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does not lie with education, nor will the remedy he foundm educational reform."— T/w/^s, Au<?ust :24th, 1905
In rural schools, as in all others, ^ood' teachers are

tbe lirst requisite.-well-eciuipped. inierested in their
work, and with a trained faculty for discriminatino-
between th." various subje-ts of the curriculum. FoT
while the new must he admitted, the old cannot be
allowed to ixo to the wail. The ffreat danger towhich our schools are exposed at the {.resent time is the
exaltation ot a smattering of extras over the mastery of
essential and iundamental subjects. Whether a teacher is
o leach m the city or in the country, his training in the
latter branches IS the thing that counts. Even when it is
dignified by the name of "Nature Study." the processwhich results for many pupils in aciuiringa maos of super-
licial. desultory, and unrelated knowledge cannot .stand by
itselt as ot srreat.'r value than the imperishable lessons of
history and literature. We must not neslect the thin<rs of
the mind. Certainly give their proper recognition to the
mechanical and manual arts

; but maintain the intel-
ectual lement above them all. To many it will appear
that children in rural schools need only be tau'rht to
observe. 1 hey come naturally in .ontact with
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detai ol farm and country work, and the -chool
should not neglect that part of its teachiiur which may
Jitc them into other regions remote from their daily as-
sociations. 1- loner-boxes and llower-pots are all very vvell •

t<o IS -.smelling the soil" and 'experimenting with ma-
raires the study of the rocks and soil of the neighborhood
and the 'histories of weeds and insect pests" l!ut all
this can never be more tjian an interestiiiir and not iinpro-
titable addendum to what is more essential even for rural
schools—reading, writin- and arithmetic to be expanded
lat»>r on 'm the case of the well-educated", as Dr Robins
expresses it 'intoihe .-tivly literature of many"kinds, etfec-
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