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ible with a fair degree of success and prosperity
in business. The man who contends that it is
not, writes himself down a knave, and gives us a
poor impression of his penetration and his judg-
ment. If the practice of common honesty is all
that is involved in being a Christian in business
there can be no hesitation about answering this
question in the affirmative. And this is about all
that is generally brought into the question.
When it is proved that a man can be honest in
business without danger of failure, it is supposed
to be proved that a Christian man can succeed in
business. The man who tells the truth, ‘ who
sweareth to his own hurt and changeth not,”
who eschews every semblance of fraud or injus-
tice, may yet come a great way short of being a
Christian in his business. '

No man behaves like a Christian in his business
who suffers himself to become the slave of his
business. As soon as his pecuniary interests be-
come the chief interests of his life, and everything
else except simple honesty is subordinated to bus-
iness success, the man can no longer worthily .
bear the great name of Christ.

This is not saying that there is any necessary
incompatibility between the Christian life and a
faithful attention to business. This is not con-
senting to that monkish theory by which a sharp
line of demarkation is drawn between things
sacred and things secular. The business itself, if
rightly done, is a Christian service. But it is not
rightly done when the financial success becomes
the supreme consideration and the interests of
character and righteousness are made subordinate.
Business itself may be the high calling of God ;
but it is only so when it is made tributary to the
spiritual life of the man and the Kingdom of God
in the world.

A Christian may feel that it is his duty to sue-
ceed in busizess; but when he beging to feel that
that is his first duty, he ceases to be a Christian.
His first duty is to seek the Kingdom of God and
its righteousness ; and the Kingdom of God is not
meat nor drink, nor a booming trade nor twenty
per cent. profit. The Christian business man has
other duties that outrank this duty to succeed in
business.

If he has a family, his duty to his family is
more urgent than his duty to succeed in business.
If he becomes so absorbed in his daily work that
he has no time nor thought nor love for those
who are committed to his care, he does not act
like a Christian. It may be that his ambition to
succeed in business grows out of his desire to
make liberal provision for his family ; even so, he
is preferring the temporal good of his children to
their moral and spiritual welfare; he is laboring
all the while to procure for them the meat that
perisheth, and is neglecting to provide them with
that which endureth unto everlasting life. Many
a father works so hard, to lay up for his children
money that is more than likely to prove a curse
to them, that he has no time to give them the
companionship and counsel and personal care
that would prove the greatest blessing of their
lives. Such a man is not tehaving like a Chris-
tian; he is behaving like a heathen.

There are duties due from every Christian busi-
ness man to the Church of God ; duties that can-
not be discharged by liberal contributions for the
support of the Gospel. Something more than
money is wanted to carry on the work of the
Church. Its spiritual life must be nourished ; its
benevolent work must be prosecuted. Money
helps, but personal service is in greater demand
everywhere. And the business man who uader-
takes to commute, by the payment of money, his
obligations to render personal service, does not
actlike a Christian. '
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Every Christian business man is bound to
gerve the age and the community in which he
lives. The publiec welfare, the public morals, are
the objects of his care. He is responmsible for
the promotion, fo the extent of his ability, of these
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