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‘“The Provincials had become highty alarmed at the expansion of this‘fisliery- an® tradey fealous of {ts progress and' cln~
morous it its endurance ; they. therefore, of late years, heve repeatedly memorialized the government in England, respecting
the fisheries carried on by the Americans, while the whole body of Scottish adventurers, whose trade buth in imports and exe
ports, and control over the inhabitants, it curtailed, have turned out in full ery and juined the chorus of the colonjal governs
ments in @ cruswle agirinst the encroachments of the infidels, the disbelievers in the divine authority of kings, or the rights of
the provinees. and have pursued their objects so assiduously that, at their own expense; as I am informed from a respectable
source, in the vear 1807 or 8, they stationed o watchman in some favorable position near the Strails of Canso, to count the number
of American vessels which passed those stradls on this employment. @ who returned nine hundred and 1hty-eiyht as the nuinber «ae
tually ascertained by vt to have passed. and donbtless many others, duriny the night or in stormy or thick weather, escuped his obe
servation nud some of these aggressors, have distinetly looked forward with gratification to a state of war, as a desiralble occurs
rence, which would, by its existence, annul existing treaty stipulations, so injurivus, as they contend, to their intergsts and
thuse of the nation.” : I

«The Coast and Labrador Fisheries are prosecuted in vessels of fram 40 to 120 tins hurthen, carrving a number of men,,
accorling to their respective sizes, in'abuat the same proportion as the vessels on' the "Bunk Fi-Uery. They conumence their
“voyages i May, and get on the fishing ground avout the 1st of June, before which *time Lait eannot be obtained. This
bait is furnished by a small species of fish called coplang. which strike inshore at that' time, and are ‘followed Ly tmmense
shoals of codfish which feed wpon them.  Luch vessel selears her vwn fishwg-yround, along the cvast of the Bay of Chalewrs,the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, the Straitsop Delliste, the Coust of Labrador, even us fur as Cwmberland Island, and the entrance of MHudson's
Bay, thus improving a fishing-ground-reaching in extent from the 45th to the 63tl: degree of north latitude. L
« In chousing their situation, the tishermen generally seck sume aheltered'and safe harbor, or cove, where they anchor in b
about siv o sezen futhoms water. unbend their saily, stow them below, and liternlly makitlg themselves at home, dismantle and
convert their vessels 1nto habitations at least as durable as those of the ancient Scythians, They then cast'a net over the stern
of the vessel. in which a sufficient number of capling ave s.on caught to supply them with bait frem day to day. Each vessel is
furnished with fowr or five light boats. according to tleirsize and number of men. each hoat requiring two men,  They leave
the vessel early in the morning, and seek the lest or sufficiently wood spot for fishing, which is frequently found within a few
rods of their vessels. and very rarely wore than one o two miles distant from them, where they haul the fish as fastas they can
pull their lines, aud sometimes it is said the fish have DLeen so abundant as to be gaft or scocped into the Dboats, without even
a hook or line ; and the fishermen also say that the codfish have been krown to pursue the capling in such (uantities, and witly.
sueh voracity, as to vun in large numbers quite out of water, ¢n to the shores. The boats return to the vessels about nine
o'clock in the morning, at hreakfast, put their fish on board, salt and split them; and after having fished several days,, by
which time the salt has heen sufliciently struck in the fish first caught, they carry thén on'shore and sproad and dry” them on
the rocks or temporary flakes, This routine is followed every day, with the addition of attending to sueh’as have been spread,
and carrying on board and stowing away those that have bee me sufticiently cured, until the vessel is filled with' dried fish, fit
for an immeuiate market, which i generally the case by the middle or lust of Adugust, and with which she then proceeds ime
nediately to Burope, or returns to the United States; and this fish, thus cuught and cured, is esteemea the best that is bronght
to market, and for several years pravious to that ot 1808, was computed to furnish three fourth partsof all the dried fish ex-

ported from the United States”

The, following statements to be found on page 219 of the work were furnished to Mr. Adams by a person,
whom he qualilies as a very respectable Merchant, who dates his letter Bostan, May 20th, 18152 -

« My calculativn is, that there were employed in the Bank, Labrador and Bay fisheries, the years above mentioned, 1232
vessels yearly, viz., 584 tu the Banks, and 648 tv the Bay and Labrador. ] think the 584 Bankers may be pit down 36,540 tons,
navigated by 4,627 men and boys, (each vessel carrying one hoy,) they take and cure, annually, 510,700 guintals of fish; they
average about three fures a year, consume, annually, 81,170 hhds salt, the average cost of these vessels is about 52,000 each ; the
average price of these fish at foreign markets is $6 per quinial; these vessels also make from their fish, annunly, 17.520 barrels
of oil, which communds about $10 per barrel, their equipments cost about 3900, annually, exclusive of salt. .

< ['he (43 vessels that tish at the Labeador and Bay. I put down 48,600 tons, uavigated by 5832 men and boys; they take
and cure, anuuaily. 648,000 (uintals of fish; they o but one fave a year ; cmsume, annually, 97200 hhds. of salt. The avers
are cost of these vessels is about $1600 ; the cost of their equipments. provisions, ete., is 31050 ; those descriptions of vessels are
not so valuable as the bankers, more particularly those that go fran the distriet of Maine, Connecticut aml Rhode-Island, as
they are mostly sloops of no very great vilue 5 most of these vessels cure a put ot their tish where they cateh them, on the
bench, rocks. ete., and the rest after they return home; several cargoes of dry fish are shipped yvearly from the Lalrador divect
for Burope. The usual markets for those fish are in the Mediterranéan, say Alicant, Leghorn, Naples, Marseilles, ete., a3 those
narkets prefer small fizh, wnd the grentest part of the fish canght up the by and Labrador aré very small. The average price
of these fish at the market they are disposed of is 83; these vessels also make from their fish aboui 20,000 b=, of nii-,' which
glways meets a ready sale and at handsome prices, say from 88 to $12 per barrel, the must of it is consumed in the United

States.

1232 vessels employed in the Bank; Bay and Labrador fisheiies, mensuring.....................tons 85,140
Number of men they are navigated by. s 10,4539

178370 hhds,
. ceeees LISSTOD quintals.
Barrels of oil they make................. . 37,520 barrels.

“There arealss a description of vessels called jiguers or small ‘schooners of about 30 to 45 tons that fish in the South
Chanoel, on the Shoals and Cape Sables, theiv number 300, they carry about 4 or 5 hands, say 1200 men and take abent 75000
gtls, of fish, annuatly ; consume 12,000 hhds. of sa't, and make nbout 4,000 barrels of oil; their fish is generally sold for‘the
West Indies and home consumption.: . N

“There are another description of fishing vessels commouly called Chebaceo Boats or Pink Sterns; their humber 600 ;
they are from 10 to 23 tons, and carry two men and one boy each, say. 1.800 hands; they consume 15,000 hhds, of salt, and mke’
and cure 120.000 quintals of fish, annually: These fish also are wholly wsed for hame and West India market. except the very
first they take early in the spring. which are very nice indeed, and ave sent to the Bilbao market in Spam, where they in]wuy's
bring a great price ; they make 9,000 barrels of vil ; these vessels measure about 10,300 tons,

“There ar also abeut 200 schooners employed in the mackerel fishery, measvring 8,000 tons, they carry 1,600 men and
boys, they take 70,010 barrels, annnally. and consume G000 hluls salt, )

7 ¢ 'The alewive, shad, salmon and herring fishery is also inmense, and eonsumes a’ great quantity of salt.

Number of hhds. salt they consume. .
~ Quantity of fish they take and cure.

* Whole number of fishing vessely of all deseriptivns........ 2392
Measuring.......... B SR . tons. 1154940
Nuwmber of men navigated by 15.059
Salt they consume....... RN e 265,370 hhds.

1,353,700 quintals,

Quantity of fish they take and cur
A.520 harrels,

Number of barrels of oil..,
Nur:ber of barrels of mackerel.. . o e 50,000 barrsls.
“Tliere are many gentlemen who assert. and roundly ton, that one yeur there were at the Labrudor and Bay, over 1,700

cail beside the bankers; but | feel very c¢onfident they ave much mistaken, it is inapassivle it ean be correct.” ’ ’

Then Mr. Adams gives the authority of his approbation, at pase 233, to the following statements from “ Col-
quhoun’s Lreatise on the Wealth, Power and Resources of the British Empire,” 2nd 1 lit., 1815,

« The value of these fishevies, in table Nu. 8, page, 36, is eatimated at £7,550.000 sterling.”

«¢New Brunswick and Nova Seotin, from being botiv watered by the Buy of Fandy, enjoy advantages bver Canada. which
more than compensate u greater sterility of soil.  These are to he traced to the viluable and extensive fisheries, in the ‘Bay of
Fundy, which, in ‘puint of abundance and variety of the finest fish, exceed all caleulation, and may be considered as a
mine of gold—a treasure whick ca inot be estimated too high, since with little labur, comparatively speullinw enongh conld be
obtained to feed all Burope.”  pp. 312-313, : ‘ ° "

“ Gince the trade with the United Statss has heen so greatly obstructed, the pryduce of the fisheries in ths British colonies
thus encouraged by the removal of all competition, has heen greatly nugmented ; and nothing but & more extended pupulation
is required to carry this valuable branch-of trade almost ta any given extent,

* It, will be seen by a refarence to the notes in the tableannexed to this chapter, that the inkabitants of the TTnited Stafes de-
rive incaleulable advantages, and employ a vast 1umber of men and vessels in the fisheries ‘in the river $t. Lawrence, and on
the coast of Nova Scotin, whick exclusively helongto Great: Britutn, The dense populition 6f the Northern ‘States, and their



