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process is even in themn a decidedly dangerous as it is most cer-
tainly a pernicionis one. This villainous cramming system is
wcll known to medical mien as a strong etiological factor in the
production of hysteria, chorea and other nervous disorders, to,
say nothiing of underrmning the, physical heaith of the child and
so preparxng the way for other serlous aliments. One questioni
for a Commission on Edutcation to enquire carefully into would
be as to hiow these banefull influiences which are on the increase
and constantly workilng havoc with the nervous systemns of schooi
children could be guarded against; and no doubt any suchi en-
quiry should go along the lines of educating parents, guardians,
nurses, and especially the teachers thçmselves, particularly i our
large cities, of the dlanger of continuaily subjecting the immature
nervous systemis of these young children to the constant excite-
mient, strain, and mental activity, Nvhichi is the accompaniment of
our commion school ediucation. Dr. Williamn Townsend Porter
bas probably investigated and given more study to the influences
of school life, whikh go to produce these ail too cornmon neuroses
of childhood, than any ont else. His extensive researches de-
inonstrate that cbildren who are advanced in their studies have
ngreater weighit, greater hieighit and greater girtlv of chest than
those who are not so far advanced in their studies but of the sane
age. H1e wouid establish then a physical as well as a m~ental
examniiation, and would prohibit the entrance of a chuld into a
given class until hils mental and physical condition corresponded
to bis associates in that class. A1 child physically wealc will not
be, in the great 'niajority of instances, capable of keeping pace
wvith hie class, and in the effort to do sc> will be ail too often
spurred on by appeals to bis young am~bitions and possibly by
tbreats of physicai punisbmient, both tending to work upon an
5&lrpni3Ax nupr-trif'tl nt-rvcm,ý vfrm- ;ý-i1 lenci- the calamitnilq re-


