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wliidi i> tlic inotixc power of ttic tijilitiiiji iii;m. The omission
ot -oinc -ihmII .•ippnrciit I\ miiiii]iort;iii1 <l('l;iil in ;i iv'port

iiKiy incaii 'J(l or ;5() i-itlc- lc>- in t he firiiiti' line, as these omissioiis

inuitiply ihe reiliict ion in fijilitinji' men iin-feases ami lie/(]ines

a ino-t iin|)ortant taeior. I should like lo impre~- on you
the ali-olult- realii\ ot 1 nt eHio(.ncc woi'k ami the neee<-ity
loi the per>onal eheckin.ii; ot e\'ei'y piece ol' intoiaial ion. An-
other \ery important poin' to reniemlx'i' i- that iiit'ormat ion

i> ot no u^e iinle>> it i^ pi'opci'ly dist riluited.

i"he tollo\\iii<i- iii-tanee sho\\~ what I mean. Some ") or
tl >':! r- asi'o in Mnjilaml. t h'' < leneral who wa> y,diii!i to eomm.ami
one -ide on the manoeuvre^ determined to haxc a reeoimais-
>aiiee maile ol the prolial)le theatre ol' operati<ins. Three
ofiic'i- were -eiit down to do thi:-. iiiy-elt aiuoii^' the iiumlier.

'i'iie eoiintrx .•onsi>ted of lonji lino of hiiili parallel ridii'cs with
nai'fow \alleys in iietweiai. So loii^' a> operatioii> wei'e con-
ducted down the \-alley- the (piestion of transport wa.- easy.

.\^ events turneil out. the advanc(- of the twd armies was aeros-
tho-c lines ot rid<ie<, and t h.e prolilem i?f how t;> iret the traii-^-

|)orl in .and out of 1 he \a!ley> alonji' the rat her indifferent road>,
liecame an important one. 'I'here w.a- one particular \ill;'tic

call'' 1 iJroadi-iialk. tlie -treet> of which were narrow and
Iwi-tel. whicSi wie- uaforfun.Pe a~ the villajie constitutcil an
important r.iad jum'tioii. There wa-- a fairl) jiood road into it

from the hiuli ridtie lo the S;iulh. hui the r\it hy another
steep ridtie to tlu' North wa> impa^salilc liv tran-|)oi't and
wa- rcportecl t<i he -o in the prelimiua,r\' reconnai-<ance.

Thi- tact was not coiimiunicaleil to the tra.nsport oliicei' eon-
ci'iaied, and the cou-e(|i!ciice wa- that the tran-port came down
tlic I'oad from tla- South and \-ainl\' endeavoured to ^ct out

to the North. 'l"o ad<l to the confu-ion a Howitzer liriuade

came .aloim,- the \alic\ road from the \\C-t and laittecl into the

lim ot transport. The -ii'cet- wei'c too narrow for the wajions
to he turnerl roumi coiixa nieiit Iw and the net re-ult wa- the

complete hlockinji' o!' \'ehieles in ihi- \i!lay,i tor the whole
niuht. The men tiot no food .ami operation- i l.e next day were
.-eriou>l\' intei'fered with. Thi- im'ideiit wa- (piite avoidahle.

a- full infoianat i(Ui .a- to the road (-(aidition- in thi- \ illa<i'e

hail ai'tua!l> heeii icporteil to the 1 Iead(piart ers Staff in

detaii. 'i'tus .-ouiid- in(a'i'dii)ie. i>ut as a matter of fad. in the

-Ire-- .and rush of manoeuvre opia-atioii- -uch incidents are

ver\- lial'le to (uaair.


