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CHAPTER I.

THE THYROID AND PARATHYROID
GLANDS.

Hi^tcry— Kciiioval ot the thyrnid ami parathyroids—Removal
ui parathyn.ids alone— Ktnioval of thyroid alone—Thyroid
liediiif;— ( htiiiistry of thyroid colloid— Parenchymatous goitre— Iod<ifr)riu and thyroidism—Action of iodides on gummata and
aiheruina—I'xophthalniic goitre— I*ractical deductions.

MUCH of the clinical and experimental work
which has been done in connection with these

glands can no longer be described as nevv, but it

will be helpful to mention in passing some of the

well-known results obtained by the first observers.

HISTORY.
As long ago as 1859, Schiff described the fatal

result which inevitably supervenes after removal of the

thyroid gland in dogs, but it was not until " cachexia

sti-uniipriva," or operative myxoedema, was found
to follow so many of Kocher's early operations for

goitre on patients coming from the goitrous Swiss

valleys, that this fact attracted much attention. The
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