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At one o'clock, however, I was unexpectedly informed that a deputation of Memnbers
of Parliament was desiraus of waiting ujpon tc vith a nenorial against prorogation.
I had not reccived the slightest intimation of the intention of these gentlemen, yet,
although I felt the propriety of such a stop upiou their part was very questionable, I
conchtided to receive them.

In th. umeantime I had repaired to the Council Chanber, as agred upon, where my
Ministers jointlv re-submitted the aclvice thev hai commissioned Sir JAa Uacdowsid to
convey on their belalf in the nornting. I mat, tho sane reply to themi as to my Prime
Minister, and the re-assembly of Parliament within the tinie spcifled was agreedi upon, It
was, however, suggested that if ten weoks were named a the limit instead of eight, it
wouldi be possible to get the preparation of the Estimates sufflaiently advanced to roll
two S.3ssions into one, and dispense with tie usutal Spring Session. Although I was
scarcely in a poition ta know how far this ptoposal *as practicNble or would be accept-
able to Parlianent, it would evidently prove such a saving of expense to the country and
of fatigue and inconvenience to Members, many of whon would otherwise searcely have
tine to return to their homes at ail, between an nutumn and the uusual Session, that I con-
Rented to the additional fortnight upon the specific, understanding, however, that if in the
interval auything should occur which, in my opinion, required Parliament to meet sooner,
an expression of my wishes to that effect would be at once acted upon without comment
or discussion.

These niatters being settled, I retiurnedi to where the deputation of renonstrant
Members was wai«tng for me. They were introduced by their Chairman, Mr. CartwriqAt,
a gentleman for whomn I lve a great estèem. In pesenting the Memorial, Mr. Cart.
lright stated that it had been signed by ninety-two Mombers of Parlianentand that an-
other gentlemnai had intinated his willingness to have his signature attached
to it. I found, however, un examining the document that three of the ninety-two
lignatuires had been afflxed by deputy, though, of course, with the fuli authority ot their

Owners. I note the circumnstaar, however, as I shall have occasion to refer to it hereafter.
As mny interview witi ny Council had occul ied sone little time, it had not been

possible for me either tu study or to write ny reply to the Momorial. I %vas therefore
forced to uake Mr. Cartwrijtt and his frienis an extempore answer, which was after-
wards reluiced to writing as nearly as possible in the termxs actually used. This docu-
mIent together with tho Members' Remonstrance I s'ubjoin for your Lordship's information.

MVmorial.

" The undersigned, Members of the House of Commons of Canada, deire respect-
<'fully to apiiroach Your Excellency and humbly to represent that more than four montha

have abmady elapsed since the Honourable Mr. HIuntington made, trom his place in the
House, grave charges of corruption againsL Your Eroellency's oonstitutional advisers in
reference to the Pacifie Railway contract; that although the Houas has appointed a
Committee to enquire into the said charges, the proceeiùgs of this Committee have, on

«Various grounds, been postponed, and the enuiry has not yet taken place ; that the
e honour of the country imîperatively requires tlat no further delay should take place in the

iavetigation of charges of so grave a character, and which it in the duty and undoubted
right and privilge of the Commons to prosecute.

S«The undersigned are deeply impressel with the conviction that any attempt to
POstPonn, this enquuiry, or to renove it fromi the juirisdiction of the Commons, would
emate the most intense dissatisfaction ; ani they, therefore, pray Your Exeellency not
to rorogne Parliament until the flonse of Commons shall have an opportunity of

Staiking such steps as it may deen necessary and exiedient with reference to this im-
Portant matter.

The, number of nauies signed to this document is Uinety, vithin ton of one-aluf
tou#& They art fouos :-
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