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cable became silent, and, as you know, we heard no more

till two days afterwards. The solitary ironclad which

escaped the disaster steamed into Portsmouth.

Then the whole story came out—how our sailors,

gallant has ever, had tried to close with the enemy ; how

the latter evaded the conflict at close quarters, and, sheer-

ing off, left behind them the fatal engines which sent our

ships one after the other, to the bottom ; how all this

happened almost in a few minutes. The government, it

appears, had received warnings of this invention; but to the

nation this stunning blow was utterly unexpected. That

Thursday I had to go home early for regimental drill,

but it was impossible to remain doing nothing, so when

that was over I went up to the town again, and, after

waiting in expectation of news which never came, and

missing the midnight train, I walked home. It was a

hot sultry night, and I did not arrive till near sunrise.

The whole town was quite still—the lull before the storm

;

and as I let myself in with my latch-key, and went softly

up-stairs to my room to avoid waking the sleeping house-

hold, I could not but contrast the peacefulness of the

morning—no sound breaking the silence but the singing

of the birds in the garden—with the passionate remorse

and indignation that would break out with the day.

Perhaps the inmates of the room were as wakeful as

myself; but the house in its stillness was just as it used

to be when I came home alone from balls or parties in the

happy days gone by. Tired though I was, I could not

Bleep> so I went down to the river and had a swim ; and

on returning found the household was assembled for early

breakfast* A sorrowful household it was, although the
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