$XE REPRESENTATION—LAW OF 1320, 5

gle of the British Constitauon, by which the Pirst Repog.
‘will of the represeanta.ives of the people delibera- '
tely expressed becomes a supreme Law te wiich

all who take office must submii, and by which

the loss of public confidence insures the loss of

officc and power, is in Upper Cinada unknown.

{nsiead of admitting the solemn responsibitiiy of

public men ; instead of political rights equally

gnjoyed by all, the people are limited to the
principle of petitioning ¢a Executive Council

who may or inay sot hear their complaints, and a
Governor over whose advisers they have no
constitatienal cenirol; and interests are genera~

ted, opposed t; them, and over which they can

exercise no effective inflnence..

By the Constitutional Act, ministers of the Ecclesiasticy
gospel, and all priests and ecclesiastics, were }»,r(;’nk;":‘?{ﬁw .
prohibited from sitiing in the House of Asseni-the Assembly
bly, but might be called to the Legislative only
Louncil. Clergymen were not, however, pre-
venitzd from being appointed members of the
Executive Government of the Colony.

The state of the representation in the House Representa.
of Assembly was altered and amended by suc-hon L &
cessive Parliaments; and the act of 1820, now 1820,
in force, contains the following provisions :

Counties contdining one thousand seuls are to present as-
be reprosented by one member. When they eon- rangement
tain four thousand inbabitants they age to send
two members. Each Town in which the Quar-
ter Sessions ef the District are authorized to be
holden is t0 send ene member as soon as it shail
contain ‘one thousand souls; and whenever an
University shall be established it is to be repre-
sented by one member, Counties containing
dess than one thadusand souls to be annexed to the
next adjoining County, Persons qualified ta
v)te in towns shall not vote in the counties in
‘which such towns are situated, upon the same
frechold, This act did not authorize any reduce
tion of the number of members then represents
ing any connty or counties. i

“In an act passed in 1824 the County of Car- Batburst Dig
leton was divided into two counties, but it was tict
previded that each Couaty should only send one
mwember to the House of Assembly whatever
might be its populatica.

The inequality of the present state of the representa- Minalﬁty tmf!
tien in the House of Assembly is so very great asto enable ?:; u’;::“ e
tﬁz_e minority to pass laws binding o the magority; and ity.



