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tlio c!i|iital iTciuired for the work in the iniinner pio-

|Miscd, iitiil if so, ill what judiHtrtidn cich I'roviiici' is

to bcconn' ivsiiDiisilile l<>i' tiu! ex|K'iisc inciiircil. 'I'hc

miesti(jn wiiL-liier it will W iulvisalilc ior th.-si- two

Provinct'H tn j(riii in the ci'iisliuctidii oi'lhc inojcc'tcd

Railvviiv if tiny sliDuid ht; eiiMiilcd l'\ tjic assi.stup.ce

of I'arlmiiwnt in raise tlie rcciuiici'. caiiital at a low-

rule of interest, is one fur tlie cinsi<lerati()ii of tlieir

resjiective Legislatures; hut so far a.< 1 iiave the

means of foriiiin<; a .iiuij^inent upon tlio sulij.ct, I

should antii'ipate that theivdecision would In; in I'avour

of doiiifj; so. 1 infer that this la prohahle not less

from what I have learnt of the actual state of puhlic

opinion on this suhjctl in ilie Provinces, than I'roiii

the view which 1 lake of their interi'st in the work.

Thoufrh I can we'l helieve that there would he much

room for douhtinj; whether the Railway would pay

a.s a mercantile speculation to a cninpaiiy lookin-,' to

frallic for its remuneration, the case is very dilii'rent

wlicn it is res^arded as a |)ulilic undertaking. Winn
viewed in this lijj;lit the various indirect advantages

which cannoi fail to arise to the Provinces iVoin pos-

sessing such improved means of communication, must

be considered, a" well as the very great additional

value which would he conferred on a vast extent ot

jniblic lands which arc now com|)aiatively worthless.

This is a source t;f Jirofit irom which no advantage

can in general accrue to the construction of Railways

in countries where the soil has long been aiii)ropriated

by individuals: on the contrary in these countries the

jiurchasc of land is not one 'of the least imiKjrtant

items of the exi)ensc to be incurred in such under-

takings; but where, as in parts of Canada and New-

Brunswick, a great |)art of the territory to be travers-

ed by a Railnxid is still unapproiiriated, and the land

may' be sold by the public, the increased value given

to it by being thus rendered accessible may rendei it

advantageous to construct a Railway, though the traf-

fic is not expected I > do more at first than pay the

working expenses.

5. If tlies3 considerations should induce the Legis-

latures o( the three Pnjvinces to combine in under-

taking the projected Railway, the terms on which

they are to co-operate with each other for that object

will hav to be settled, and in coming to such an

arrangement various questions of great difficulty and

importance will require to l>e considered. For in-

stance it is probable that when the line is completed

the traffic will be far more remunerative at the two

extremities than in the more central portion of it,

while at the same time the expense of constrution

would from the nature of the country be [)recisely

higher where the traflic returns would lie lowest, so

that if each Province were required to jiay for the

formation of the line through its own territory, and

to receive the re'urns from the traffic through the

same, it would follow that while the exi)enso to New
Brunswick would be the greatest, its receijits would

be the smallest. On the other hand, as 1 have just

observed, one of the most important sources of jirolit

from the construction of such a Railway as that now

in contemplation, woukl arise from the side of land,

of which the value would be increased by the work,

and it appears from the papers before me, that New-

Brunswick w-ould probably derive a greater jirofit

fi-oiii that source than the tw-o sister Provinces.

—

Whether the result upon the whole w-ould be that

each Proviiice, considering these various circum-

stances, ought to take upon itself' the construction of

the Railway through its own territory, or whether,

on the contrary, any one should be assisted by the

others, is a point on which I have not the mean.; of

forming a judgment ; and I would suggest to you that

the best course with a view of arriving at some ])rac-

tical result, would be that i deimtation from the Ex-

ecutive Councils of the two Lower Provinces should

proceed to the Seat of t^iovertuiicnt in Canada, in

order to confer with Your Lordshij) and with your

Council, liir the puqiose of coining to some agree

mint upon llie subject, which, after being i., (ived

by the Legislatures of the scncral Provinces, miglit

be submilled for the sanction of Parliament.

(I. It does not ajjjiear to me that if such a confer-

ence should be held it need occupv any very great

length ol' lime, or that much difliculty w-ould arise in

I'omiiig to an arrangement liir the construction and
working ol' the ]proj(cted Railway, by which the ex-

pense of the uiideilaking on the one hand, and the

advantage to be di'rived f'rom it on the other, might

b,' fairlv apportioned between tlu! diU'crent I'rovinces.

Hereafter 1 may jn-obably be ( naliled to offer .some

suggestions as to the' manner in which this might he

accomplished; but at jiresent I have only to add that

I shall transmit co|iies of this despatch to Sir I'ldmund

Head, and to Sir John Harvey, with instructions to

them to communicate with Your Lordship without

delay on the importaiit subject to which it relates, and

it w-ill give me the highest satisfaction if the result of

tluse comniunieations should Ik; the undertaking of a

w-ork, which if completed, cannot, I believe, fail to

add Kreatly to the i)ros]Terity of the British IVovinces

in North America, and at the same time logive addi-

tional sirenglh to the tics which connect them with

each other and with the British Empire.

I have, &c.,

(Signed)

The RiL'ht lloiiourabliv

Appondix

(N.)

gih June.

GREY.

Tlie Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,

&c., &c„ &c.

(Copy.)

No. 204.

Government House,

Halifax, 25th October, 1850.

Mv TiOnD,—The ]\Iembers of my Government,

upon a full consideration of the contents of Your
Lordship's communication of the 2fst ult., having

deemed it to consist with what th.ey owe to jniblic

feelinir (which has been very unequivocally expres.sed

throuiibout the Province.) as well as to their own
views of tliR great interests involved, to seek to pre-

sent those vie vs to Her Majesty's Government, in a.s

plain and forcible a manner as may be consistent with

the dee]i respect with which all decisions by Your

Lorilship have been, and will, at all times, be - eivcd

bvthem; they have accordingly resolved • Acga-

ling one of their body to proceed to England, in tlie

ho])e that Your Lordship will admit their delegate to

an audience, and will all'ord him every facility in

bringing.' the views \hich he is charged to advocate,

under the consideration of Her jMajesty's Govern-

ment, which to Your Lordsbii) may seem fit.

Permit me, therefore, to present to Your I.ordsliip

the Honourable .loseph Howe, a member of' my Coun-

cil, .md a gentleman well (jualilied, in my judgment,

to atrord to "^'our Lordship and to Her .Majesty's

Goveiument, the fullest information, and the most

corr-cl views of the state of public feeling in Nova

Scotia.

The deep importance attached throughout the Pro-

vince to the sulject of Mr. Howe's mission, will. I

doubt not, i)lead my excuse for any deviation from

existint; regulations which may attend this mode of

communication with Your Lordship; and 1 do not

doubt that on this as on some other jioints, Mr.

Howe's local information, experience, and sound judg-

ment, will be found useful and acce))tal)le.

Appei
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