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We propose in this Circular Letter to call your attention to the dignity
of the Ministerial Office. The oaly apology we have to offer for calliug
vour attention to this suhject at this time is our dzep and growing convic-
tion of its importance, its intimate counection with our advancement as

« Denomination and what is far greater than denominational progperity

the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. We are quite rare

vou will agree with us in saying, that as a general rule the cha acter of
our churches will be determined by the character of our ministers. If vur
ministers are of a high order intellectually, morally, and spiritually, our
churches will partake of the same character, and vice versa. No one will
deny but that the ministry is a potent instrament for good or for evil, fu_
sccelerating or vetarding the cause of Christ among men. We have no
desive to elevate the Ministerial Office for the mere sake of the distinction

10 be gained for its“members. This has been done too often already.

Notions of false dignity are as common as they are pernicious. If we arey

at all desirous for distinction we should eeck to be distinguished for ou

devotedness to Christ, our gpirituality of mind, our purity of heart, an
our consistency of conduct. If this be our aim (though we may feel our
selves to-be very humble) we shall stand high in the estimation both ¢f\

(iod and man, The minister is to be an example to the flock over which

the Holy Ghost has made him the overseer, and it is all important that he

should duly ponder and sincerely consider the exhortation of the Apostle,

- Take heed therefore unto yourselves.”” With Paul we should be deeply

~olicitous in every movement through life to magnify our office.
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1f there be dignity in onr profession it is right that it should be known
in order that we may endeavor to sustain it as we should, and that others
may be led to appreciate it as they should. The fact that it i right for
us 1o consider this subject becomes more striking when we reflect upon the
ovil that is Jikely to arise from its neglect. The man who is insensible to
the dignity of his own position will invariably act accordingly and thus
bring disgrace at once upon himself and his profession. No man can act
up tothe claims of his calling unless he knows what those claims are.
tow impoetant then that we should clearly understand the claims of our
culling. A right conception of the vast importance of the Christian
Ministry is essential to any great revival of religion, . The true minister of
Jesus Christ is the divinely appointed instrument of grace, the ambassador
of reconciliation, the messenger of the Lord of Hosts, the steward of the
nysteries of God, the watchman upon the walls of Zion, the herald of God'»
message, the leader of God’s army, and the shepherd of Christ’s flock.
When an individual is appointed by a digoified body to represent it
interests or wishes, his office partakes of the dignity of the body that
constituted it. The Gospel Ministry is appointed by God to represent
his interests, his wishes, to.make known his will, to preach his word. The
Office of the Ministry is stamped with the dignity of the Eternal himself.
He is the representative of no mean and obscure province in some remote
corner of the earth. . He is the representative of & world, yea of an eternal

world, “The ambassador of the skies holds his commission from no crowned,
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