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property devoted to religious ufcs was doom-
ed to fpoliucion. Hiltory can fcarcely aiford

a more diabolical defign.—Religion is pro-

teded by government, in the fame manner,,

as in the States. The people are fatisfied

with their religion :—It preferves order, and
no fubftitute was offered ; we had no right to

impofe another upon them. The revenues

of the clergy were not excefllve, and they

were benefaiftors to their flocks,—had pa-

tiently endured poverty and hardfhips, until

the lands were brought to their preient ftate

of cultivation. They protect their aged pa-

rents and other relations, maintain great hof-

pitality, and are the patrons of the people.

Such is their duty and intereft. So import-
ant have the parilh priefts been, (and xt\Y

others are now in Canada) in the efteem of
the Britifli government, that great tender-

nefs and refpe(5t have always been paid to

them. It is an incontrovertible fad, that

thofe perfons in the States, who wilhed to

pillage the clergy of Canada, have to the

utmoft of their power, injured th:i order of
clergy in their own neighbourhoods. They
do not fupport chriftianity, but are among
its inveterate foes.

The rancour againft the Catholics is moflE


