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Cri minai Code
comrnittee system of the Flouse of Commons. People had a
chance to corne before the commitice, presenit their views and,
aîfter pounding away ai the government for a while. to con-
vince the Minister of Justice and others that the mecasure that
was being proposcd was totally inappropriate in a democratie
society. Even though it did take a littie bit of arm twisting and
friendly persuasion, those people were heard in a democratic
way. Some thanks should be given to the sinner who has
reformed.
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The other point 1 sbould like ta make before concluding is
that 1 think the proposai ta extcnd what 1 eal] the liberali7a-
tion of the wire tapping provisions is a heinous anc. 1 believe it
has ta be fought, and 1 hope we do fight it as bard as we can in
cammittee, if indeed the bill goes t0 cornrittec.

Finally, 1 should like to support the suggestion made by rny
hon. friend from Calgary North. The trouble about these large
helpings of Crirninal Code reforrn and this one runs 10 85
pages-is that they cover tao rnany subjeets and make it
almost impossible for one ta take an honest stand for or
against. One's inclination is ta make a stand against certain
areas of the bill wbile vating in favour of others. The process
becomes a rnockery. 1 know that governrnents have used Ibis
technique for years and years but sorne day, Mr. Speaker. this
will stop. 1 hope that tonight we shahl stop it with a vote.

Mr. Arnold Peters (Tinuiskamning): Mr. Speaker, h întend ta
be very brief because the bour is late. Besides, rny colleagues
însist on il. Nevertbeless, 1 sbould like ta say somctbing about
tbis legislation. 1 arn of the opinion that the bill is not nearly as
badl as it was wben introduced in the last session of parliarnent.
But it bas been improved only in degree. It is truc there is no
nccd for us ta get our neighbours ta certify we are capable of
awning or buying a gun. But it is a fact that wben sameone
buys a gun frorn a neigbbour they bath bave ta be licensed. It
is nat anly wben it is bougbt downtawn frarn onc of the stores.
It means that in any of the trading donc between neighbours,
if tbey pick up a shotgun or a .22 rifle, bath those guns wauld
end up regîstered.

The governmcnt is sa bard up that it sets out ta colleet
maney an the basis af legisiatian meant ta apply, largely, ta
the law-abiding, a bill that satisfics ail the rednecks. Surely wc
ought not ta be getting rnoney aut of this. If the minister is
sincere in wanting ta get guns registcrcd, then wby dues he
charge a fec far daing sa? If a fee is insistcd upan, wby does
the bill nat say that the fee rnight be paid at the sarne time as
the gun is baught in the store? There is rcally no paint in
making it necessary ta renew the permit every ycar. The gun is
regîstered and its lacatian is knawn. Wby daes the minister
want ta calleet a buck a year for five years? 1 prediet this
clause wilh be as difficuit ta aperate as the attcmpt ta secure $2
far licensing every radia in the cauntry, wbicb rneant kceping
track af ail the radios. Wc found aftcr a wbile wc did nat need
it.

If the minister really wants ta knaw wbcre guns and rifles
are, then wby nat encourage voiuntary registratian except in

[Mr. McCieave.]

the case of new guns'? 1 arn sure rnany peaple, if askcd, wouhd
voiuntarily register their guns. But it wouid be absurd ta
expcct thern ta register voiuntarily if tbcy bad ta pay a tax.
Therefore they keep the guns at borne and da nat tel] anybady.
They are not obiigcd ta tell anybody.

You know, Mr. Speaker, 1 arn neyer sure whctbcr the people
wbo are talking abaut this gun legisiation arc policemen, or
just fools, or hunters. The bunters, as a group, da not want any
kind of contrai because tbey do nat need any. The fouis dan't
know. They are the civil servants who have neyer been off their
fat derrières. Tbcy wiil rewrite a piece of legisiation any way
you want it. There rnay be exceptions, of course, and 1 hope
that will caver the situation.

One of my hon. fricnds rncntioned the number of guns
which arc stoien. It is truc there arc quite a number. Maybc
that is why tbey sbould bc rcgistercd. But there are 10 million
guns in Canada, and it is rny gucss that if a fcc wcrc not
invalvcd and the minister askcd for voiuntary registration he
would get 50 per cent of those guns rcgistcrcd. I do not know
wbat the RCMP were able ta find aut whcn guns were
registercd ycars aga. At one time ail guns in this country wcre
registered. At the beginning of the war cverybody was asked ta
register their guns. It was nat sa rnucb the guns thcy wcrc
interested in. You wcnt down ta the police station and saîd, -
bave a 44-40 Wincbester, or a .309 Remington, or a .303
Enficid." Wbatcver yau rnight bave, sbotguns included, you
registcred thcm. In this way a lot of guns were rcgistcrcd,
înciuding handguns. In rny area a local gun shop is scllîng a
handgun almost cvery day. These arc not Saturday nigbt .38
specials-they are canventionai bandguns. And tbcy arc not
ail going ta gun clubs.

An hon. Member: Ontario separatists!

Mr. Peters: Wc may nccd these guns some time, Mr.
Speaker. I have been listening ta my coileagues wba carne
frorn other parts of the country, and we may need tbern ta
protect aursclvcs from the tape of aur resources in Narthcrn
Ontario.

Sorne hon. Members: Hear, bear!

Mr. Peters: But seriously, Mr. Speaker, 1 arn sbackcd by the
figures. Tbe dealer was nat the least bit sby. Ail the guns are
registercd. The police inspeet them ail. And the dealer does nat
sec anytbing wrang witb registcring new guns. What hc tbinks
is wrang is ail the hardware stores being ailawed ta seli guns.
Hc does nat tbink the Canadian Tire stores and othcr stores
where there is absolutely no protectian sbauid be allawed ta
seli guns. This dealer bas police dags and ail kinds of alarrns
set up ta prateet thec stock. His premises are nat in tawn; tbcy
are hocated off by tbemselvcs and be needs a lat of protection
bccausc at times bc bas a large number of guns in stock there.
He is a gunsmitb as wcil.

Mr. Speaker, 1 don't go bunting any langer and 1 therefore
do nat nccd ta buy guns any more. 1 bave two or tbree and
tbey are in a drawer, probably, and I handle tbem vcry
carclesshy because 1 do nat use tbcrn. Most of the people in my
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