
twh. Western Nome bMonth1y Winnipeg.MAugust, isou.

I 
-

Gamy T oin"pso'n ""'s PiA oney.th
wat
UpcBY CHARLES CAREY. F
witl

HER was a sharp Now, s' for me, the wind up here crowd. The women stood abo ut ln odds agalnst the pair were ten to two, Fleu
leontrast in the mhen- keeps a talkin' to nme, an' it whispers littie groups, exchanging gossip and Ingram and Thomas being held as the the

tai attitude cf Gas- straiglit ahead: 'You're goin' te win!1 housewifely experiences, while the probable victors at even mconey, with firrsey Thompson end YOU'yre _9o1n' to win!1 You're gemn' to sterner sex, ranged inx plateons befere few takers. pihis partuer as thry win ' Can't you hear it?" h aenbrs rcnr~tdù A flush of mortified wrath spread soil
tok her ayup "etme" etrndthe ufipeetie knots up an down the board, side- ever Gassey's countenance as lie bie- plar

over thxe mountain Flanders. ",Ail it says te me is. held posted figures and saw how conl- helctoward Silver Plume. there's two darn fools layin' up here walks, discussed in excited colloquy temptuously they were rated. Flan- dlesFlanders, the part- a sweatin' from the climb, an' if they the chances of the various contestants ders attempted a feeble joke.
lier, was moody anxd pessimistic; Gag- let tbis cold wind blow on 'em much in the fothcoming games. 441 pess they've got us sized aboutsey, te outwamd ap earanCes at least, longer they'll both be so stiff that At one end of the village a rude riglit,' hie commented. "You're thebuoyant and assures they can't lift their armns mucli less grand-stand had been erected, and a ten spot, an' I'm the duce in this deal,AThey weme te 'take Part that aftem- swinlg nm jack in a drillin' match 1" section of the road infrn ofi an' we 'can't beat even a little pair." thenoon in a drilling centest-a hôliday Gassey could flot but agree te the was rcped off as an arena for the ex- "Don't yeu neyer believe it, Kid," tbeevent which had been the sole tcpic eason of the suggestion; so, with a hibition of the day's sports. Hither, raid Gassey, with a flash of the blue çyes coulcf discussion throughout the surround- sigh fer the beauty hie was forccd te after the contents of dinrier baskets -nd a determined toss of the head. turring region for the past four wecks. leave, hie arose te bis feet and accom- lad been duly discussed, slowly verged -Bettin' neyer yet settled nothin' that andFlaming posters at every crossroads pinied' bis companion down into the the crowd, and an leur and a haîf. t know of, an' whcn this is over, some pedand gathering-place had announced it village. afer noon a stentorian master cf o' them tin-horn gamblers tbat's se roc]as a competition open te aIl Colorado frisky now may wish they'd kep' their andminers, and deciding the championship dst in their clo'sc! secf he tat. *. ,~ .Didn't 1 tell you that luck was intc

The contestants, operating, in teamsZ4cmn u
of two men each, wcre te demonstrate ' :u''. ,cmm our ay?"mntGasey added tri-imtheir skill upen a block\pf solid granite . osbdbe rw n bywr ufor a stretch of fifteen minutes, thîe i:~ scheduled for the last trial. "Every bismen changing from striking te holding, ,n . one o' these suckers bas te take their cuittumu and turn about, at the end of fg " < ' wac at it afore us, an' when our "O01each minute. Cash prizes -aggregating ~ urn comes, we kin»teli jes' exact ly Sia tbousand dollars wcre te be distrib- ~wlat we got te do 1"ý. ' touted, of wbich -five hundred was te go The first team up, Dersey and reac

toth frs tam, hrc unre t teO'Hailoran, made twenty-seven inches loneteonde fantdtani trundred dit tb te and a half. thesecod, and a hundred and fifty tethe -"N t se bad fur ther," cemmentd quic
Such pecuniary awards were by ne Gassey patronizingly; "but remember, rostmeans te be despised, it will be admit- Kid, tlcy wasn't -a night in our prac- chaited; but te FManders and Gasscy mudli tice that we didn't do better 'n that." nee(moe epndd po tei sccssthnTbe Swede pair, whidb came next, regithe meme winning cf a prize. fl on bayontersr,

Thouh h cmbnain f rnmaking but twenty-four indhes within tim(
cf bad iuck in their mining operatiens, th -otdtm. caaaadwt
coupled witb a long sickness that lad 'Toole, wbo followed, were dis- armndisabled Flanders, tbey lad become qualified early in their trial by the Fsoinole fnacily ha ulssthybattering cf a defective drill. Dalton gras
could raise two bundred and fifty adGrseyagn mae Gsseylokyidolrst e adovrtoagasigthougbtful, hcwever, for tbey scered a lmad oars t he e nad ofvte t a grasping total f twenty-eigt and treequýar- tim(Ian llo d b th en cf the monh, beyters, and M ike Sm ith and Leabo im- spra
lcase-a block cf ground into whicl embaerytenadSogrs rped tss' aitley lad put the hopes and labor cf ebro an Sn'rs dpe ima solid yeam, and wicl now for the tebto iue ith twenty-three partfisttie ae rois f epyigand a haîf; and then the crcwd gave precfim t tiie ave eprmis cfrecaondg e4a i-ar f welcome, for Bill Ingram excitbiem.i Tet ke f cth er i rst or second and lis thick-set muscular coinrade flicspre i nethae fl'cing cntst was came forth te display their vaunted be
sum within the mquired time. prowess.thUndr odîarydîcunstace tbimAfter each stroke by the hammer- steel

wel-nwn dxtrty wih hnir an cf this twain would ceme a Awellknow de tcriy wih l m mer'- horus of encouraging shouts. Ma rand drill weuld have made -their pros -Now sIc takes it T" tbey wouldai(pect cf winning one or the other al- aan."enddw n'codma hmcst a certainty. But Flanders was Sash '"Cmo rte I Smash 'er T" anm1thstill weak f rom bis rccent illiiess, and STah erspecttr Smrokesh ckarser aneven Gassey's optimismn had te confess adfrad nteretuis ibqathat on "forîn," at least, the resuitcals and f aîl cfi tei etc lammer asquai1was very seriously in doubt. h i rbyse adfag ofte oudaid tIc pasFîrm believer that lie was in bis difllerso inger atinefforts. lteîpolucky star, however, lie strenuotîsly - "ie " snthed patic efrc;. ad rucombated lis comrade's despondent Gasse1" dubicustyeslook bis land il
view cf the situation. Undser tui usy sblows cfisramandic"Kian you look at that, Kid, an' still UShcrythe lsteelowhad fpcnm nd adoubt?" lie now denianded, drawing . deptycfthirtstlhec intes To aindf%%a long, free breath as they reached d ho te piz, le nd Flnes.wod havegAthe crest cf the ise, and the promise the bieat hat and tic te world'sareAand hope cf the morning smote them coba ht n i ord. trehle!with the soft breeze that rustled up co rthds heewa tthg ete

from he hnel on ntheThe crowd cageriy foowed every i novenient of the two sweating, straining men te bis nonchalant air f self-assurance alw;
ground and drank in the prosraect with a i tpeýowr i epnet rlan appreciative eye. About them II. ceremonies formally opened the celé- the umpire' s caîl, sbedding lis coat and Mai-stretched the radiant arcli cf sky, like Early as it wvas, a tyDical holiday bration. asln i lnnl*hr vr i edal
a gret transi cent bine pearl; and aIl throng was alrcady assemiblcd at Silver There wcre ail the rougI jousts cf asî lie came. TIns divestcd, lis low- eag(etsleeveless undershirt revcalcd bis andaotwerc tZ clustering meuntains, Plume, and every hour wvas addiiig skill and endurance which sa appeal hroad dchest-wbite from the collar thesilent and soiemn inl their grandeur, te its number. i here were miners of te the' Anglo-Saxon heart- -foot race s, une, where the> thick rcd tan cf bis Gastheir loary peaýks gleaming pink and cvery raîîk and condition-bra-wýny sack races, wheelbarrow races, chas- ncck' and face commencedtîe ugn stillorange and crinison wliere the suni- Swedes with their wives and flaxc'n- ing the greased pig, jumping matches, shoulder muscles at bis back, and av ciight fiashed from sumîniit te summiit polled progeny; solid Cornishmen; wrestling bouts, a prize drill betwecn those mnigîty arms stubbly from el- 5pe(acrss herane.keenwitted Irish; college-bred Ani - tw1rva fire coînpanies, and finaliy how te wrist with a fell cf short, to 1Even Fianders was net insensible to cans, their Eastca-'n drawl veneered the paramounit exent cf the day, the yellow hair. lýis sturdy nlether limbs AtIc inspiring influence; but for pride's with the breezy slang cf the West; two-handed drilling contcst. were encased in faded blue overails mliesake, and in tIc fear of over-confid, men from the Middle States, mein Eight teanis were entered for thc stuiffed inte the top cf grcase-spattered. the4ence, lie would net now recede 'from from "Dixie," the corn-fed scions cf event, and tbey were the pick cf the miners' boots, and le were an old' thebis position. He was oe eof the many Missouri and Arkansas-a cosnmopoli- region-Mike Smith and Sanm Leabo, black cap drawn dewn ever lis eyes. twe,jwîo superstitiously believe that ccii- tan array. There were aIse thc sup- Dalton anîd Guernsey frcm Boulder, Criticaliy lie scanned the prepara- accistant negation may avert ill-fortune. crintciidcnts cf the varions mincs inI Pemberton and Red Sîîodgrass froni tiens for the test; inconsequent and An"I don't sec, that that proves tlhe neighborlîood, shrewd, alert fel- uip on Cripple Creek, Bill Ingram aind hccdlessaslemgtb aounisbcnotliin'," lie dissented. "Every othcr iows for the înost' part, with ýe-1 Shorty Thomas, Dcrsey and O'Hallor- things, it was certain that on an oc- "tcam's a scein' the samne; an' we cani't glisses perched upen thcir noses, and an, Christiansen and Big OIe froni casion cf this kind le did net proneseI\Iah win." ie h opre hmevsa Go= n McNamara and O'Toole, to fail throngli any lack cf foresiglit. CO"Ki," obercd Ga~ey wth a.the grandes dames cf the occasion. and GssyThempson and Flanders. Hc squiîîtcd at tcsnadtInadutc~~'umiica slakecf-t he ea , "enaddcd te these were the storekeepers Under ordinarv circunistances, tIcthbokmvd epeettepssure aii't ne better 'n that there froin the surrouinding tewns, the last-nained duo e tnqetonbvshe l1 cf anvedazzlîngreetien in;-.Thomîas wliat the parson prcaclied gaihlcrs, a -Chînaman or twc, and a ]lave ruied favorites iin thc bctting;blut hrferiiîg ith, the accuracy of aim. ieabout at Buick Pingree's funeral. You'd sprinkling of inquastîve tcurists. Phuders' incapacitated condition w~as Hc rang ecdl drill te assure himself brn']i i ncilvcr licsatisfied, neither, talvon got '1 kcîî al an ail it was a gocbd i knonnd h-1asdol0--ctcrof-- cnipr.ndaranedthm n


