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would cause inquiry to be made. in. every What explanation has the Postmaster Gen-
case. and in the event of such inquiry prov- eral to make of the changes mate.
ing anything of the kind, just retribution The POSTMASTER GENERAL. . arn
w-ould follow. In pursuance of that policy, Dot aware of having maie any such de-
he found a grievous complaint against the claration as my hon. friend mentions. With
appointient of the postmaster at Cobourg, regard to the Gobourg case, it was 4ated by
a Mr. Guillet, and a conmissioner was ap- rn
pointed to inquire into that appointment. If renin oer to po si nation et
my recollection serves me, It was proved tliat i oer te thenupotinaster. Ae
the predecessor of Mr. Guillet, for a consid- i
eration, had entered into an arrangement p taetatciilas aeto the tanac
by which lie resigned his office, and Mr. by 4a

Guillet was appointed. On the finding of tienc ot w ho tieelare that the
the commission, Mr. Guillet was dismissed knew ail the 'acts. UPon that Statement
f ro-m the office. Now, here is a case of which a comuhis;on war issuet and an iuquiry
the Postmaster General had full notice. vas mate, and the resuit my lon. fient
He could have found from the reports what tnlws. My only duty is, in ail cases, to
was the age of Mr. J. P. Cockburn. The
town of Gravenhurst is a considerable town.
The office is not an unimportant one ; the tsk
salary, I assume, reaches about $1,000 a I 1lways edeavouret to do so. Witi
year ; and the Postmaster General, before rs

inaking a change, involving the retirement
of a man in the prime of life and the ap- cept h fpp er or the prtenr I
pointment of his son. must have lad fair neyer ai he o rero t rn ost-
notice ; and lie should be in a position to
state, for the information of the House, andtee ail a ord f an 1 ith
more particularly for the information of the tlm, tiot or rectiy, at I tnow
people of Gravenhurst, whether this was rEsignation of the fitthcr ant the appoint-
done under any arrangement between Mr

ealtom of the chagenmde

Cockburn anti his son. I know that the ctofh o.
protests on the part of the peeple of Graven- Mr. BENNEm. About a Year ago cer-
hurnt against the change, are very deep- tain charges were preferred aginst Mr.
îîot from Conservatives, because it is net a. 6offett, who was ten postasster at Orillia.
matter la ýwhich tley are inttcrested, for no riahe resuot was that it became regarded a
Conservatiee -woulti have obtaincti thc posi- very well authenticater feact that Mr. ooffett
tion ; but 1i have hati remonstrances madtie 1hati 'been dîsmisseti. Mr. Melville Miller
me by prominent Liberals in thc riMing, was openy spoken of as ls probable sue-
who believet that thp Postmaster General cesser, antiet was atmitte, by Miller that
WOUtIÇ cOnduct muatters in blis deparbment h e lad as gooti a asreceive the appoint-
fairly anti above-board. They complain ment. It was stateril the local papers
bitcerly that an* arrangement of this kind that -Mr. Miller woulti be Ine.talleti in ofiee
shoulti have been matie between the two i a f ew tiays. l &ai new Tcferrlng t0 the
Cockburns without any reference b the year 1897. At that time a special remon-
Liberals of the rtiing. Althoug the ap- strance was maethe t e postmaster Gene-
pointment was aiadew on the recommendation ml by a gentleman very promînent lu
of Mr. H. H. Cook, who has ke patronage Liberal circles In Orilia, wlo came to
of the ounty, 1 think lb ls only f air t the Ottawa and proteste aganst the apoint-
Liberals of the tow^n Iat the Postmaster men of Mr. Miller. This I know tobe the
General shoulti state to the House wîat thc fact from havi g been told so by that gentle-
circumstances of the arrangement were; an ot man himsef. Owing f that rem nstrance,
If the tacts are net known te hlm, then 1 the Potmaster General, fearlng that Ihe
say. that tollowing the precedent laid down tIsmAssal of Mr. offett ani the appoint-
bY hlm Iu the Cobourg case, he l In honeur ment f M . Miller wouli have a very ic-
bound t institute an inqulry by a commis- trimental effe t on the approaching ec-
sion anti ascertain what reasons exiset ie- tiens, whdeh wore anticipaitet at an arlier
twecn the two Ceekbrns for the change. day than they twere eld, the appointent
,I may say that rurmises are on foot in the of Mr. Miller it net go nd effet. Thi
town of Gravenlurat. Lt la sait that 31r. olti postmaster was continued In office qintil
J. P. Cockburn claime e appointment for 1898, when, owtng h0 eome happenings
his son as a recompense for lis reslgnlng in whlch I neet nlot detal, ls services were
rs faveur. t hether that Is true or n t f dispenseE with. Then Mr. Miller was ap-
do n t know t can onlyle ascer e ptainet by pocnteh, ant e wsh e ask f In 1897 lie
a fulr ant searching iaquiry. But i say tat lad been recommendep for this position, i.
mte Postmater General, favong lad notice or about whe monèth f iprl, by Mr. Cook.
of nse facts, was put upon lis guard th ti I weult aise ask if the appontment was noet
there was something 1 ut I put Ia the mildet made ten owing e remelltrane that
terwo. a least, In the nature of a colour- l woul aff ect the election, bthen antiCipatet.
able transaction between the two Cockburns. The appoinment ws theretore poetponet
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