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Whethax% Jame% M, B.9 (Vancouver), was born in Went-

worth county, Ontario, on the lst of February, 1854,- and'passed

his boyhood years in that êounty. He received his early education
at the publie school of his own district 'and subsequeji'tly at Water-

down N. S., and Hamilton Collegiate Institute. Ris father George

etham, was, as a young. iman, a member of the long established

fi= of S. Whetham. - Sons, extensive flax and hemp manufacturers
.in England, but moved by, the same restless and * enterprising spirit

whieh afterwards characterizedhis son, lie emi ted
gra. to America,

selected Wentworth county as his home, there married and started

business as a general merchant'.but unfortunately died, while his
family *as. still young-the subject of the present sketch b ' eing then

only eight y'ears of age. The, English branch of the , family is

numerous and some of its members have been highly honored ý by

their country'men. 'Sir Charles Whetham, Dr. Whethams ùncle,,,was

for many years alderman and director of various corporations *in Lon-

don,,;ýnd was elected sheriff and finally in 1,879 was Lord. Mayor of

London. Dr. Whetham . while.. still at'. school was attracted by'the

glowing accounts of *the Canadian Northwest 'and after teachin

sch" for'some time in hisn.-Itive. county'he started for Manitoba

in .1 Ki 8 and invested a few hundred dollars t1ýêre *in farm lands.
-But his. eyes were still turned w ' ward and he' . soon set out
through, the Western. and - Pacifie States. -Of all points visited,

Spoýane Falls consisting then of only a few houses impressed him

most favorably and he -loca;ted. some des' irable corners. there, trans-

ferring his Manitoba interest to. that city a yea-r- before the disas-..
trous boom. Meanwhile lie was spending his winters ià the study

of - medicine. ' 'Three . sessions 'w'ere pâssed. at Trinity - Medical

School, Toronto, another session at the Medical Schoël- in Portland

Oregon, - during one of his visits to, the Pacifie Coas4 and subse-
College of Physiciaýis and S UýeoM in

quentl * two sessions at the

-New «York. ' With the exception of a short time in -Spokane Falls
Dr. Whetham. has'ever.practised his profession, his attention since

graduation bein mainly to Teal estate. and' Idndred in-
berests.' He was- one of the -earlîeiýt visitors to the future -site of

'Vancouver and soon decided to, take & sùbstantial. M-terest in its

developuient.. 'l For a time hikinterests were about equally -divided

betw-eeù---Spokmer---FaUs-,aud'Vàüëýuýeiý -but "in 1887 lie resolved. to


