in the near future.

'Yen years ago a forest was, in most parts of Canada, considered,

a nuisance or an asset of limîted vaiue. Even tbe trees along the

roadways, line fences and watercourses wevc ruthlessly cut down.

Now we have discovered that ail tbis waste is the reverse of economïc.

We find that we bave destroyed mnillions of dollars, have opexîed UI)

the watercourse to the sun and subjected ourselves to ail the dangers

of spring floods, and have destroyed the natural liaunts of tbe gaine.

and fish which made the sporting season so attractive. We find that

we were quickly turning our country into one vast treeless tract,

tending to be monotonous, lacking in variety and presenting only one

idea to the mind of the weary agriculturist. Witli the woods, the

gamne and the fish gone, how dull wouhd be our existence! When

nature had lost her charm, how we could preserve that love for.the

naturally beautiful whicli alone may combat materialism?

Professor Fernow tells us liow vahuable the forces may become

and lie also tells us that by protecting the forest we may perpetuate

a supphy of venison which will be wortli millions of dollars annually

to the people of Ontario. In tlie little kingdomn of Prussia, the aniual

mrarketed venison is valued at tbree millions of dollars. In Ontario,

it miglit be worth ten or even fifteen.
In Scotland, shooting districts rent for sums runniing as higli as

twenty-five thousand dollars a year. Add to this te value of the

grazing, of the product of certain arable portions, and the value of the

ripe trees, and you have an annual income of considerable proportions.

Moreover, there are mnany districts in Ontario and elsewbere that are

of no value for any other purpose. The attempt to turn sucli districts

into agricultural selîlements has resulîed in failure.

Sucli associations as these and sucli discussions should be encour-

aged by ail broad-minded citizens. Mr. Evans niay be a faddist, but

he lias done wonderful work in organizing this body and securing

the assistance of sucli men as Professor Fernow and Dr. Hornaday.

* In these public movements, the general mass of tlie people are

apt to stand back and leave the work 10 a few leaders. This should

flot be. If the general public would lalk more about gaine preserva-

tion and forest protection, the laws and regulations would soon be

materiaily improved. Moreover, wanton destruction would rapidly

become unpopular.


