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justify any such fear on the part of the
people.

Mr. ROBINSON (Elgin). If the hon min-
Ister had accepted the clause which 1 wished
to, place ln the Bill last year this dlfficulty
would flot have arisen.

Mr. HEYD. What dlfficulty ?
Mr. ROBINSON (Elgin.) This diffieulty lu

regard to the Inspection. The inspection
would flot have been needed at ail. I asked
the hon. minister to Insert a clause provid-
lng that If apples, flot according to, the re-
gulations, or apples that were rotten, were
discovered, either ln Europe, or any other
country, in a barrel with a brand, or the
packer's naine or the grower's naine and If
three persons who purchased these apples
could give prima fadie eyldence before a
justice of the peace and this evidence were
sent to Canada and to the county froin
which the apples were shlpped, the packer
or shipper might be brouglit before a judge
and punished. Every barrel of apples can-
not be inspected as every barrel cannot be
opened, and if the bon. minister lad accept-
ed my proposition last year ahl the difficul-
ty that las arisen would have been avolded.
But, hie refused to do so, and of course, hie
has to take the consequences.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Victoria, N.S.) This la a
strange proceedlng. One bon, gentleman
complains that the Inspector does not know
anything of fruit growiug, and that hie
had no training ln that respect. Another
tells us that lis father ls a frult-grower and
probably an exporter of apples and on that
account le thlnks bis son is dlsqualIfied
for the position whlch lie now occuples. That
mlght apply to other inspectors as well as
to, Mr. MeKinnon, because I tbink if they
are supposed to be qualfed for their
positions It would be well that their fathers
and theinselves, should have been brought
up on farins and have been engaged la grow-
ing apples, because that Is the very thing
that would qualify thein for such positions.
I do flot thInk that it would at ail disqualify
any one for occupying thîs position that hie
had. training for It by reason of bis being
on an apple farin.

*Mr. BLAIN. I just wish to say that Mr.
McKlnnon was flot brought up on a farin.
His father was the public school inspector
In the county whlch 1 have the honour to
,represent and the young gentleman was born
ln that county. He went to the common
school there and then liewent to college and
hie father was not engaged ln any Izlnd of
farming whatever until hie removed froin
our county to the county where lie now re-
sides about eight or ten years ago and went
Into the fruit-growing business. I thInk the
general complalat ls that the bon. minister
led the Hlouse to belleve hast year thiat when
this Act was put Into force the gentiemèn
Who would be appointed as Inspectors would
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be men of experience, men who knew some-
tbing about the exportlng business and who
understood the fruit-growing in ýthis coun-
try. The complaint la thiat the most lim-
portant office, that of chief inspector for the
purpose of enforcing this law, bas been
given to a young mani of nlo experience what-
ever, flot laving been brougît up on the farm,
not havlng been engaged la the fruit-grow-
lng business and flot baving a partîcle of
knowledge ln respect to tbe export of apples
from this country. This la the chief charge
and I thlnk it would be looked upon as
being rather serlous. If the hon, gentle-
man had appoInted bis father who bas had
six or eight years experience la growing
fruit there miglit have been some reason
wvhy that gentleman should bave been ap-
poînted because of bis experience.

Mr. ROBINSON (Elgin). I spolie from
memory a few minutes ago but I find in
'Hansard' the clause that I wvished to insert
la the Bill. With your permission Mr.
Chairman I will read it :

Wbenever any barrel. or package of apples
shahl be found to be in violation of this Act or
any of its clauses, on information being laid be-
fere a Justie o! the peace or a judge in the dis-
trict la which the apples arc fouad to be bad ln
any country, an affidavit shall be made by flot
less than thrce porsons ot tha tact, .vhan such
affidavit shall be forward-3d undcr seal to the
judge of the county or district ln which the
apple packers reside ;and said Judge or magi;-
trate shiail have power to proceed under this Act,
and a conviction may folhow.

If that clause bad been Inserted ln this Bill
we would flot bave had ail thîs trouble.

Mr. CLANCY. It la evident that if the
hon. Minister of Agriculture bad pald some
attention to the advice tendered hlm we
would bave escaped ail of thîs difficulty.
However, as the hon. member for West El-
gin (Mr. Robinson) bas made bis case so
strong, I wilI have nothlng to say about
it. I think the objection taken by the
hon. member for Halton (Mr. Henderson)
is flot without foundation. The hon.
Minister of Agriculture knows very well
that it is bis duty, as it la the duty of the
hon. members of this House. s0 far as pos-
sible, for tbem to act, to avoîd even the
appearance of anything that wiIl lead to
wrong dolng. I Nvould be sorry to charge
Mr. McKinnon, without personal knowledge,
of having done wrong la the capacity la
which hie ls now acting, but I want to say
to the hon. Minister of Agriculture that lie
is open to the severest criticisin. Let us take
the position of Mr. McKinnon. He ls to be
the judge of fruit. Hle may come la contact
with bundreds of people that may be In-
fluenced somewhat by Mr. McKinnon's con-
duct. Then, Mr. McKlnnon Is la the posi-
tion of a prosecutor also. In accordance
with what Mr. McKlnnon says the case wll
be conducted. For a gentleman to be lu
that position lie ought to be as free as possi-

2597


