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Notice is hereby given that 30
jlate 1 Intend to make applicatiggy?o“ttheg
Honorable Chief Commissioner of DLands
pnd Works for a special license to cut and
arty away timber from the following de-
peribed lands: Commencing at a post plant-

about 40 chains’ east from the north-
est corner of George L. Boyd’s location
hence north 80 chains, thence east 80
huxm‘ thence south 80 chains, thence west
PU_chalns to point of commencement.

Tth June, 1904.
GEORGE KILBY.

Notice is hereby given that 30 days aft
A 3 er
date I intend to make applicatlony‘io the
jHonorable Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works for a special license to cut and
arry away timber from the following de-
scribed lands: Commencing at a stake
pluu‘ted upon Mellish Point, about 3 miles
south of Bear River, on the west side of
Bute Inlet, thence west 80 chains, thenee
south 80 chains, thence east 80 chains to
shore line, thence following the shore line
to_ point of commencement.
7th June, 1904

ARTHUR BLACKMORE,

Notice is hereby given that 30 da 8 a
date 1 intend to make applicatiouyto I;tlfg
Honorable Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works for a special license to cut and
carry away timber from the following de-
scribed lands: Commencing at a post on the
south bank of river about 3 miles east
ffrom the head of Orford Bay, on the east
Bide of Bute Inlet, thence south 80 chains,
hence west 80 chains, thence north 80
hains, thence east following bank of river
0 point of commencement,

7th June, 1904.
GEORGE L. BOYD.

! Notlce is hereby given that 30 days after
jlate 1 intend to make application to the
Honorable Chief Commissioner of Lands
nd Works for a special license to cut and
arry away timber from the following de-
cribed lands: Commencing at & post plant-
d on the south bank of river, about 3
niles east from the head of Orford Bay,
bn the east side of Bute Inlet, tnence south
)0 chains, thence east 80 chains, thence
porth 80 chains, thence west 80 chaing fol-
owing the river to point of commencement.

7th June, 1904.
ARTHUR BLACKMORE.

Notice is hereby given that 30 days after
ate I intend to make application to the
Honorable Chief Commissioner of Lands
hnd Works for a special license to ent and
arry away timber from the following de-
eribed lands: Commencing. at -a" stake
planted about one mile morthwest from the
horthwest corner of Francis Lye’s location,
hence south 110 chains, thence! east 60
hains, thence north 110 chains, thence
vest 60 chains to point of commencement.

7th June, 1904.
LILLIAN LYE.

Notice is hereby given that 80 days after
ate I intend to make application te.the
Honorable Chlef Commissioner of Lands
nd Works for a special license to cut and
arry away timber from the following de-
cribed lands: Commencing at a Stake
blanted at the northwest cormer of Lillian
ye's location, thence south 110 chains,
hence west 60 chains, thence north, 110
hains, thence east 60 chains to point
Q'mrupnceme(nt.

Tth June, 1904 PORGE RAWDING.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS.

N GOODS OF ARTHUR ROBIN-
S’I(‘)IEI‘II.c DECEASED, LATE OF SAHT-
LAM, B. C.

—r

Al ns having clalms against the
swtepzmAru\ur Robinson, who died oa
6th February, 1904, are required, before
he 12th June, 1904, to send to the unda;
igned administratrix full particulars o
heir claims, duly verified, and the nature
any securities held by them. After
h June, 1904, I will proceed to distribute
he assets of said deceased amongst the
arties entitled thereto, having regard only
o the claims of which 1 shall then have
otice, and I will not be liable for the salk
ssets or any part thereof to any persom
otice of whose claim shdll not have been
eceived by me at the time of such
Patea 11th M eh, 1904.
ates ar 9
EMILIE ANNIE ROBINSON,
Duncans, B.

FOR SALE
Residence of Mr. W. J. Smith,

MILLSIDE AVENUE
Tenders will be recelved up to hoon of
5th Junme, 1904, for the purchase of Lots
65 and 266, Block 13, Hillside Extension
f Work Estate, with brick residence there-
n. Highest or any tender not necessarily
ccepted. .
CREASE & CRBEASE, -
t Victoria, B. C., - -
Sollcitors for the Mortgagee. "'
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NAVAL BATTLE IN

KOREAN STRAITS

Jap Ships Engage Three Cruisers Which Es-
caped From Vladivostock--Entrance to
Port Arthur Cleared.

Tokio, June 18.—A long report has
received here from Admiral Fogo,
¢h he covers the operations of the
since June 6th, and repeats his
former account of the bombardment on
4no Yang peninsula,

Continuing the admiral says that the

ptain of a foreign vessel that left

kow Wednesday, June 8th, reports
1 the recent Japanese bombardment
in the vicinity of Kaiping, south of New-
chwang, caused the Russian forces tothe
number of 3,000 with twenty guns to
evacuate Yinkow.

Two men who were taken prisoners
by the Japanese while on their way into
Port Arthur report that two Russian
resiments, numbering in all 5,000 men,
recently at Wanchaaiy, Vafan-
gow and Vafandien. The prisoners say
also that large numbers of Russian
troops are coming south from Mukden
every day.

On Wednesday, June 8th, a detach-
ment of the fleet bombarded and dis-
persed two companies of Russian troops
who were on Kaiping point. On Friday
another detachment of the fleet bombard-
ed the enemy for two hours near Yin-
chintsu and Tsantiakiao, inflicting much
damage upon them,

Another detachment of the Japanese
fleet, accordiug to Admiral Togo’s report,
discovered four Russian torpedo boat de-
stroyers in Talienwan bay near Spao-
pington and drove them back to Port
Arthur. Over seventy mines have been
destroyed in Talienwan bay. Thirty
Hoating mines have been found and de-
stroyed. Some of these were drifting
into Peichili gulf. e

In conchision Admirale ’f'ttgo’“x&ﬁ;
dense fog which prevailed for several
days finally cleared away on Sunday.
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CHINESE CUTTING
TELEGRAPH WIRES.

General Kuroki’s Headquarters in the
Field, June 13.—(Via Fusan, Korea.)—
According to information here the hos-
tilities now occurring at the front are
daily encourters between seutposts, re-
sulting in' the loss of a man or two every
day. A few Russian prisoners are being
brought into Japanese headquarters, but
no Japanese are being captured. This is
taken to show that the Japanese are get-
ting the best of the encounters. Chinese
are giving trouble by cufting the tele-
graph wires nightly.” They probably are
in tne pay of the Russians.

The work—of keeping General I{u-
roki's army in supplies of all kinds con-
tinues to be performed with excellent re-
sults and is beyond eriticism,

The conduct of the Japanese soldiers

i\‘v irreproachable and their spirits are

high,
PP il
DIVISION OF ARMY ;
RESERVE MOBILIZED.

St. Petersburg, June 13.—The general
staff has received the following dispatch
from Major-General Karkavitch, dated
June 12th:

“Tkere was no change June 9th, 10th
and 11th in the position of the troops in
t,h_t- neighborhood of Vafangow station,
w1a0 Tung peninsula. Small outpost
skirmishes ocenr daily. The attempts of
the Japanese to drive back our posts
south of Vafandien have been checked
by. the: forward movement of our Clos-
sacks. All is quiet on the western coast
of Liao Tung, The enemy’s ships ap-
Dear from time-to time, but do not ap-
broach near the coast. The Japanese
h;mx_ not advanced from Siuyen. Ae-
cording to intelligence received they are
entrenching there.”

A\"u information reached the
staff to-day regarding the reported am-

bushing of Russians at Isulantien as the

result of which they were alleged to have
lost 800 men,

The reports of continuons skirmishing

along the railway south of Vafandien fire
I:lkvl_x to show that the Cossacks are
]‘(vw'pmg the Japanese busy in protecting
uielr rear.
‘()n‘u division of the army reserve of
tie St. Petersburg district has been
called out. Half of these divisions goes
0 the front, and the other half will be
‘.A:\I.l‘lhlllcd among the garrisons in cen-
tral Russia, replacing active troops or-
dered to the front,

G R Y
SHIPS READY TO
ASSIST LAND ¥FORCES.

‘.\vw(-hwnng, June 13.—A° Chinaman
\\‘un was smuggled by the Japanese into
Port Arthur to act as a spy, and es-
caped from there seven days ago, was
arrested in Newchwang last night. - He
;yhl a correspondent of the Asseciated
1 ress that the Russians were working &
arge force day and night repairing the
warships. They expect that the werk

‘months.

general.

will be completed in a fortnight. Four
cruisers under Golden hill, at- the en-
trance of Port Arthur have their guns
trained and have been warned to assist
in repulsing a land attack. The channel
is partly cleared, but Admiral Togo’s
blockade is effective. He estimates the
total strength of the Russian forces, in-
cluding the sailors, at less than 30,000
men., There are many sick and wound-
ed. There is food sufficient for two
All the Chinese foodstuffs has
been seized by the authorities.

Two armored ftrains, on board of
which are mounted guns landed from
the Russian battleship Retvizan, recent-
Iy ran to a point near the Japanese lines
and opened fire. The Japanese replied
and their shells badly damaged the train,
though it managed to return to the Rus-
sian lines. The Russians at Port Arthur
were gloomy, though hoping that Gen-
eral Kouropatkin will send an army to
assist the garrison at Port Arthur.

The Chinese guilds are petitioning
General Stoessel, the commander of the
Russian military forces at Port Arthur,
to permit their members to leave,

A flour mill belonging to Chi-Fen Tai,
the richest Chinaman in Port Arthur, is
grinding wheat brought from Seattle in
a French ship, whick is BtiH at Port
Arthur, v -

An enormous amcunt ~f jamage was
done to the new town by thé Japanese
shells. The Russia-Chinese bank is -te-
tally destroyed. The coal supply at Port
Arthur is low, being estimated at 24,000
tons of Cardiff apd 3,000 fons of Japan-
ese coal,

A STATEMENT OF
X RUSSIAN CASUALTIES.
A3 3 3 P M s
3 he follow-
ing official statement of Russian losses
in the war has been issued:

Navy—44 officers and 920 men killed;
13 officers and. 220 men-wounded. Total,
1,197.

Army—36 officers aud 980 men killed;
103 officers and 2,080 men wounded.

Taken prisoners—20 officers and 696
men, Total, 3,915.

SRR
CANNQT INTERFERE -
WITH SIEGE OPERATIONS,

St. Petersburg, June 14.—The Novoe
Vremya’s military expert authoritatively
denies the report that Gen, Stalkenberg
is on' the march south. He declares that
the only Russian forces on the Liao Tung
peninsula above Port Arthur consist of
cavalry and railroad guards, and adds
that it is scarcely possible to interfere
with the siege operations before Port
Arthur. The chief mission of the Rus-
sian cavalry detachments, he says, is to
l_;amper ‘the movements of the Japanese
columns from the south to the north.

The Novoe Vremya devotes “a long
editorial to arguing that wireless com-
munication with neutral territory does
not constitute a breach of neutrality, the
enemy having practically the same rem-
edy as in the case of cable communica-
tion. namely, as previously cabled in one
case of cutting the cable, and in the other
of stationing a vessel rigged with wire-
less apparatus between the sending and
receiving stations, thus interfering with
communication,

The calling out of the army reserves
in Kasan, Kieff and Moscow = military
districts was announced to-day. This
step is for the purpose of filling up the
skeleton reserve corps and to replace the
regular troops alread; gone or going to
the front.

It also foreshadows the dispatch of
four Volga corps, which was predicted in
these dispatches a month ago. The lat-
ter would give Gen. Kouropatkin two
hundred thousand more men.

; ety :
ADVANCE OF JAPS
IS BEING OPPOSED.

St. Petersburg, June 14.—5.12 p. m.—
The Japanese are displaying aetivity at
all their advance lines.

According to information in the pos-
session of the war office two divisions of
the enemy are now marching north along
the railroad towards Vafangow, 25 miles
above Kinchou. They are having con-
stant skirmishes with the retiring Rus-
sians, but the advance is now being seri-
ously contested.

Although it is too early to determine
the exact purpose of the advance, the
presumption of the general staff iy that
the nerthward movement is intended to
effect a junctien.

e
JAPANESE MARCHING
TOWARDS HAICHENG.

' Paris, June 14—A" dispatch to the
Temps from-Laio Yang says  that the

.

L

Japanese divisions shich debarked at
Taku Shan and Gen. Kuroki’s divisions
which were at Siuyen are marching to-
ward Haicheng, Indications, it is added,
point to a big battle soon in the region
southeast of Haieheng.

OFTFICERS ESCAPE
FROM PORT ARTHUR.

Liao Yang, June 14.—The two-. officers
who escaped from Port Arthur and arriv-
ed here on June 11th, after crawling
through the Japanese lines for four days,
brought important dispatches = from
Lieut.-General Stoessel, commander of
the Russian military forcés at Port
Arthur;“to Viceroy “Alexieff. " The gen-
eral reports that the troops composing
the garrison of Port Arthur are in ex-
cellent spirits, and says the band plays
regularly in the park, and that Port
Arthur has not the appearance of a be-
sieged fortress.
: Sl
TWENTY-EIGHT JAPS
KILLED AND WOUNDED.

Tokio, June 1t.—4 p. m.—While the
Taihoku was engaged in laying mines at
the entrance to Port Arthur last night
a mine expleded,-killing one officer and
eighteen men, and wounding' two officers
and seven men,

The Taihoku, which is a naval trans-
port, was not seriously damaged.

bty -

MORE SUBMARINES
FOR JAPANESE NAVY.

New York, June 14—The Americans
says: ~‘“Captain Simon Lake, the inven-
tor of the lake submarine boat Protec-
tor, sails to-day on the North German
Lloyd steamer Xaiser Wilhelm for
Burope. He goes to meet the Protector,
which the Lake Company has sold to the
Japanese government.

“A stockholder of the company said
last night that he understood the
Mikado’s government paid the Lake
Company $250,000 for the Protector and
the patents from which she  was econ-
structed. -

“The Protector is on her way to Suez.
Engineer Wilson and Electrician Ewvans,
of the Lake force, are with her. These
two men, with Captain Lake, had charge
-of the Proteetor in the trials off Newport
last winter when a United States army
board approved of the Protector.

“Captain Lake will himself be given a
compliméntary ¢ommission in the Japan-
ese navy. He says he is violating no
neutrality laws. Others of the Lake
working $orce have left Bridgeport, and
_-i."ﬁ _'.._4 g are on
e O enr v

“Five submarines of the ILake type,
now being constructed at Newport News,
will be shipped to Japan in parts-and put
together in that country by Captain Lake
and his workmen,

“Captain Lake said last night he might
be away for months, and it was pos-
sible he would never return.”

L
RUMORED REPULSE
OF JAP BATTALIONS.

Haicheng, Manchuria, June 11.—(De-
layed in transmission.)—A flanking move-
ment of the Japanese around the Russian
left from Feng Huang Cheng, June 9th,
was repulsed with a loss of two whole
battalions.

Ai large Japanese force moved out in
the morning aleng the 7¥Feng Huang
Cheng and Haicheng road. The Ru/ssia‘ns
had a force strongly posted in a ravine
thirty miles southeast of Haicheng. The
Japanese were preceded’ by two bat-
talions, who walked into the Russian am-
buseade. . e

They received a murderous- rifle and
“artillery. fire at close range and were
wiped out, only one or two escaping. The
main Japanesg force, which was greatly
superior to tBe Russian force, tried to
outflank the Russians,”who drew off with-
out losing a man. The Japanese, clos-
ing in, found the ravine vacant, save for
their own dead.

Sl i
GREAT BRITAIN
AND WEI-HAI-WEIL.

London, June 14.—It appears from a
question and answer in the House of
Commons to-day that the fall of Port
Arthur will mark the end of British
tenancy of Wei-Hai-Wei. Earl Percy,

to-day that under the Anglo-Chinese con-
vention of 1899 Great Britain’s lease of
this Chinese port was only valid so long
as Port Arthur remained in the oeccupa-
tion of Russia.
AR s
LAST TWO CLASSES
: TO JOIN THE COLORS.

Petropolavsk, Russia, June 14.—The
last two classes of the reserves of this
district have been called out,

S
RESERVES CALLED
OUT AT VERENEZH.

Verenezh; Russia, June 14.—An Fm-
perial order calling out the reserves of
this district has been published.

ISR o RS G

TWO THOUSAND MEN
WANTED AT BOBROFF.

Bobroff, Russia, June 14.—The partial
mobilizatilon of the-reserves in this dis-
trict has been proclaimed. Two thou-
sand reserve men are wanted from here.

e s

ITALTAN MINISTER

Seonl, June 14.~—Signor A; Monao, the

Ttalian minister to Korea, -has refused
the decoration granted him by the Em-

the under secretary, informed the House-{

REFUSED DECORATION. .

peror at the time he decorated the other
members of the foreign diplomatic corps.
His refusal is based upon the faet that
while the other ministers received decor-
ations of the first class, hig belonged to
an order of the second class.

__do—" -

FOR USE OF TROOPS

DURING WET WEATHER.

St. Petersburg, June 14.—The war
office has adopted the recommendations
made by Lieut. Botkin embodying - the
use of the United States army model
tents. These are convertible into pon-
chos for the protection of the troops dur-
ing the rainy season.. Orders have been
télegraphed to Manchuria : to -equip as
ponchos the ordinary tents in use now,
so as to protect the men from rain dur-
ing the day without impeding their move-
ments and afford them shelter at night.

B R .

London, June 14.—The Central News

has received a dispatch from its Liao
Yang correspondent, under to-day’s date,
saying that heavy firing between the
Russian and Japanese vanguards com-
menced at 1.40 o’clock this afternoon.
The fighting extended along the entire
front, assuming the dimensions of a gen-
eral engagement. The correspondent
says that no details are available.

——O
RUSSIAN FOKCE s

HELD ITS POSITION.

St. ‘Petersburg, June ‘14.—Emperor
Nicholas has received the following tele-
gram from Lieut.-General Baron Stakel-
berg, bearing to-day’s date:

“A -battle began at To6n around the
Russian position four and a_ half miles
south of the station of Wafanhoon (Va-
fangow). The enemy fade repeated ats
tacks and attempted to drive in our left
flank. The attack was repelled and we
retained our position. The First regi-
ment occupied the left flank of our posi-
tion and sustained severe losses. Its
commander, Colonel Khavastounoff and
Adjutant - Sub-Lieutenant = Dragoslaff
Nadochinsky were killed. General Gern-
griss was wounded, a shrapnel bullet
shattering the right side of his lower
jaw, but he remained on the field.”

REPORT OF SECOND
DAY'S. FIGHTING.

St. Petersburg, June 15.—3.16 a.m.—
The general staff remained in session
until almest 2 o'clock this morning to
4ranslate and give out Lieut.-General
Baron Stakelberg’s message announcing
the fight at Vafangow, . It is = thought

that the Russians held their position in
the face of heavy losses also supports
this theory, and it is believed that it may
turn out to be a severe check to the
Japanese northeastern advance. Z

The movement of 3,000 Japanese north
of Kuandiansian only adds to the blind-
ness of the situation in the northeastern
field of operations. It is unquestionable
that the Cossacks have been worrying
Japanese north of Feng Huang Cheng,
and the movement may be merely-an ef-
fort to clear the country. At the same
time, this movement holdy the possibility
of a demonstration against Mukden, one
: of 'the main roads leading directly east
from Mukden toward the region to which
the Japanese are now advancing.

The consensus of opinion, however, is
that the advance is more in the nature
of a demonstration than as preliminary
to an actual attack.

A special dispatch from Liao Yang,
dated Jne 14th, says: “Yesterday (Mon-
day) at the battle- of Vafangow, Japan-
ese troops numbering 20,000 tried to
pass our flank, but were discovered. We
changed onr position, flanking the Jap-
anese, and opened a heavy fire. The re-
‘sult is wnknown.” .

The same correspondernit in a later dis-
patch says: “To-day (Tuesday) the bat-
tle_continues. The Japanese have open-
ed a heavy fire on our centre. On the
night of Jure 12th, southwest of Vafan-
dian, the Cossacks came in eontact with
the Japanese and drove them from their
position. We lost two men. The Jap-
anese losses were 15 men and 20 horses.”

The date of 'this dispatch does not
agree ‘with the Associated Press dis-
patch from Liao Yang or with Lieut.-
General Baron Stakelberg’s message to
the Emperor, both of which indicate
that the battle took place yesterday
(Tuesday). It is thought improbable
that there have been two actions.

e
JAPS ARE ACTIVE
ALL ALONG THE LINE.

St. Petersburg, June 14.—Emperor
Nicholas has received the following dis-
pateh from General Kouropatkin, dated
June 13th: ;

‘““This Morning the advance of ‘two
Japanese divisions was discovered ngrth-
ward from Polandien. The advancing
forces at 2 p.m. were observed to extend
from the village of Vandchou, along the
valley of the Tassa, one ‘division ad-
vancing by the Tassa valley. The enemy
halted at 4.30 p.m., occupying the vil-
lages of Taotsia, Tungchang, Tsiatung
and Luitsiatung and the heights south
of Vandchou. I have not received de-
tails of our losses today, but Lieut.
Tscherahakin and several soldiers were
wounded. According to our intelligence
no .advance of Japanese from Siuyen to-
ward Taling Pass was observed to-day.”

The general staff has received the fol-
lowing dispatch, dated June 13th, from
Major-General Karkevich: “During the
night of Juneé 11th and 12th, the Japan-
ese attacked our advance posts near the
village “of Utsaten; south of Wannang-
‘tien station and above . the Pitsewo-
Polandien lne. The Japanese were re-
pulsed with loss. .The same night, ‘after

neseaped-<from: ViaaIvos
| ber of Japanese ships.

fighting lasting until morning; our de-
tachments took possession of the pass
and heights near the village of Luitsia-
tung. Our losses in these nocturnal en-
counters were four soldiers killed and
18 wounded.

“During the evening of June 8th Lieut.
Lang, who engaged in a reconnaissance
in the neighborheod of Ontachetsa, iten
miles northeast of Aiyangment; was at-
tacked by two eompanies of Japanese.
He succeeded in forcing = his way
through after a hand-to-hand fight. Ac-
cording to information 3,000 Japanese
are marching northward toward Hua-
yensiang.”

It is not believed here that the Rus-
sian plans contemplate a serious at-
tempt to hold Newchwang, north of
Fen Huang Cheng. The Japanese are
moving. The war office has advices con-
firmatory of their abandonment of
Saimatsza, north of Feng Huang Cheng,
and east-southeast of Liao Yang. On
the contrary the latest reports are to the
effect that the Japarese hold Siamatsza
throughout, reaching as far as Feng-
shuylin Pass, about due east of Liao
Yang, which is held by the Russians.
A Japanese force of 3,000 mén are re-
ported near Huanpiansiang, 30 miles
from Saimatsza. The Japanese are forti-
fying Feng Huang Cheng.

st

NAVAL ENGAGBMENT
® IN KOREAN STRAITS.

squadron is reported in the Korean
straits. Firing has been heard on the
Tsushima, a small island lying off the
southwest of Honshiu Island. It is pos-
sible that an engagement is progressing.

The entrance to the harbor At Port
Arthur, having been cleared of obstruc-
tion is now open for the passage of ships
in and~out. Yesterday the-Russian pio-
fected cruiser Novik steamed out to sea
and engaged vessels of the Japanese
blockading fleet.

Private advices have been received
hére from Katsumote, a town at the
north end of Oki Island, in Krusenstern
Strait, to the effect that an engagement
was in progress betwgen Japanese and
Russian warships.

ALY e
THREE RUSSIAN SHIPS
TAKE PART IN FIGHT,

London, June 15.—A dispatch to the

Central News from Tokio filed this

1 (Wednesday) afternoon says a naval en-

gagement is now in progress off Tsu-
shima Island, in the Korean Straits, be-
tween-three Russian cruisers,

yvet been received. The 'Central News
dispatech adde that the Vladivostock
squadron was reported June 14th from
Oki Island, off Kiota, Japan, in the sea
of Japan.,” Later in the day cannonading
was heard northwest of Nagato, on the
Japan coast in the Straits of Korea. The
captain of a Japanese merchant siip re-
ports this morning that his ship wasfired
upon by a Russian warship,

Heavy cannonading was heard early
this morning in the neighborheod of Oki
Island, and subsequently came news of
the engagement already referred to in the
Tokio dispatch. :

R ot il
RESULT OF BATTLE -~ :
IS NOT YET KNOWN.

Nagasaki, June 15—4 p. m.—A Rus-
sian naval squadron was lately sighted
off Oki Shimaken and Yamaguehi Ken,
and sounds of firing, it is 'now stated,
were heard yesterday off Oki Island.

A telegram from Oki Island says that
Japane¢se warships have engaged a Rus-
sian squadron near there, and that the
result of the encounter is uot yet kunown.

padat

NO NEWS AT THE
RUSSIAN CAPITAL.

St. Petersburg, June 15.—3.35 p. m.—
No information is obtainable here re-
garding the reported engagement be-
tween the Russian Vladivostock squad-
ron and a Japanese squadron in the
Korean Straits, but it is quite likely that
a naval fight has oceurred or is about to
occur. Vice-Admiral Skrydloff has left
Vladivostock with the armored cruisers
Gromobo, Rosia and Rurik and some
torpedo craft.

As this fact is already known abroad
the Aseociated Press betrays no con-
fidence here in making this definite_an-
nouncement.

If the report that the Russian protect-
ed cruiser Novik made a sorti¢ from Port
Arthur yesterday is true, it demonstrates
that the entrance is free, and doubtless
was preliminary to the egress of the
whole squadron for the purpose of effect-
ing a juncture with Skrydloff’s squadron,
The news of a decisive battle may there-
fore arrive at any hour.

Before Admiral Skrydloff left Vladi-
vostock the Russian protécted - cruiser
Bogatyr, which, went on' the rocks off
Cape Gamova, was hauled off and towed
into the harbor of Vladivostock. She is
now in dock.

i, =Ll i
FLEET WAS SIGHTED
b OFF PORT ARTHUR.

Chefoo, June 15.—Noon.—The captain
of a steamer which passed through the

i miles southwest of Port Arthur.

Gulf of Pechili last Monday night re-
ports seeing the searchlights of a large
fleet, also, flashes from' their guns, 28
This
observation was made, the captain
states, between 10.30 o’clock on Monday
night and 3 o’clock on Tuesday morning.

-Fle was unable to discern the lights of

any opposing wessels. ? o
Chiinese cruisers and'land forces are
watching closely to prevent the exporta-

Tokio, June 15.—~The Vladivostock -

wgzhich

No details s

FIVE HUNDRED

PERSONS PERISHED

Fire on Steamer Carrying Excursionists to
Long Island Sonnd--Most of Yictims
Were Children.

~
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New York, June 15.—Five hundred persons, mostly children, per-
ished to-day by the burning of the excursion steamer General Slocum

The Slocum, having on board the annual Sunday school excursion
of St. Mark’s German Lutheran church of this city, was on her way
up the river to-day to a resort on the Long Island sound.

Owing to the rocks on either side of the channel at this peint, it
was impossible to beach the vessel.
steered the vessel straight through Hell Gate for North Brother Island,
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When just off about 125th street, persons on shore saw smoke and
flames spring from the upper part of the crowded steamer.
ensued on the boat "almost immediately.
deck, panic stricken, began to spring overboard ‘or to crowd to the

A panie
The crowds on the forward

The screams of the terrified passengers could be heard on shore
and hundreds of small boats im mediately put off to the rescue.

The captain stuck to his post and

2
"

eogealed

where she went ashore in the shallow water.

%

5 )
First. Bulletins.

New York, June 15.—¥tformation has
reached police headquarters that a large
excursione.steamer is on fire in the Bast
river off 13Sth street. It is reported that
people are jumping into the river from
the boat, ) :

It is reported that {he burning steamer
is- the General Slocum. Soon after the
report reached police headquarters; a call
was sefit for five ambulances, and inspee-
tors were sent out to take charge of a
detail of harbor police, which was order-
ed to the scene.
o era L,oei um left to-day .with

in Hell Gate the boat caught fire, and it
is reported that one hundred persons
were burned.

Eye-Witness’s Story.

New York, June 15.—Five hundred
feet of open water lay between the point
where the General Slocum went aground
and shore, and many persons perisked
either in the water or on the burning ves-
sel after she was beached.

It was estimated that the steamer car-
ried more than 2,000 persons.

The General Slocum is the largest ex-
cursion steamer in these waters. She
has plied for years to Rockaway beach,
and could carry about 4,000 passengers.

The latest report is that at least 500
persons have been burned. Many were
rescued by tugs and other vessels, which
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promptly came to the rescue when the
flames broke out.

An eye-witness who saw much of, what
happened to the boat, said: “The
steamer’s whistle was blowing f--
sistance as.she eame up ths rivey  Taaw
sovras Y ' ' -~ -
-~.~sui Persvis jump into the water be-
fore she was headed for the northwest
shore of North Brother Island. Her
position made it impossible for those
aboard of her to reach land except by
swimming. I saw perhaps fifty or a
hundred persons, mostly women and
children, jump overboard. Most of the
throng was on the hurricane deck when

As far as witnesses ean determine the
flames originated on the forward part of
the boat. Persons who saw the accident
from the shore say that almost instantly
persons who occupied places on the for-
ward - deck began to jump overboard.
Policemen in Broux and Harlem saw
the blazing boat steaming up the river,
and immediately began to turn in alarms
for ambulances and fireboats. 3

Captain Wm, Van Schack, who com-
manded the Slocam, has been arrested.

All the boats at North Brother island
were sent to the assistance of the people
in the water, and as fast as{they were
brought ashore were cared for in the
pavilions there. The patients in the hos-
pital on the island almost became in-
sane from fright, and the awful execite-
ment they had witnessed.

tion of contraband goods for either of the
belligerents. Complaints have been made
that the Japanese are drawing a supply
of fresh provisions from here.

A letter re¢eived here from Liao Yang
says that the Russians are not down-
chst over the recent —reverses . north of
Kinchou, which have not been confirmed;

DY A

REPORTED ATTACK
IS NOT CONFIRMED.

St. Petersburg, -June 15.—A dispatch
from Mukden says that the Japanese
army besieging Port Arthur is in line at
Yingchingtse and Wang Fang Tien, and
that there are daily skirmishes between
the outposts.

The correspondent says that the rum-
ors of an assault on Port Arthur have
not been confirmed.

LIPS S SN
RUSSIANS REJOICE
OVER NEWS OF VICTORY.

Newchwang, June 15.—4 p. m.—There
are persistent rumors here of severe
fighting south of Kaichau, which it is im-
possible to confirm. Of three trust-
worthy messengers sent out on the night

{ of June 12th, two returned having been

ihable to pass the Russian lines at Kai-
chau, and the other is expecting to ar-
rive early to-morrow.

The two who have returned learned
nothing except that the Russians are be-
coming more strict gbout - allowing
natives to pass their iines.

Twenty hospital earts passed here this
morning, travelling southward. ;

The trains are running six miles south
of Kaichau.

A, report upon the very highest
authority direct from Mukden says there
are over twenty thousand Russian troops
there, with forty thousand additional
men encamped at Liao Yang.

It is believed here that the Russians
are moving a foree of sixty-ive thonsand
men, south only to make it appear as
though they were attempting to relieve
Port Arthur, and upon the first encounter
with the enemy it will be withdrawn
north again,

A’ private-telegram received here by a
German resident late this afternoon from
Chefoo said that the Japanese had suf-

fered severe defeat at Port Arthur, and
the Russians in town are celebrating the
news to-night, The Siberian troops are
now constructing a deep moat surround-
ing Liao Yang upon all sides, three miles
from the town, and are mounting artil-
lery upon the adjacent hills.

Ships arriving from Shanghai ard
Chefoo report passing a Japanese cruiser
five miles out from Kaichau,

Ok
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JAPANESE KILLED o
BY RUSSIAN SHELLS.

Chefoo, June 15 —Noon.—A Russian
merchant who was at Kinchou at the
time of the recent battle there, and who
accompanied“the Russian army on its re-
treat to Port Arthur, has arrived here in
a:junk. He says that the Russians had
no permanent fortifications at Kinchou,
but simply trenches; the country around
had been mined, forcing the Japanese to
take to the water. When they did so the
Russian gunboat Bobr was taken to the
head of Talienwan Bay, from whence
she threw shells across the narrow neck
of land, killing hundreds of Japanese.
The Russians suffered more from the
fire of the Japanese gunboats than from
the artillery and infantry fire,

The people of Port Arthur, the Rus-
sian merchant states, are confident and
ready for the final test of strength by the
opposing armies. The town is quiet.

All the soldiers have gone to the front.
Thus far there have only been skirmishes
between Dalny and Port Arthur.

The Russian merchant states that, as
far as he could see and learn, all the
crippled Russian warships at Port
Arthur, with the exception of the battle-
ship Pobieda, had been repaired.
Whether the repairs were permanent he
was unable to say.

Chualh
MORE REINFORCEMENTS
FOR KOUROPATKIN.

St. Petersburg, June 15.—1.40 p. m.—
The appointment of Lieut.-Gen. Leoni-
das Dembowski as commander of the
Fifth Bast Siberian army corps is evi-
dence that larger reinforcements are to

be placed at Gen. KXouropatkin’s dis-
posal. The four corps originally form‘q
of Siberian troops are mobilized in Man-
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