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1,Shall I not take mine ease in mine inn, but I shall have Imy
pocket picked ! "l cries the inimitable FaIstait. Ease, in his lime
ntitit a rougih plenty to eait and drink with boon companion-
biip, but otierwise with suci appliances for confort as a pauper
çouild now nake ground for complitint to the Board of Comi-

imissioners. If thie jolly inigit sought in these days comfort in
a ew York inn of lthe higiest class, lie iigiht discern the only

1int of resemblance between then andl now in laving bis pocket
pirked. But to permit titis operation to bc as pleasantly and satis-
factorily performed as it would be in any of the vaist caravan-
saries endlessly springing upward in regions bordering on the
Park, tiat poe;et. must first be exceptionally vell-filled. Not
everyoIIC visiting or residing in the great city may stay at hIe
Waldorf or its like and take no tiouhtiit for the morrow.

Outside the inany wio iappily live i thlicir own bomles and
lie few wio occupy one habitation front generation to gcnera-

tiii, there are the shifting thoiusands, natives and uew-comners,
vioî iust be provided for. Tiiey nay be and arc atccoiodrted

at every mode and cost, front a superb apartnent vith Del-
iiiu'nico fare to a oie-nigit lodgiig bouse and a one-cent coffee-
stand. The nale influence prevails in both tiese extrenes, inine case it behig a manager, a mian probably of vealth ancd
fashion, having under imiî a janitor more autocratic thai lte
Czar of Russia, in lite otlier a "'boss" to whoimii muscle and a
iatural and cultivated gift for profanity are essential attributes.

lut for hin wiose modest purse forbids the former and yet
who is not condeniied by absolute penury to the latter, lias been

alydevised, confirmed and perpetuated, the Landiady.
of lier there are iuitmerous and varying types. Titere is the

t elattt liead of ai handsonie antîd luxurious establishment, need-
ing, as site lias found lier prolits increase, two or more idjoii-
inz roofs to cover the space deianded. Site is rarely, if ever,
seeti by her guests, wlon site does ntot call boarders, consider-
in: tue word in execrable taste if utsed in lier presence. Thtese
are adnitted to lier choice roois and daitily-appoilted table

tily after rigid scrutiny as to position ind incomie. Site is lier-
haps the widow of a professional titan or at ariy or navy
otlicer, whose style of living did not permit him to provide for
his famtily. Or, else, site ias a litisband tgote to South Africa,
Alasku, or - soe othter place wience hlis return is eiliter
expected nor desired. lit titis last-namied case, site lias required
a :.tronsg social backing to establisi ier prestige and is, conse-
quently, with prospierity, ttore than ever fastidious as to the
>ttitanlii of prospective guests. Site lias, perliaps, two or tliree
preity daugiters who :ire as carefuilly kept above the atinospiere
<f business as ttgh they wcrc youtg printcesses. Tliey reimain
tI a fashionable boirdiig-scliool until graduation, by whicl tite
iteir inother iupes to retire frot affairs and circle with themît
ins a more cougenial orbit. Meanîwlile. site lias ier own apart-
meti, wilt a gem of a1 diiiintg roomn in whici site entertains tho'se
friends of former days who adiere to lier. A bacielor guest of
uniiipeachable position and i amens is occasionally invited. but
wiith reserve, as sie does not wislh to be the subject of petty
.m'sp. All ntccessary lotseiold busitess is trainsacted by ait
ellicient iousekeepier, htaving under lier well-trainted and noise-

n-s maids, Ilcir actual iistress constituting otnly in extreite
rt-aes a Court of Appeal. The glimpses caugtli of lier by the
"ritnaîry guest show ier to be a womitat of agreeable apipearanice
:dtî tmcertain age, dressed in quiet. and refined tiste, the only
t-viletice of tlieir business relations showing in the iron iand

htitici in an interview lie migit be made to feel inder lie velvet
:oilve.

Of lier kind there are nany Westerni and Soutlern repre.
-itatives wlo draw tieir contingents of g-uests fromi tlieir
'wtt States. Of these, the former is a trille more accessible
ald more florid of taste than te New Yorker; lte latter, of
b-ser means for elegance, is more intliexible as to the distincion
:ireruintg frot "4 beter days." " I will feced and house these
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Jeopjle" (neninigtî ier patrons), sitiud recently Màfrs. Antebellum,
whose soi belongs, wiith difliculty, to the Dixie Club, "but they
muîîtst iot exitect mie Ito take thetm into Society." This lady
wotld dismniss a liotisekeeper who brougit lier verbal complaint
or request frot iinyone. When an obstinate or unruly guest
insists uipon cotttmmnication wiiti lthe lead, it inust be done by
note, to viici ie receives t written answer. If things go well
vith lier, site vill return in the fulness of Utie to lier native

region, wiere this temporary lapse into busittess is silently con-
doned and ignored, especially if lier daugiters have lianced to
marry aiong the more desirable of lier compatriot guests.

Of another order is lte landlady who viith soute business
instinct aid a little capital miakes lhis venture without persoial
pretensions, but viti a single.miiiinded and robust desire to make
il t asuccess financially. Not always at the expense of lier
boarders' contfort, as site mtay be a good-teimtpered, easy-going
sort of womuai, wvith plenty of ciarity and synpathy. The
young clerk or bteielor, beginnîinîg with siall means iis career
in aly lihe, is fortunate in fidinag lier, especially if far frot Itis
ownt honte. Site can only afford Iii, peritaps, plain furnishing
and plain food, but in quantity it is abundant, and wieindul-
gent to his little requiremtents in iealth, in sicknîess site is really
mttotlierly. Her liouse itigit not appeal to those of a quiet
taste, as all amusements and pursuits not in iteinselves objec-
tionable are freely permitted; if one yotung iait practises lthe
nimandolin in is room, equal liberty is allowed his neiglibor in
lthe imatter of ta 'cello. The atmitosphere of the house is easy and
gay, tliougi.a trille noisy, and liable to ait impromptu dance at
any moment, the piano, ut little out of' hune, standing invitiugly
open to unskilled fingers.

One risk, indeed. for the average youting man in lier estiblisli-
tuent lies in ier fondness for seeinîg lier "young people" lîave
ut "good ltite." tand incidentally full in love vith aci oter and
imarry. Vien lier mîind is off table supplies and iouse rIenish-
intg, lier benevolent if ill-judged natchiaking proclivities have
fil sway. Site conîsiders low admirably the fortunes of the
little music teacier in the first front aud lthe etnergelti insuraînce
mans vould combine. Sie thinks if tlie retired delicatessen
iiercint wot.id bestow lis elderly land and fairly substantial
incotme on the lutl, thin typewriter, vio ias bronchitis aid lier
second ball-itdroomit, it would be a fitting arrangement. And
the blonde photographer's tssistait antd lthe black-eyed post-
office clerk are both so good.looking thait they were evideuly
male for cach olier. So sue deligits ierseIf with the part. of
deux ex un4cMnlia, and bonsts of the nmîttber of weddings which
have taken place in her house. Of vlicl il, is well, perIhps,
for her peace of tîmitd, that, site does not always know tlie out-
comie. She ielips lier servants actively in iecessary louiseiold
labors.:'nd, being fairly considerate for them, kceps lient a
loig tite. ler business iethois, itotigi seemtingly lix, vork
lier no so mîtuicih larmît as migit lie cxiected ; as, if sie be
without ien-folk of lier own, site is liked well enougi for one
or more of lier mtale boarders to keep ai eye on lier iiteresLs to
lte extent of wariiutt lier, wien possible, against the admission

of tliuse known to bc fiiaincially unreliable. Oi the viole, lier
carcer is suiliciently prosperous somiielimiies to result in lier own-
ing hier own liouse, hiaving a bank account, and wearintg a few
dianonds uit inappropriate tites.

On lier level as to antecedents, position and business instincts
is anotlier, but witi wiholly diferent teliperaient, mîethods,
aid. îîîost likelv. experiences. Site is citier unmttitarried and
Irticailly talonc iii the world, or left a vidow early with snall
eiildrenî 1o rcar, or still lthe possessor of a ltisband, useless,
thiroigih one failing or aiother, as a brcad-winner. Boarding
lier fcllow creatures seems, ini emîergeicies cazlling for prompt
action, tlie simpîîlest and quickest thing for a won wihout
other selcha training to engage in for a living. Eiither her
previous trials or her present difliculties, htowevcr, seem to ciim-
bitter or clse to iarrow and siarpen this landlady. ler eitergy,
nteatness, industry uantd systen are praisewortliy. So is lier
constant supervision of lier ielp, but site seldoti lias lient long,
regarding themî as iaturail ceiies, to bc subjectcd to constant
nuid intolcrable iagging nid fault-fitdiig. Site may be vithtin

her rigits in refusing smtall anl inconsidcrable concessions to

~1~-

469

Aw f


