
MEN OF TIIE DAY

Iiiiess to second the charin of gentleiiess by the inastering force
of decision ; by the breadtli and liberality of Iiis iiiiiid, whicli rises
without effort far above the paltry coiisiderations tliat too often

sutider communities as well as individuals, aud so.Irs mifettered in
the calni atmosplicre of philosophie and truly Christian tolerance.

Sucli, and sucli alotie, were Iiis weapons. Before tlieiii, fiiiiaticisin
could mil), sheathe its claws, and the wliole liost of I)rejiiclict:.; beat
a retreat.

The meetings werQ crowded -%vitli opponctits. soin(-- of tlieni fully
deteriiiiiied to iiiterrupt the speaker, to Iliss Iiiiii, to answer all

lie iiii-lit say by derisive yells, and to do tlieir best to prevent
Iiis evèn iliaking Iiiiiiself lieard. All of thein went away, if iiot

converted and convinced, at any rate iiiollified and charnied.
Never liad a public speaker foulid. Iiiiiiself confronted -witli greater

obstacles to overconie, and never did one attack thein more
victoriously.

In short, wliat liad been dreaded as a formidable canipai-ii, was
turiied into a tritimplial progress ; and the outcoine of the làst elec-
tions in the Province of Ontario bears testiiiioiiy-perliaps more
tlian is generally recognised-to its successful results.

Laurier's great power lies in the fact tliat lie does iiot liubmit to
being inastered by circunistances, but inasters Ilicin. It is iiot for

Iiiiii to, obey, but to, cominand. He is, inoreover, uniforin and cou-
sistent througliont. The profound and pliilosopliical cast of his

thouglit leads him to refer to, first priticiples in all things, and
from first principles his inethodic iiiiiid iiiipels Iiiiii to deduce
systeinatic results. NVe see in Iiiiii a maii goveriied not by
expediency, but by reason. Hence it is tliat all the achievenients
of his career inake up one compact and synimctrical wliole. Wliile
lie is not by any ineans an Ideologist, in the narrow sense of the
mord, lie inay be said to be under the domination of mie germinal
and originative idea, wliich we iiiay regard as the syntliesis, so
to ealz, of an intellect as diversified in its qualities as it is free

froin confusion or complexity.
The idea to whicli I allude inay be sumined up in the plirase

Liberalisni in the service of Patriotisni. - An advanced patriotistil,
let me add, and a temperate Liberalisiii. By an advanced patriotisiii,


