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On the 26th, our principal furs, viz. the 2,552 otter
; 434 cub, 1788.

and 34 fox, were fold and delivered to the Eaft India Company's £i;^
Supercargoes, for 50,000 dollars.

It fliould feem, that our Captains had only a mere negative ia
this buhnefs

; but finding it impollible to obtain a better price, and
it being high time to think of failing, they were glad to clofe with
this offer, though very far fliort of what we at one time had reafoii
to expea

:
indeed there now were other reafons, and thole very

weighty ones, befides what I have already mentioned, for conclud-
ing this buancfs. The furs brought by the Nootka had recently
been fold for 9,750 dollars :—700 fine fea-otter Ikins, ^t!ic cargo of
the Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley) were in the hands of Mr.
Beale, a principal Owner, and refidcnt at Canton :— 1,000 ottcr-
fkins were fent by the Spanifli M^monarles from California, aiul
that part of the coaft towards King George's Sound, to Manilla,
and from thence were lately arrived at Canton :—two French vef-
fcls which had been upon the American coall on difcovcry, and
lately arrived at Macao, had picked up 200 fine Tea otter-lkins

;

add to this, a great number of black rabbit-lkins and fur-fcals^

which are held in tolerable eftimation here, had lately been brought
from England : all thefe being in the market at once, quite glut-
ted it, and had fuch an efied on the Chinefc, that they fcurcely

thought furs worth taking away. Thefe circumltances being duly
confidered, it certainly was the moft prudent llcp our Captains
could poffibly take to clofe with the Sujiercargoes, as (exclufive

of other confiderations) by this means we were enabled to remit
bills of exchange to our Owners, and our departure was greatly
facilitated.
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