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KNOWING OUR l
LEADERS

By John Talbot Smith |

It would be interesting to discover ‘
how many of even our educated Cath |
olics know that the Catholic body has
any leaders. The hierarchy is the
body of ecclesiastical rulers, and all
Oatholics know them as such; but
in addition there are rulers in ecivil
and gecular life who, by their talents,
their success, their experience and |
their devotion, are entitled to respect,
attention and a following such as |
men like Taft and Roosevelt get from |

their respective admirers. How |
many know them or pay them any
attention whatever? Now mnot fo

know the leaders means practically |
that a nation has none. |

If we try to |
call up among the Catholic body

names which mean something to the
entire Catholic American world,
whose shall they be? The execu

tives of Federation, the Knighte of
Columbus, the Foresters, ought to be
national figures. Who knows them
outside their respective circles?
Admiral Benson and General Barry
are of the Catholic faith, but how
many know it? For the general
Catholic crowd, when these and sim
ilar names are mentioned, the speak
er must explain their character and
gtamding. Even political leaders,
men in the flerce light that beats
uponr thrones, men like former Gov
e mors Walsh, of Massachusetts, and

(lynn, of New York, have to be ex-
plained to the multitude.

Along with this phenomenon goes
another : the ignorance of our people
concerning the leaders of the past.
The most picturesque figure of col
onial days was the first Bishop of
Baltimore, John Carroll, His career
had a savor of romance. He was a
native of Maryland, a member of the
Jesuit community and an aristocrat.
He acted as agent for the Congrees
in the days of the war for independ
ence and wus intimate with the lead
ers. He was consecrated Bishop in
England and took his seat about the
game time that Waghington became
President. He sent to that gentle
man the first address of the Catho
lics in the Republic to any person of

distinction. In this address he con
gratulated the President and the
nation upon his acceptance of the
ofice, and placed at his disposal the
devetion and the service of the 25

00 Catholics under his care; which

drew the rédply from Washington
that he could never forget Catholic aid
in the recent war, both from France
and Spain and the natives, and the
wish that Americans would never |
forget it. A companion prelate in
leadership was Archbishop Hughes,
of New York, who filled the public
aye from 1838 to 1864 as no prelate
befere or since—a splendid and
toewering figure, aggressive, eloquent,
confident, fearless and a tower of
strength to his people,
Federal Government in the Civil
War, His career was a real romance.
Yet they who praise the deeds and
virtues of these men must explain
them to their hearers. One priest
mamed his parish hall Newman, and
anether priest named his Brownson,
and both had to explain at length
the efficacy of these unknown names,
to dilate upon their grandeur, and to
describe the glory which they had
shed upon the Catholic name in days
of distress and struggle.
Browneon lived long in New
and Boston and died in
When he became a Catholic he suf-
fered a double exile; leaving the
people whom he knew and coming to
the people who never knew him
He was pensioned off like an old cav
alry horse and turned into a Detroit
pasture. Now only certain of the
clergy and a
ais mame.
are ignorant of the present leaders
will hardly be acquainted with lead
ers of the past. The other day in

York

remembrances had she belonged to
ite circle. Mother
Oabrini was her name, she was sixty-
seven years old, and for nearly half a
century she had been working like a

Italian emigrants of America. In
that period she€founded a religious
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ians are looking after our church.‘
There was a Presbyterian agent there |

And has it not always happened that

Marion Crawford was a Catholie,
Judge McKenna, of the Supreme
is a Catholic; James Gordon
Bennett was a Catholiec, but these |
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