
4 HOW WE OUGHT TO FEEL ABOUT THE WAR

citizenship. They have known how to do right, and

doubtless will with ease learn, if they have not already

learned, the feelingn which ought to be cultivated by

the self-sacrificing defenders of the greatest and the

freest State in the civilized world. My aim to-night is

to address friends who, like myself, cannot enlist in

the armies of our country, and to press upon them, as

indeed upon every Englishman, the necessityof praotisin

g

at this crisis of England's fortune the duty of justice

and also the duty (though you may think the expression

' duty ' is a strange one) of hope.

The Duty of Justice

Justice has two senses in each of which it is our

strict duty to be just to the Government and the people

of Germany.

(1) Justice means fairness of judgement or equity of

feeling towards our neighbours, and especially towards

our enemies. Now it is manifest that precisely because

we are at war with Germany and her allies, because

Germany threatens to destroy the prosperity of England,

and because (though this may sound a hard saying) the

Kaiser, his Gtovemment., and bis soldiers have committed

in the conduct of this war acts of barbarism, of cruelty,

and of oppression, it is our clear duty to entertain

equitable feelings—I do not say kindly feelings—^towards

the Kaiser and his subjects. Equity in such a case is

part of the desire, which every good and wise man
should cherish, to see and know the truth, for we

certainly shall not take a true view of the conflict

between ourselves and our enemies imless we try hard

to consider what it is that may in truth be said in

explanation or even in mitigation of the wrong they


