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That the welfare of a sparse and widely scattered population of British
subjects of European origin, already inhabiting these remote aud unorgan-
ized territories, would be materially enhanced by the formation therein of

political institutions bearing analogy, as far as circumstances will admit,
to those which exist in the several Provinces of this Dominion.

That the 146th section of the  British North America Act, 1867, pro-
vides for the admission of Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory,
or either of them, into union with Canada, upon the terms and conditions
to be expressedin Addresses from the Houses of Parliament of this Domin-
ion to Your Majesty, and which shall be approved of by Your Majesty in
Council.

That we do therefore most humbly pray that Your Majesty will be
graciously pleased, by and with the advice of Your Most Honorable Privy
Council, to unite Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory with this
Dominion, and to grant to the Parliament of Canada authority to legislate
for their future welfare and good Government ; and we most humbly beg
to express to Your Majesty that we are willing to assume the duties and
obligations of government and legislation as regards these territories.

That in the event of Your Majesty’s Government agreeing to transfer
to Canada the jurisdiction and control over the said region, the Govern-
ment and Parliament of Canada will be ready to provide that the legal
rights of any corporation, company or individual within the same shall be
respected, and placed under the protection of Courts of competent jurisdic-
tion.

And furthermore that, upon the transference of the territories in ques-
tion to the Canadian Government, the claims of the Indian tribes to com-
pensation for lands required for purposes of settlement will be considered
and settled in conformity with the equitable principles which have uni-
formly governed the British Crown in its dealings with the aborigines.

All which we humbly pray Your Majesty to takeinto Your Majesty’s
most gracious and favorable consideration.

" The Senate, Tuesday, December, 1'7th, 1867.

(Signed), JosgpH CAUCHON, Speaker.
House of Commons, Monday, December 16th, 1867.
(Signed), JaMEs CoCKBURN, Speaker.

ScaepULE (B).
1. Resolutions.

May 28th, 1869.

Resolved,—That the Senate and Commons of the Dominion of Canada,
during the first session of the first Parliament of Canada, adopted an Ad-
dress to Her Majesty, praying that Her Majesty would be graciously
pleased, by and with the advice of Her Most Honorable Privy Council,
under the provisions of 146th section of the * British North America Act,
1867;” and on the terms specified in that Address, to unite Rupert's Land
and the North-West Territory with this Dominion, and to grant to the
Parliament of Canada anthority to legislate for their future welfare and
good government, and assuring Her Majesty of the willingness of the
Parliament of Canada to assume the duties and obligations of government
and legislation as regards those territories.

Resolved,~That the Joint Address of the Senate and Commons of
Canada was duly laid at the foot of the throne, and that Her Majesty, by
despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
to the Governor General of Canada, under date of 23rd of April, 1868,
signified Her willingness to comply with the prayer of the said Address;
but She was advised that the requisite powers of government and legisla-
tion could not, consistently with the existing charter of the Hudson’s Bay



