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3(i.—^We followed Mr. Preuss' trail for a considerable dis-

tance along the river, until we reached a place where he had

descended to the stream below and encamped. Here we

shouted and fired guns^ but received no answer ; and we
concluded that he had pushed on down the stream. I de-

termined to keep out from the river, along which it was

nea,rly impracticable to travel with animals, until it should

form a valley. At every step the country improved in

beauty ; the pines were rapidly disappearing, and oaks be-

came the principal trees of the forest. Among these, the

prevailing tree was the evergreen oak, ^which by way of

distinction, we call the live-oak ;) and with these occurred

frequently a new species of oak bearing a long slender

acorn, from an inch to an inch and a half in length, which

we noTV '" •!" to see formed the principal vegetable food of

the mhat " of this region. In a short distance wc
crossed a hi ^ rivulet, where were two old huts, and near

by were heaps of acorn-hulls. The ground round about

was very rich, covered with an exuberant sward of grass

;

and we sat down for a while in the shade of the oaks, to let

the animals feed. We repeated our shouts for Mr. Preuss

;

and ttiis time were gratified with an answer. The voice

grew rapidly nearer, ascending from the river ; but when we
expectisd to see him emerge, it ceased entirely. We had
called up some straggling Indian—the first we had met, al-

though for two days back we had seen tracks—who, mista-

king us for his fellows, had been only undeceived on getting

close up. It would have been pleasant to witness his as-

tonishment ; he would not have been more frightened had
some of the old mountain spirits they are so much afraid of,

suddenly'' appeared in his path. Ignorant of the character

of these people, we had now an additional cause of uneasi-

ness in regard to Mr. Preuss ; he had no arms with him,

and we began to think his chance doubtful. We followed

on a trail, still keeping out from the river, and descended to

a very large creek, dashing with great velocity over a pre-

eminently rocky bed, and among large boulders. The bed
had sudden breaks, formed by deep holes and ledges of

rock runniing across. Even here, it deserves the name of

JRock creek, which we gave to it. We succeeded in fording

it, and toiled about three thousand feet up the opposite hill.

The mountains now were getting sensibly lower ; but still


