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T will discover poor ^ficbniKl's mnnlorrr in tho onrl if f
Bf.ould have to spend twenty thousand Iraiios o^•^v it

'"
(ien-

en.1 Montcornet n^'ver wearied of repeatin- those words
He went to Paris ,vith this idea in his head, and rofumnd

in the nionth of January witli one of the cleverest deteetives
in the force, who came ostensibly as fon^n.an of the work at
the chat<.au. and took to poachin- Formal complaints w.Te
mad., hy the keepers, and the General terned him awav. InFebruary the Cointe de Moutcoriiet returned to Paris.'

X

THK VICTORY OF TITE VANQUISHED

OVK erenin.cr in May. when summer weather had eomo. andthe I ansians had returned to the Ai-ues, M. de Troisville
whon. h.s daughter had brought with her. Blondet, the Abbi
Brossette the General, and the sub-prefect from \-il!e-auv-

ches. It ,vas half-past eleven o'clock when Joseph came into tel Ins ma.ster that the bad workman wiio had been dis-
niissed wished to speak with hin, ; the man said that the Gen-

ported
"'""''^'" "' '"''' ''"'' '^"'"'^"' ^'^^ ^^'^t '^-

wl"^" 7\! T'''
"'' ""^ ^'^ '^'"^•" ^'^''^ the General, and hewent out on the lawn at some distance from the hon^;.

CO-/;,
'

.
"'!^' *''"'' '' "''^^"'"- t*^ ''^^ ""^^1^ -^f these people,"

8a,d the detectn-e. "All that I can find out is simplv this-1

nfy kT;! K T ""^ ^'''''^ ^° *'-^'"^ t" break the peopleof the bad habits which they were allowed to contract in MHe
Lagiierre s time, the next shot will be fired at you. I can do

ytrkiferer-
'" ''''" ^'"' *'"^' ^"^^^^* "^^ ^^^" -"- *h-

The Count pai^d the detective, and the n,an took his leave-
his departure only confirmed previous suspicions of the per-
petrators of the crime. When the General went back to foTnthe party m the drawing-room, his face bore traces of such


