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Claimed to bo .uwrain of Core., a claim whiohJ^nsternly denied. On the other hand, the Ja«S^government declared that the Tong-Hak mor^^was a natural re.ult of the prevailing mi.«,vern.ment, and could not be overcome unlei radba, «.forms were carried out. China wag agked to takepart m meftuting a eeries of reforms, but declined.The situation quickly grew serious. The Mine.

JatanT r'""*
"" government, decla«d tharthe

Japanese troops must be withdrawn before the re-form, could be instituted. The Japane*. refbsedNeither Chma nor Japan would yield, but the lat^^held the capital and had the contmlUng position
It was not long before a crisis came. On July 20

on thl p'
^^"""^ '"''''*'" '"'"^« ''''^'^ demands'on the Corean government, and stated that the pres-eace of the Chinese soldiers was a threat to the inde-

cUimed that Corea was a vassal state. On the 2fd the
offlcals answered that the Chinese had come at their
request and would stay until asked to leave. Thenext step of the Japanese was a warlike one. On the
earty mornmg of the 23d two batUllon. marchedfrom the.r camp, stating thM they were going to at-UoktheChmeseatAoan. But they quickly ohangiithe direction of their mawh, advanced upon theS
both of the palace and of the king. TheyZured
they had come to deliver him from an obnoxious^
tion and restore his freedom of action.
The Min party was at once driven out and replacedby new officials chosen fh>m the progressive f^ti<^


