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TËI REV. JOHN McNEILL.

Many eople will bd interested in know-
ing that the Rtev. Jolin McKleill is not a
pure Scot, and that Scotland cannot take
the full credit for her talented son. To be
sure, lie was born in Scotland, and. his
mother was of Highland descent, but his
fatlier ias an Irishman fron the county
Antrim. Mr. McNeill is proud of the faet
that lie cones of poor and honest parents.
Not " poor but honest," as nany are fond
Of putting it, as though to be poor usually
mneant to b wicokec too; that idea lie al-
ways laughs at. His father was a quarry
mai at Houston, and later on a forenan at
Inverkip, a beautiful village on the Firth
of Clyde. Tic is remcmbered as possess-
ing a quick wit and racy huior and as bc-
ing quite at home in addressing evanrgelis-
tic meetings, so that his wit and humor are
evidently not the onily characteristics
which have decended to his son. He died
in June, 1889. The following tribute to his
imeinory is by lis daughter Kate :

"NHe left usiauiglit that could b sold,
Wre ,vill not figlit about his gold;
But ail t lat strcngtlhens for the strife,
AInd leads us toe i ligier life-
Aill Qliat wec know of peace and gladness,
Solice trui ii liours of sadness;
Great deliveranco frein the levil's snares
las cono in answer to our father's prayers."

Jolhn MeNeill was born at Houston,
Renfrewshire, on July 7, 1854.

" After a plain but thorougli cominion
school education, says mi English paper,
we find young MeN cil, at the age of six-
teen, acting as ticket clerk, railway por-
ter, and making himself generally useful
atthe sinalil station of Inverkip. 'I began
life iii the railway service,' lue once said,
' and it taughit ne all the best lessons of
mny life.' if wvas hero while coupilnîg wag-
gons tlat lie liadi a narrowescape, flie buf-
feri laving i 1ipped his fingers. Promotion,
or at least a chaige of duties, camlle after
tlhree years' service, for we lind hiii second
booking clerk at the Caledonian station,
Cathcart street, Greeiock. Then caime a
remîoval to the Caledoiiain railway office,
in Princes-street, Edinburglh, where, not
receiving the assistance in lis duties which
lie felt he needed, lie made another move
over to the service of the North British as
clerk in flue General Superintendent's of-
fice. Wlhen nincteen lie lad declared hiim-
self oni the Lord's side, and it was at this
period that he distinguished hiiself for the
interest. lie took in the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association, St. Ancirew street. His
power as a public speaker was uninistak-
able, and it wvas the impression mîade on
Dr. Whyte and Mr. W. J. Duncan, Mana-
ger of the National Bank< which destiniated
lis career. His mother was consulted as
te this important step. "l I iever told
yo," shc said, with quivering lip, "l but 1
meant you for that froua the first."

"A rrangemnents wrere made whereby le
entered Edinburgh University in 1877,1
and remaiined for three years ; four ye:ars
more w-ere spent in the Glasgow Froe Col-
lege. While at college ho acted as a mis-
sionary lin connection with Froc St. Ber-
nard's, Edinburgh, and while in his last
session at college lie took an important
stop in life, which many would have de-
clared highly inprudent-h-lu got married.
Mrs. MeNeill, who bolonged to.Gavington,
Berwickshire, died in London on the 7th of
July last. Thus was the iinistry of Mr.
MeNeill in Loildon beclouded by an inox-
pressiblo sorrow.

" Ve next find Mr. MoNeill inî charge of a
mission at Glenboig, iear Glasgow, where,
like Mr. Spurgeon, lic indulged in open-air
preaching, and gained experience in lis
work amongst the poor, te fit hii for his
more important work in life. The little
briek chxurch ut Glenboig ias crovded ;
ho gained the affections of Lixe people, and
there was fruit of lis niiistry whicli only
the great day shall declare. In 1886 lie
accepted the pastorate of the M4cCrie Rox-
burgh Fiee Chmurcli, Edinburgh, whîicli
rapidly filled with an eager and attentive
auditory. In his later ministry there, the
circus in Nicholson streetwould be packed
on Sabbath oveniings by 4,000 mre and
wimen gathered fron all parts of the city.
A liearer at one of his week-night services
describes himn as the Scotch Spurgeoi a
well-built., dark complexioied, full bearded
West of Scotland mani, of about thirty
years of age. Hc is quite ut cuise in the
pulpit, and lis reading of the opeuing
psalm and the chapter show lis original
metlods. You foel that ho has himîself

realized the truth lie is preaching, that it
possesses hiii, and, like a fire in lis bones,
must find utterance. - In the Metropolitan
Tabernacle~lhe has hiad over 6,000 hearers ;
at the'Central Hall, Holborn, and Exeter
Hall, hie is popular also ; and lie once speke
for one hour and forty minutes to an audi-
ence in St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow.

" In January, 1889, the permission of the
Edinburgh Froc Presbytery w'as granted
for Mr. McNeill's reimoval to London as
pastor of Regont square churchi. He left
mîîanîy sad hmearts in Edinîburgl on his re-
moval. He is the very man that, London
needs. His freshness of feeling, illustra-
tions, anecdotes, and intense earnestiess
recomîmend the Gospel to the careless and
godless, and hold up and edify the saints of
God. His sermons, like those of Mr.
Spurgeoii, are issued weekly, at the price
of onc penny.

" He felt strangely drawn-toward London
as the centre of this great moving world
of mon, with all tlicir mundane and extra-
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to Scotland to work -in connection withi
Mr. Moody. 'The followin'g extraiet froin.
lis farewell.sermon shiows witl sufflicient
clearness his reasons for so doing.

-His text was1st Croniicles xii. 22-"For
at that tiîne day by. day there cane to
David to hîelp hii until it wvas a great host,
like flue host cf God.".

He had dome anongst them," hie said,
"preaching about David,and lie would leave

thei doing tle samne. Christ was the
David of to-day. Religion on its practical
side neait that they were coue to hielp
David. But hîelping Davidi caused great
searchings of heart. If they hielped the
Lord as little as they helped the minlister,
thcitliey were not of muchi account. They
need not cone te the prayer-meetfig and
whiie and whine for the Lord to send an.
othor man after luis own heart if they were
going to trcat hi as thcy hiad treated the
mon who already had had to rule over
flien. . He did not speak of huîmself per-
sonally, for, so far ,as anybody could sec,

thank God for their ministers farewell ad-
dress. Might they be able to. say thlat it
made theni hang their- hcads im shamo and
asik whi aloafers they had, been. They

iglit have criticised, grumbled and coin-
plain ed, but night they be able to say that
McNeill's last ,bolt sped home and laid
thei low. He was going to Scotland to
help David. If his lips should be sealed in
death inrediately afterwards, ho would be
satisfied if God only gave the opportunity
of serving hiin day by day for a whole
year."

SIGNING THE FARM AWAY.
Fine oldfarn, for a hundrcd years

Kept in the family naie;
Cornfields ricli with golden cars

Oft as the harvest came.
Crowded barn and crowded bin.
And still the loads kept crowding in-
Rolling iii for a iundred years;
And the fourth in thre fanily linc appears.

Orchard covercd the slopes of the hill;
Cider-forty barrels, they say-

Sure in season to couic fromt Uie iill;
To be tasted round Thanksgiving Day.

And they drank as tficy worked. and they
drank as t.hey ate,

Wintor and suoniner, early and laite,
Counting it as a great mishap
'l'o be fouind vithout a barrcl on tap."

But, while thle seasons crept along,
AUd passions into habits grcw.

Their appetites becaie as strong,
As ever a drunkard kncw.

And they laborci. less and they sqtuandcred
more,

Chieliy for rui at tie village store,
Till called by tho shcrifflone bitter day,
To sign tle homestead fari awny.

The father shattcred and scentecd with run,
'The notlier, sick and pale and thinî,

Under the weiglit of her sorrows dunb,
Iii debt for ie bed she was dying in ;

Oh, I saw tihe vrelced household around her
stand-

And the justice lifted lier treniblinm lhand,
H{elping lier as l lier pain she lay,
To sign the hoiestead tari away.

Ah, how she wept I And the flood of tenis
Swept down lier checks, once fair;

And thle father, already bowed witlh years,
Bowed lower with despîair.

Drink! Drink It lias ripened into woe
For theni and ail they loved below,
And forced then poor, and old anl gray.
To sign the honestcad farin away.

Oh, niany scelles have I met fi life.
A nd many il cali to pray

it the saîddest of all was the druinkard's
wife

Signing the farn awiay;
loie, once riclest in ail tie town,
Hoie l that fatal cup poured down,
WVorse thn fire's or flood's dismy-
Drinkaril signing he farnm away !

-Rev. W. W. Cochranc in Union Signal.

A FEW FACTS.

Mrs. Mary K. Rankin, superintendent
of narcotics for Illinois, lias prepared a
strong niemrial to tlic coimittec on ten-
perance of the Presbyterian Cliurch, and
sent copies to all the Presbytorian minis-
ters, the clerks of sessions, and cliairnen
of temîperaice comnittees in the state. In
il; she brings out facts like these: The
United States annually spends $600,000,-
000 on tobacco and $5,500,000 on foreign
missions. The internîal revenue reports
show this ala'iniig increase. in the.use of to-
bacco lin 1890 over 1891 In cigars, 220,-
504,343 ; in cigarettes, 81,739,320 ; in
pounds of smoking and chewing tobacco,
15,607,268. Many cliurch inembers and
oilcers arc engaged in the manufacture and
sale of tobacco. Eiglity discases are said
to result fron its use, aid 20,000 deaths to
occur annually iii this country froin its use.
In view of those and other facts whîich she
presents she asks tlat the Presbytery re-
q1uire ail students preparing for the minis-
try, tn be froc fromî this vice ; the students
in military and naval academies arc subject
to this requirement, why should not those
who are to preach the gospel he so like-
wise? Presbytery is requested to recoi-
iend to its ministers abstinence fromt the
filthy thing ; it is also requested te instruct
its elders to forbear its use and te use their
influence to banish it froin the churclhes.
"Be ye cleain that bear the vessels of the
Lord.

Tune nEv. JOnN MSNEILL.

munidaie ancu eternal conceris. When their preselce or tlîcir absence simply
there. lie felt carried along as iii a railway iucat iuotliîg. 'lcy liad beexu standing
traiin-niot in a first, second, or third class iii roin tlat was nîcant fer rouI lire mou.
cariage, but standing on the foot-plate cf Se i was wofile lie was ofora, axud se if was
the rocking engine, where you hear the wit hîs predocessoms, ald uas it geing te
beating of its niglty heart.' Tlhe young bc rie saine witlu the nuan thaf i'as tu comi
Scottisl preacher, with less of culture and after Iiîîu? Net if lic could luclp if. If
schiolarship thian lis great predecessors in iras sinply a maf fr cf noousimiefher
Regont square, Eclwaîrd Irving, .Jmes tley tec what lie said welI or ill, wlictlicr
Hamilton, and Dr. Dykes, lias been tuey irre oflèuuded or îleuscc. Notuîg
warmly welcomîîed, and is fuitilling lhis fllcd fhe iîîîuîistcr'slieartmetorîei gly
mission with power anud success. Says one flan te glance coin fli communion roll,
whxo knows hhim, 'Success has justified this and sec flic maires cf peuple wrli irore
hioly daring of Mr. McNeill, and respoisive flîcre andci otliig.îiîore. W'lu lad tley
London has leaped up te welcomoichîi donc th lcmp David î Tley uuiglît thixik
with Open aris. ] t delighuts in lis splen- lue ias rather liard oui l in a faue'ell
Clid zeal, anid in the freshness and poweriSermon.
of his living ñiiessage, and wherever his donc wrs f0 shed tears and ho clokiug.
namne is aînnounced eager faces and respon- Ho ias concerud about fli dcad-leads
sive people croiwd tohcar himîî. Dramatic, thaï worc net omiig te huelp David.
ivitty, anccdotal, imnpassioned, the new' Txese werc fli mcm iho were inigltily
proacher lias stamlped himuself as a great conceruiei about wlu they calhod iîxuîîîs-
evangelist for tho multitude." tonal digiîity. Lot tîeni confess, reeif

Reading such words as the above, it is and retire. Alugli hc nas goiîîg.iray
with mixed feelinîgs thiat one turns te learn fiat ia iuitlîcr liere mer thora. The but-

iaf lic lias resigmued. fis charge and gene fIe lad to bc fewghit. Migplr th y li e to


