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.A.Mengc from His Exccllew‘y the Licmcmmz Governor 1eith eundry ])npatchcs rclalmgr to the Indians of i
. Prbmm‘e »
F. B HEAD

" The Lieutcnant Govurnor, with refefénce to the surrender by the crown of the controul of the fer-
. ritorial revenue to the Provincial Legislature,” deems it right {0 -communicate to the ‘House of Asse: :nbly the
.. accompanying copies and cxtracts ol a correspondence between the: - Locul-and Impérial Covernments on the
- subject of the Indians in- this Province, and the liberal protection ‘and care which they are entitled to claim,
" from the Legislature, as thc ofiginal possessors of the sod and wmch hc doubts not the House of: Assembly

" will cheeerfully recogmze . o , . ) .

 Goveanuent House, . z
20th January, 1838.

*No. 70. C
: 0
. ( W) Tonortro, 20th August, 1836
- M! Lonp ; S
. . Your Lordsha is.aware that my. predecessor, Sir John Colborne, with a view to cwnllze and -
chnstm.nm the Indians who inhabit the country north of Lake Huron, made arrangements for erccting cer-
taint buildings on the great Manatoulin: Island, and’ for delivering, - on this spot to the. vnsmng lndlzms, ‘their
prescnts for the present year. L _ Lo _

i " The instructions wh:ch lrecenved from your Lordshnp to’ countcmct or defer thcse nrrangements, :
reached me too. faté to be acted upon, and it being impracticable to promulgate to the Indians tbnt they were -
" not w assemble there, 1 determmed to proceed to !hc Island and attend the. meetmg , o

. " I was five days going there.in a cnnoe, .and' dnnng that Eenod, as well as during my retnru, had an i
‘opportunity of meandering through, and living upon the lslnnds which are on the North shore of Lake Huron,
.md which exceed i in number twentv-three thousand. S

.\lthough formed of ‘granite, they are covered: with various trees growmg in the interstices of thc rocks
and ‘with several descrlpﬁons of berries upon whlch the Indians feed the surrounding waters abound in fish.

- ' On arriving at the great Manatoulm lsland, where- lwaa rece:vcd by fifteen. lmndred !ndmns, who ‘
" had assembled for their presents, I found that this Island as well as those 1 bad mentioned, belong (under the
.-~ crown) to the Chippewa and Ottawa Indians, and that it would, therefore, be necessary to obtain their per-
T uusslon before we could avml ourselves of them for the benefit of the other tnbes . o

: Although I'did pot approve of the: msponaibﬂlty, as well as the expcmc of attractmg as had beeu h
‘proposed, the wild Indions from the country north of Lake Huron to Manatoulin, yet it was evident to me’
. that we should rcap a very great _benefit.if we could pcrmnde thege Inditns,who are now i ;eding the progress’
- of civilization in U. Canada, to resort to a place g the double advantage of being a
them, (inasmuch. as it affords ﬁshmg, hinting, bm!-shootmg and frmt,) and yet in no-way adapted to the white:
population. -Many Indians have “ﬁ been in the habit. of living in their. canoes among these islands,” and,
" {rom them, from every en%mry I could make, and from my own observation, I felt convinced that a vast bene-
ult would be. conferred both upon thelndums andthe Prov:ncc by prevmlmg upon them to xmgmte to thxs.
place.. - ‘ ,
- I accordmg!y explamed my views in_private - mtemews whxcb [ bad w:th the Chnefs, and I'then ap-
pointed & Grand Council, on wblch they should all assemble to discussthe subject, .md de]xberately to declare; _
theiropinions. -~ - - . _ _

When the day arrived;. I addressed them at some length and explamed to them, as clearly as | wag
§ ab!e, their real mterests, to which l found them very scnsxbly alive. - o

-The Indians had prev:ously assemb]ed to dehberate upon the subject and had appointed one of thcnr o

- ;"'reat'est orators to reply to me.

: The individual se]ected was bxgonah (the Blackbu'd), celebrated among them for. hmmg, it'is sa.xd on.
‘many pubhc occasions, spoken without ance stopp:ng, from sunrise to supset. .

L Nothing could be more sausfactory than the calm dehbemte manner in which the Cbxef g\ve, in the

* name of .the- great Ottawa tribe; his entire approval of my projects; and as the Chippewas and Otiawas thus -
consented to give up the twenty-three thousand islands, and as the Saugnns also ‘consented to give up-a million -

- and a half acres adjoining the: lands of the Canada Company, I thought it advisable that a short plain memo-.

. randum should be drawn up; exghnnmryofthefongmgmngc metits, to be” signed by the Chiefs while in .

" .Council, and witnessed by the Church of England, Catholic and Methodxst Clergymen who wcrc present; as.
‘xvell as by the several officers of Hm Majesty’s govemment. ’ T Co '

' I enclose to _your Lordshxp a copy of this most xmportnnt document whu-b with a. wampum atmched :
to it,” was executed in duplicate ; one copy remammg with’ me, the other bemgdeposued vnth a Chief ge]ected
gby the various tribes for that purpose - h

.. Your Lordshxp will at once percexve tbat tbe document is not i lega.} i’onn but our dcaﬁngs w;xh the -
- Indians have been only in eqmty, and Twas thereibre anxlous to shew that the tmnsact:on bad been eqmtabl\ -
C explamed to them.: : . o , ;

mirably adaptedt,



