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THE COMMERCIAL

Immigrativ -

The steady stream of immigration which has

been flowing into the North-west during the
past »ix wecks has now attained its full volume,
aud s all that the most sanguine friends ot this
country could desire, so furas the number of
aew arrivals is concerned. Kach train fiom
the south brings its scores at least, and some-
times hundreds of immigrants, and the hands
of Caplain Grahume, the govermnent immigra.
tion agent, and his assistants are certainly full,
attending to them all. A yearago, when the
first rush of immigrants arvived in the North-
west, the country was 1 a somy state with
floads, and it was impossible in many cases for
the new arrivals to make their way further west
toan Winnipeg, or at the furthest, than Brand.
on.  As anatural consequence Winnipeg, which
fiad been overcrowded more or less all the pre-
vious winter, was packed with floating popula
tion. Then last spring Brandon was the west-
& terminus of the C. P R., and all the in.
comers who had to seck o temporary location
in any town, were compelled to temain in the
towns cast of Brandon. The numbier of places
tou receive them was therefore Inmted, and this
was another cause of the overciowding of this
¢ity. Thisyearthe C. . R extends as far
west as Swift Current, and 1 all the towns
along the main line some kind of preparation
hins been made for the reception of these aew
arrivals. The fine weather and absence of fluods
all over the country enables uti with a definite
destmation west of here to proceed at once to
the saie, and numerous others make their way
without stopping over, to some point further
west, and neater theiv probable future home. It
is 2 noticeble fact this spring, that the class of
finmigrants who ave arriving hete is made up
principaly of people coming out to look up a per-
mament location, and comprises very few of the
class who wereattracted a year ago by the news
of the great real estate boom, and the possi-
bility of making a fortune ina few days, ora
. few months at the furthest. There are fewer

customers for the Winnipeg bar-tooms among
t‘!‘:c new anivals, but there ave more of them
who will expend labor, money aud brains in
the development of the resources of this won-
derful country.

Strange to say there are somecomplaints from
mercantile circles in Winnipey, that immigra.
Hon has done very little as yet towands improv
ing trade in the ¢ity. Thereis no doulit some
{ruth in this complaint, as the immigrants who
arc arniving ave, as a rule, supplicd withalinost
overy requisite for thar immediate wants, and
tiave for some time no necessity for patronizing
any retail merchant outside of the grocer.  As
soon, however, as they scttle down to what-
cver calling they are going to follow, their
oumerous wants will become known to thum,
and the demands upon merchants will cons-
wmence. Winripeg as the business centre of the
North-West must be the largest participator in
this increasing trade, the best feature in which
& that it will he an ever increasing and
steady volume. The complaint of dealers is
iherefore uncalled for, and is indicative of &
sery preat want of paticnce.  Whatever may
te the disappointment expericaced reganding

1 the present imnmigration, we have reagor to fecl

gratified that it is made up almo.t entirely of
settlers, who will add to the producing power
of the country, and whe have no time to loaf
avound any of our cities or towns in such num-
bers as to make these unlicalthy from ove-
crowding. Asan appendix to this we might
add that the high rents demanded by property
ownets has no doubt a hittle to dowith thisstate
of affuirs compluined of by a few of our er
chants,
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The Snide Advertiser.

Up to the present date it has generally been
supposed that all parties sceking advertisement
through the press of the North-west were bona
file, and good for the payment of their bills as
soon as the work of advertising was completed.
Until very receutly this was the case; but with-
in & few weeks we have heard of some parties
on the sonth side of the international line, who
have been trying some sharp practices upon the
country press of Manttoba, the most lenicnt
mterpretation of whose couduct is, that they
are not prepared to pay their advertising bills.
Unly a few 1solated cases of this glass have as
yet come tolight, but as it becomes known
what a wideficld for trade exists in the North-
west the number will assuredly increase.  The
partics who carry on this business are nwmner-
ous in the castern United States, and they have
practiced upon the country press west of the
Mississippi for years back. They ave usuatly
partics whose goods are sold through dealers,
who purchase not from the advertisers direetly;
and in many cases the game is tried to get a
cheap celebrity upon some patent aticle, which
has not yet found a footing in western markets
The circulars which such persons send to country
newspapers usually offer much better payment
for adds. than the ondinary manufactuver of
some staple patent medicine, and conutry pubs
lishers are only too ready to jumpat their offers,
withent making any inquicy as to the standing
or rcliability of their liberal patron. When
the first quarter's advertising bill talls due, the
policy then pursued isto pay no attention to
the publisher's requests for payment ~ All that
unfortunate individual then has against his ad
vertiser is a clain agaiust a firm, real or imagi-
nary, m some  distant part of the country, to
collect which, even if the debtor was good for
the amount.due, would cost wmore than it was
worth. Theonly way for country publishers
to do to avoid being gulled in tins manner, is to
make cazeful inqury throngh a mercantile
ageney reganhing partics at a distance asking
for advertisement, and unless the same is be-
yond question te refuse to insert theiradds.
The valuc of the country press of the North.
west as an advertising medium is mmpidly be-
coming known among solid liouses both in the
castern Provinces and States, and thercis no
necessity for pioncer journalists inscrting the
adds. of worthless parties, who will never pay
them. Recliable parties will be really to avail
themselves of the usc of their columns, if the
advantages ave lncidly explained to them.

There scems to be agreatamountoldifcussion
at present regarding the the fixing up of Main

stieet into decent condition for tiavel.  There
scems to be a strong feeling against Mayor Mc
Micken's graveling process, while no person
seems to have coutuge enough to- propose any
other s heme, A gentleman informs us that
goud method would bo to lay the center portion
of the sticet, sny sixty fect wide, with tama
rac poles, corduroy fashion, aud spread soil
and gavel on top untit a Jevel smface is se
cured,  He says the scheme has been tricd and
wotked well in ‘Fotonto, und should work here,
The duwability of cudar or tamaiac in the
ground is well known, and as the latter is plen-
tiful in this section of the country, the under-
taking would not be an enormonsly expensive
one.
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The Cemmercial office was favored yesterday
with u call from Mr. Richards, representative
of the Chieago Tunes, who has cone fur anothar
sojounn in the North-West, and is keeping an
eye upor mumng affairs in Keewatin,  During
fus last visit My, R., besides mahing a thoraugh
exammation into the business auairs of this
city, s estigaied clusely into the mining pros:
pects atound the Lahe of the Wouls, aud his
report i the Ties of January Istwas nut unly
extremely favoruble to the North-West, but
claborate in detail.  He informes us that New
York and Chieago stock cxchanges are bieom
g awate of the mineral wealth of the Novth-
West, and wanufacturers of mining wachinery
are loohing to this country as a valuable ficld
for tue sale of their goods. Mr. R, has made
many fraends in this city, and is mecting with
a hearty welcome back among us.
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The numbers of private buildings which are
to be erected duting the present season m Wia
mypeg witl be far 1 excess of that of any pre
vious year, and several will be great arclatee
tuml ornnents to the city.  Several public
buldings are also to be eiected, amung which
will be the new Parliument House and the gen
eal hospatal.  The contraets for the latter are
already let, the brick work to Giil & Athasson
and the earpenter work to W. Simyson. The
cost of the whole structure will be littie short
of 250,000 when fimshed.  The contracts for
the Puehament House are to be let to-day, and
there wall no doubt be some keen figunng for
the different contraets, as many have put in
their estimates.

The construction of the main line of the ¢ I\
R. westward is now commenced for the scason,
and over one hundred of Landgon & Sheppard's
men arc now at work west of Swift Current.
Operations ave not yet in full swing owing to
the scasen not bring far enough advanced, lut
after another week of fine weather this fam
will put on their full force, and track lying to
the Saskatchewan River will ho completed by
the middle of June at the furtherest. At the
same time gangs will be at work grading west
of that, so that there will be by the coming
fall an immunse streteh of tmack veady for
grading. There will be nolet up on the part
of the 0. I’. R. Syndicate until the roadis
through the Rockics, unless when severs
wiather compells vest.




