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The Colonist,
A GOOD BEGINNING.

It is encouraging to see that the rate-
payers of this city are taking a lively in-
terest in civic affairs. It is evident to all
that those matters are at present very badly
managed. Itds equally clear that the city
is already suffering, and that it will suffer
to a greater and more alarming extent, if a
reform is not speedily brought about. One
of our respected citizens who has lately re-
turned from a trip to the East, was heard
tosay: ‘ When I came back I was greatly
disgusted with the appearance' of the city.
It looked dirty and neglected; and was in
unpleasant contrast with the trim,
well cared for cities I visited
in the States and Eastern Canada.
Government street struck me as particularly
disgraceful. There is nothing like it to be
found in the whole of Canada. If my pro-
perty were not scattered here and there,
and if it were not a peculiarly bad time to
dispose of it, I would be tempted to sell out
and go to live in a cleaner and better gov-
erned city.” If the condition to which the
city has been allowed to fall produces such
an impression on an old resident,who is used
to its appearance, how must it strike a
stranger who is looking oat for a pleasant
and comfortable place to live _in,
The slovenly condition of the streets,
and the other - indications of civic
mismanagement that force themselves
on his observation must have the effect of
making him blind to the beauties of the city
and the many advantages it no doubt pos-
sesBes as a place of residence.

The ratepayers of Victoria, if they have
an enlightened regard for their own inter-
ests, will exert th lves energetically and
make some sacrifices to place the city’s af-
fairs in good hands. They will be the great-
est losers if their city ceases to be attractive
and comes to be regarded as an undesirable
place to live in. Property will depreciate
in value, and it will cease to be popular as a
place of resort. Its business will diminish
and it will suffer in & hundred ways.

‘Improvements, such improvements as

have been commenced and projected, will, if
made without needless delay, be profitable
to the citizens, even from a money point of
view, to say nothing of the increased’ com-
fort and improved health of the citizens
which must result from their completion.
Vietorians have every motive to place the
affairs of their city on a better footing. 1f
it is to prosper, it must go ahead. Instead
of progressing, it has of late - been actually
retrograding.  Its Corporation has literally
stuck in the mud. It must be pulled out.
There are men in the city able to do it if
‘they were only willing. We trust that the
committee appointed on Wednesday evening
will find them out, and that the voters will
elect them when they are selected. What
is wanted is a good pull, a strong pull and a
pull all together.

A TARIFF FOR REVENUEH ALONE.

Those in Canada who advocate a tariff for
revenue alone must be prepared to pay di-
rect taxes. When every duty that protects
goods of home production is taken off, and
-even when heavy duties are imposed on for-
eign commodities which are different from
those produced at home, such as tea, sugar,
spices, wines, ete., sufficient revenue cannot
be raised to meet all the regunirements of
Government.  Direct taxation in the shape
of an income tax must then be resorted to.
This is what is done in England, whose tariff
is Mr. Laurier’s model, and this is ‘ what is
proposed to be done in the United .States
when the new non-protective . tariff is put
in operation. The following description of
the British income tax and the way in which
it is levied is taken from the Montreal
Gazette :

In ordinary times it is about 2} per cent.;
in time of war or ?eohl expenditure it
rises to 5 per cent. and even higher. Stress
is often- md by Liberal orators on the
trouble and vexation of customs dues, as if
the collection of income tax wers a perfectly
easy matter. There could not be a greater
mistake. No one pays any more income tax
than he can help, and all sorts of frauds and
concealments are practised to avoid pay-
ment. Incomes of $750 a year and under
are exempt, and under $2,000 there is an
abatement. Everyone with an income of
about $1,000 tries to come off scot free,
and those between $2,000 and $3,000 leave
no stone unturned to secure an abatement.
The whole country is- divided into inland
revenue districts, in each of which there isa
staff of officials under the direction of a sup-
ervisor. E ear each taxpayer has to
send in a det statement of his income
from all souroes, which is submitted-to the
inland revenue officials. Th:{ assess him

rally at about half as much again as he
ﬁ::put own in his return. If he contests the
assessment ' he has to make d  his
claim to a reduction before I commis-
sioners, who are generally the leading oiti-
zens of the town, and may be his rivals in
business. He can appeal to permanent
Government officials, but this is only per-
mitted where no exemption or abatement is
claimed. Naturally people pay more
than they ought, rather—than reveal their
private affairs to their wealthier neighbors,
with whom they may have business rela-
tions. Local commissioners are often bank
directors or heads of wholesale houses, and
many a struggling British tradesman pays
more income tax than ha ought rather than
run the risk of injuring his credit.

ABOUT CRANKS.

Prendergast, who shot Mayor Harrison of
Chicago, gets quite angry when he hears
that his oounsel intend to set up the plea
of insanity on his behalf. He declares that
he is not mad, and that it will be dishonest
to try to convince the jury that he is of un-
sound mind. He maintains that he waa
justified in killing Mr. Harrison. He had
promised him an office and had not been
as good as his word, and therefore he de-
served to die. . There are people m the
Stases who contend that he should be
taken at his word. They admit that his
mind may have a twist, but they

oontend that he and ‘men like
him, are sane enough to be pun-
ished . when they ocommit crimes.
If Prendergast, they say, is allowed
to go unpunished on the ground that he is
insane and therefore irresponsible, there
will be a regular epidemic of cranks who,
not having the wholesome fear of the gal-
lows before their eyes, will not be deterred
from committing serious crimes. There
may be something in this argument. Ifa
man is sane enough to be deterred by the
fear of punishment from committing murder,
should he not be hanged if he commits mar-
der? The dificulty in that case would, we
think, be to prove that the murderer was
sane enough to refrain from the crimethrough
fear of punishment. It is evident that
Prendergast is not sane enough to fore-
see the consequences if his responsibility
is admitted. There is nothing surer than
that he will be hanged if the jury are con-
vinced that he is responsible  for his acts.
The murder was deliberate and cold-
blooded, and, admitting that the man was
sane at the time he committed it, there is
not ‘a single extenuating circumstance for
the jury to consider. It is bardly reason-
able to assume that Prendergast knows all
this and that he wants to die.  The proba-
bility is that he is laboring under the delu-
sion that he did nothing but right when he
shot Mayor Harrison, and that the jury will
see his act in the same light that he does.
There is no accounting for the delusions of
a'man whose mind is disordered. We are
inclined to believe that what Prendergast
thinks about the plea of insanity, or his
estimate of his own mental condition will

have no weight whatever with either
judge or jury. The question which they
will first consider is, is the man in his right
mind or not ?

OONTEMPORARY HISTORY.

The student need not wonder at the inac-
curacies and misrepresentations of history,
when he finds o many different and such
contradictory accounts published of import-
ant events that happened almost the other
day, in a country easily accessible, and with
which there is frequent and regular mail
commaunication. The question as to how

is answered by men who might be presumed
to be competent witnesses, in ways so differ-
ent that it is difficult to decide exactly
where the truth lies—what were the ‘actual
facts and what were their significance.
Commissioner Blount, who ought to be
impartial and who pursued his enquiries on
the spot, has come to the conclusion that
Consul Stevens was the leading spirit of the
revolution, and that, were it not for the en.
couragement which that official gave it in
the name of the United States, and with
the apparent sanction of its Government,
it would have been impossible. A body of
United States troops which was, under. the
circumstances, irresistible, was by the di-
rection of the American Consul on the spot

viction that to attempt to resist this body
of United States marines would be hopeless
that caused the Queen to abdicate the
throne.

Mr. Thurston on the other hand, who re-
presents the Provisional Government in
Washington, and who took an active part
in the movement that ended in the deposi-
tion of the 'Queen and the establishment of
a revolutionary Governmient, asserts that
Consul Stevens had nothing to do with
bringing about the revolution, and that con-
sequently the United States Government is
not responsible, either directly or indir-
ectly, for what was done. The deposition
of the Queen, he affirms, was brought about
by means wholly independent of what the
United States representative in Honolulu
did or left undonme. All that that official
did was promptly to recognize the nature
and significance of facts already accom-
plished without his 'aid. , The American
force, Mr. Thurston avers, was stationed in
Honolulu for the sole purpose of protecting
the lives and property of United States
citizens resident in Honolulu, in case there
should be a popular outbreak.

Ex-Consul Stevens corroborates what Mr.
Tharston has said and written. According
to him, there would have been s revolution
if he had not been in Honolulu, and the
Queen would have been dethroned if the
marines of the Boston had remained on
board ship.

Mr. Thurston writes with great earnest-
ness, and as a man who believes that he is
telling the truth. But there are two per-
sons who were in Honolulu while the revo-
lution was going on, and  who were largely
interested in the proceedings, who evidently
believe that the force from the United
States war ship Boston had a great deal to
do with both the deposition of the Queen and
the establishment of the Provisional Goy-
ernment. These were Queen Lilinokalani
and Provisional President Dole. The
Queen’s abdication, which was signed in a
place in full view of the spot on which the

United States marines were posted, contains
the following paragraphs :

That I yield to the superior force of the
e T

1 tentiary, hi cy Jol
Stevens, has caused United States troops to
be landed at Honolulu, and declared that he
would support the Provisional Government.

Now, to avoid any ocollision of armed
forces and perhaps loss of life, I do, under
this protest and impelled by said forces,
yield ‘my authority until such time as the
Government of the United States shall,
upon the facts being presented to it, undo
the action of its ntative and reinstate
me in the nntho:ltf which I claim as jthe
constitutional sovereign of the Haw:
Islands.

The document containing these para-
graphs was placed in the hands of President
Dole, who did not-attempt to question the
truth of the statements they contained.
Mr. Damon, in his testimony, says: * The
protest of the Queen was placed in the
hands of President Dole, and I endorsed
the document as he received it in due form.”

The Mr. Damon here mentioned is not a

the Hawaiian revolution was brought about:

at the critical moment, and it was the con--

royalist. He is, on the contrary, a revolu-
tionist, and he was president of the ad-
visory council of the Provisional Govern-
ment.

The student of history who, fifty years or
so hence, will read the narratives of the
men who took part in the Hawaiian revolu-
tion, will find it extremely hard to decide
who tells the truth or whose statements are
colored by his interests and his predilec-
tions. President Cleveland and Secretary
Gresham, however, did not find much diffi-
culty in arriving at definite conclusions in
the matter, and in deciding upon the course
which their duty and the honor of the
United States required them to pursue in
the premises.

HUNTING IN THE ROCKIES.

A Former Resident of Tacoma One of Lord
Somerset’s *“Campagnons de
Voyage.”

Tacoma, Nov. 24.—Robert Ramsey, a
former resident of Tacoma, was with Lord
Somerset’s hunting party in the Canadiap
Rocky mountains this summer. Somerset
has returned to Eogland and will write a
book. Ramsay, who is now in Tacoms,
says :— 2

“We suffered great hardships while 1i
on horseflesh. After being driven to the
starvation point we killed one of our horses
and roasted the meat before the fire. It
didn’t taste so bad, under the circumstanc
During twelve days we had horseflesh
straight and nothing " else, . and covered a
couple of hundred miles. By that time the
horsemeat was all gone, and we had to de-
cide upon killing a dog. We didn’t dare
kill another horse,as we needed it. We
were about to kill the dog when we discov-
ered one of the Hudson Bay posts, Fort
McLeod, and our hardships ended.”

The party consisted of Lord Somerset,
Mr. Arthur Hungerford Pollen, of Essex
Court Temple, London ; Captain Round, of
the Hudson Bay Company ; Dr. Dudley, of
Chicago, and Robert Ramsey, in addition to
a party of five Indian guides.

The Canadian Pacific railway was left at
Edmonton. ® Then the party travelled 200
miles north t® Athabasca landing, up the
Little Slave river to Lesser Slave lake, and
through other Hudson Bay posts, McDonald
Peace landing, Dunragan, to Pduce prairie,
where they entered the Rockies at about 65
degrees mnorth, and crossed via Pine
river' pass. On entering the pass the
Indians turned mutinous becanse the
flour and provisions were running short.
They were forced into accompanying the
party, but were sullen and dissatisfied. Fi-
nally provisions ‘were reduced to tea and
tobacco. Then came existence on horse-
flesh. After leaving McLeod, the party
went on to Stewart’s lake and took canoes
down Quesnelle river, the stage coaches the
balance of the trip, to Ashcroft, on the Can-
adian Pacific railway. Somerset met his
mother, Lady Somerset, at Chicago, and
she thought his living on horseflesh a great
joke. Two grizzly bears and five black
ones were “led. hesides an abundance of
smaller game:™ The'party were out five and
& half months.

SPOKANE EXCITED.

Great Agitation Over the Water Works Suit
—Operations to Continue Unhindered.

SPoKANE, Nov. 23.—Never has Spokane
seen suth a sight as to-day. In all the long
history of the water works agitation the ex-
citement has never before risen to such fever
heat, All morning an array of rongh dress-
ed men faced the cold and snow and march-

ed from ome outdoor meeting to another,
without a thought of dispersing. All morn-
ing they sought the men whom they believed
to be responsible for the injunction. ' There
were hundreds ‘of laboring men, and they
were determined that the water works,
which had twice been voted by a vote of four
to one should be built. This morning
several hundred men met at the court house
to hear the injunction suit. They proposed
to meet the owners of “the Spokane Water
Power Company and demand that the suit
be withdrawn and the work allowed:to go
on or let them take the comsequences.
When Judge Moore took his seat "he an-
nounced that the case had been postponed.
The crowd filed out and held & meeting in
the storm. A committee of thirteen was ap-
pointed to find A.L. Daviswho bronghs lns.
A. M. Cannon, President Waterworks Co.,
8. Oppenheimer, Secretary. The committee
started and the crowd followed. They first
stopped at the Review building. 'Speakers
mounted the steps, and while the werowd
circled around, the promoters of suit were
called murderers and traitors.
advised by cooler heads not to destroy any
Pproperty, and one of the speakers proposed
a groan for the death of the paper, which
was iiven by hundreds of throats so that it
re-echoed through the streets. To the great
relief of those in the building, the crowd
started for A. M. Cannon’s bank, and Mr.
Cannon was sent for. He insisted that he
had nothing to do with the suit; and said he
would stand by the laboring men.’ Someone
whispered thatA. L. Davis who had brought
the suit was leaving town. The committee
rushed to the Union depot and found Davis
on board for Walla Walla, They brought
him back and he agreed to withdraw
the suit. The large orowd then di d
and agreed that all should be quiet E the
commissioners will go on with the works, If
this is not promised more trouble is ex-
pected. The laboring men consider it a
great victory.

BRADSTREET’S TRADE REPORT.

New York, Nov. 24.—Bradstreet’s to-
morrow will say: Bradstreet’s estimate of
domestic wheat available for export. during
the remaining months of the cereal year in-

dicates that two million bushels of wheat
will prove' available for export weekly, if
needed, notwithstanding our having export-
ed more than 80,000,000 bushels to the
middle of November. The exports of wheat
and flour as wheat, both coasts, this week
aggregate 2,274,000 bushels. Contrasted
with 2,645,000 last week, 3,465,000 bushels
in the third week in November last year,
and 4,082,000 bushels in the week of 1891,
Navigation has closed at Montreal and will
soon close at Baffalo. Montreal reporte
that the Canadian cattle exporters have
had an unprofitable season. Grain ex-
ports at that port this season are 16 per
cent. heavier than last year. Business is
dull and the holiday trade is not romising.
At Toronto, as elsewhere in the ominion,
the business week has been broken into by
Thanksgiving Day, and orders are smali,
Wheat is low in price and has been moving
forward a little more freely. At Halifax
colder weather has stimulated the demand
for- drygoods and clothing.  The ' bank
clearings at Hamilton, Toronto, Montreal
and Halifax a, gate $15,680,000, 20 per

cent. less than last week but 33 per cent,

They wers | firq

" HAWAIT'S CRISIS.

—

Minister Willis Receives Visits From
the American League and
the Queen.

Admiral Skerrett Recalled Because
He Attended an Aunexa-
tionist Ball.

8anx Francisco, Nov, 24.—Advices from
Honolulu, dated 16th inst., say that the
main change in the political situation in
Honolulu since the Australia sailed has
been one of increased strain and greater
business depression. Since his formal call
to present his credentials, Minister Willis
has not communicated officiaily with the
Government. The most significant happen-
ing which has taken place occurred when
the committee of the American league, a
newly organized auxiliary of the Annexa-
tion club, called on the new minister.
After welcoming Mr. Willis, the committee

stated : ““The members of the league earn-
estly desire that the Hawaiian islands
should be part of the United States, and
with that object in view the organizition
will support the present Provisional Gov-
ernment of Hawaii and in all honorable
ways aid in accomplishing annexation.”
The address also contained an offer of
aid, if at any time the minister saw fit to
command them. Minister Willis’ answer
has not leaked out here, as the committee is
pledged to secrecy, but it is learned after
diligent inquiry and careful comparison of
the version of the minister’s remarks, as re-
membered by three members of the commit-
tee, to give the following nearly, if not
quite, verbatim report of the reply. After
welcoming the committee and speaking in
pleasant terms of his visit to Hawaii, Minis-
ter Willis said :

‘1 am an ardent American. I would like
to see the stars and stripes waving, nqt only
over Hawaii, but all over all the islands of
she Pacific, or any other territory which
would be beneficial to the United States. I
have my instructions, which I cannot
divulge, you will understand ;5 but
this much I can say, that the policy
of the United States is already formulated
regarding these islands, and that nothing
which can be 2aid or done, either here or

come here, as did Mr. Blount. I come as
an executive officer. I come to act. When
the proper time arrives I shall act. I am
sorry I cannot tell dyou when or how. I wish
you to understand, however, that knowing
the policy of the United States, I could not
have accepted the position of an executive
officer hlg it been in conflict with the prin-
ciples I hold. Americans-here will have
nothing to regret. While performing my
duty in carrying out the United States
policy, I shall not have need of aid from
you or other resident Americans.- However,
I wish to state positively that any outside
influence will not be tolerated by the United
States,”

The Provisional Government considers
Minister Willis' remarks significant, and
from other information obtained it is the
%enanl belief among Americans that a

nited States protectorate will shortly be
established over the Provisional Govern-
ment, with the understanding that a stable
form of Government be organized thereunder
within a limited périod. Some are of the
opinion that action will ‘be taken between
the sailing of the Alameda to-day and the
arrival of the Monawai on the 23d. This
opinion has been expressed on’board the U.
8. steamer Philadelphia within the last few
days. . Minister Vyilliu' delay in action,
coupled with his refusal to divalge or even
hint at officially what the policy' of the
United States ié to be has caused the politjcal
strain to become very great on both sides.
As a_consequence rumors are as thick as
bees in spring.

The Government, in consequence, has
been on the lookout for the past few days
for a threatened attempt of the Royalists to
seize the executive building, under the
theory that if they could hold it an hour the
Ugud States would support them as an
existing government.  Some of the leading
Royalists deny that any such attempt has
been contemplated. Others remained silent
when questioned. In q of the
strained conditions of affairs an extra guard
of sharpshooters was stationed in the exdeu-
tive building last night, and will be con-
tinued there with the regular troops until
the matter is settled one way or the other.
As a further precaution the Government
issued thirty rounds of extra ammunition
to each member of the citizens’ reserve
guard between dark and 12 o’clock last
night. Two cabinet meetings were held
yesterday to consider the situation. At the
t were present, besides the cabinet,
several members of the advisory council,
together with Col. J. H. Soper, of the mili-
tary, and Marshal Hitchecock, of the police
department. 5

At 11 o’cloek this morning (November 16)
President Dole paid a visit to the United
States steamship Philadelphia and was,re-
ceived with a national salute of twenty-one
guns. At 11:30 he returned and was ac-
corded the usual salute. Last Monday
morning the ex-Queen somewhat unexpect-
edly called upon Minister Willis at the
United States legation. She was accom-
panied by her former chamberlain. She
remained at the legation about twenty
minutes. Minister Willis has not returned
the call. The ex Queen’s action has created
much unfavorable comment. It surprised
the royalists as well as the annexationists.

The afternoon the vessel sailed the min-
ister of finance was to submit a statement
at the regular session of the councils, show-
ing that the favorable condition of the
finances of the government continues. The
statement shows that the cash surplus in the
treasury stands at $136,850 73, and that the
total amount of bonde sold to date under
the loan act is $167,000. This will allow
the government to carry out all appropria-
tions authorized under section 2 of .the ap-
wpristion bill, for which no provision has

n made, and will leave a balance of
$368.89 on hand, besides the cash surplus.
The minister of finance states that all cur-
rent expenses of the government 440 No-
vember 1 have been ordered paid and
that under the present favorable conditions
80on expects to largely increase the sur-
plus cash in the . The committee
appointed a short e ago to investigate
the condition of the board of education will
send in a report to the gouncil next week,
recommending a reorganization of the board.
The Inspector-General of Schools will pro-
bably be retained. The present board and
secretary will probably be removed,
1t has been learned from semi.official
sources that the reasonof Admiral Skerregt’s
recall from this station was because he per-
sonally attedded a ball given by the Annex-
ation club to the officers of the United States
steamship Boaton as a farewell, and to the
officers of the United States steamship Phil-
adelphia as a welcome,

There is a rumor that a quantity of

less than a year ago.

opium has been latély land here, but at
present it is not verified. Itisa fact, how-

there, can avail anything now. I do not]

Blighest of all in Leavening Power.—TU. S. Gov't Report.

Roal

ABSOLUTELY PURE
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Powder

ever, that the price of opium  has recently
fallen.

Mr. Theodore H. Davies' is still working
at his plan for a political compromise in
favor of Kaiulani.

Admiral Irwin was officially received at
the executive building on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, at 1.30 p.m., with military honors.
Upon the arrival and departure of the party
the Government band played the American
naiional airs,

A partial decision has been filed by Chief
Justice Judd in the Spreckels-McFarland
case, which shows a legal leaning toward
the defendant’s demand for an accounting
The final decision - will await the report of
the Master in Chancery.

The agitation for the removal of the
Royalists from office will probably rest in
abeyance until someshing definite is heard
from Minister Willis.

In the course of an interview Minister
Willis declared the first part of the
reply he made to the American lesgue
should be qualified to *‘He would like to see
the stars and stripes waving over,” ete,,
under *‘proper conditions.” He denied ever
having said the result here would be such
as ‘“‘Americans would not regret,” and
added that ‘‘nothing would be done nor
would any action be taken until he again
heard from Washington City sfter the Ala-
meda left.” He said this at 2:30. The
steamer sails at 3 p.m. His last words
were that any trouble precipitated on
either side would be stopped at once by the
United States forces.

When his attention was called to a dis-
patoh saying the ex-Queem would be re-
stored he declined to express an opinion.
}tkia believed here that the dispatch is a

ake,

At the last moment the Provisional Gov-
ernment declares they have no further in-
formation, but are certain they will be able
to maintain peace.

Just before the Alameda sailed from
Honolulu for San Francisco the Honolulu
Commercial Advertiser issued an extra
edition containing a dispatch dated Wash-
ington City, Nov. 2, which had been pub-
lished in an Auckland, N.Z. paper on .No-
vember 4, received in Honoluln by the
Alameda. This dispatch stated that Presi-
"dent Cleveland was preparing a message to
congress advising the restoration of the
monarchy in Hawaii. Minister Willis,
upon being shown this dispatch, refused to
say anything in regard to it. The belief
seems general in Honolulu that the dispatch
is unfounded.

The Hawaiian Star, in an editorial under
the caption of ¢ Time for a nse,” says :
It is now over ten months since the Provi.
sional government of the Hawaiian islands
asked the American government a fair ques-
tion, and yet there has been no answer for
nearly a year and for no obviéus cause, and
the people of thesé islands have been kept
in a state of constant suspense, which has
been, and is yet, detrimental to both busi-
ness and immigration. Even the
coming of Minister Willis has not
thrown any light upon the matter of an-
nexation. We submit that this reticent
policy on the part of the United States has
been and is unfair and unjust to the Gov-
ernment and the people, and especially to all
American interests in these islands—inter-
ests that have the right to look to Wash-
ington City for a ready ear and a helpful
hand. We submit that every day which is
allowed to pass without the announcement
of Mr. Cleveland’s policy is another day
which adds to the semse of injury under
which all people of Hawaii are amarting.
Let us have an end of this business soon.
That is common hope of royalist and an-
nexationist alike.

SUPREMACY IN SAMOA,

Great Britain Likely to Control Matters on the
Islands of the Group.

Sax FrANC1S00, Nov, 24.—If the news re-
ceived by the steamship Alameda be correct,
there is likely to be a change in the controll-
ing interest of the Samoan islands within a
short time, and the English will succeed
Germans in sapremacy there. The Samoan
Herald states that a syndicate has
been organized in Australia, with Sir
Robert Stout at its head, whose intention
is to purchase the plantations and other
perty of the Deutachen Handels and
lantagens Gesellscheft in Samoa. Re.
garding the proposed purchase the Herald
says: “It will be in the recollection of
many that less than 10 years ago a sale to
the New Zealand Government was on the
eve of being completed, but was frustrated
by the late Theodore Weber promising the
company to demand a sum enormously in
excess of the amount offered by New Zea-
land, and arousing the fdelings of interna-
tional jealousy, by stating that the pro-
purchase was of a political nature,
the ulterior object In view being the an-
nexation of the islands to New Zealand.
*‘ Probably the shareholders have more
than ence since then bitterly regretied that
the New Zealanders’ offer was not accepted,
for the balance sheets of the company year
after year have shown a heavy loss. Should
the present rumor be well founded, and the
sale actually take place, the event will be of
the very greatest importance to Samoa. The
estate of the German firm practically con-
stitutes the entire German interest in the
country. Th- enormous capital which has
been expended in the acquisition and de-
velopmeut of that estate and been carried
on by G ddefrol and his successors, really
entitled German to claim a preponderating
influence jin the isluuds.
**Various circamstances have contributed
to limit and restrain that influence, but
even now the material commercial interests
of Germany in S8amos is greater than British
and American interests combined. How-
ever, if the firm which has made and con-
trolled 8o much of Samoan history should
withdraw and its place be taken by an En-
lish or colonial company or syndicate,
oglish interests and influence would so
enormously increase as to dwarf into ut-
ter insignificance all others, and there is
little doubt that such an acquisition
would bring annexation within a meas-
urable distance. It is only for such ma-
terial interest in Samoa as the property
which she actually owns in the country,
mh;ch lll;:. caused Germany to ta‘kieh 80
e a share Samoa’s politics and his-
tory. To heri&n ﬂlﬂdl are of no strata-
getical importance. The disposal of the

property, therefore, means the practical ex-

—

have no doubt that when these commercia]
Interests disappear, as they would on the
property being acquired by an English com.
pany, the official circles in Berlin would
8'gh a great sigh of relief at such a ha
solution for Germany of the troublesome Sj.
moan difficulty.” -

NELSON & FORT SHEPPARD R R.

The Government Notified of Its Completion—
Service to Begin December 1 Next.

Major C. T. Dupont, president of the Nel.
son & Fort Sheppard Railway, has notified
the Provincial Government that that road jg
completed and is now ready for inspectiop
aleo that service will begin on December 1,
Major Dupont has just returneq from
Spokane and an inspection of the line. The
road has been made & first clagg work
under more than ordinary difficulties, The
lateness of the spring and the early setting
in of winter seriously retarded the work
and made it more costly. The terrible
financial depression in the States rendered
it difficult also to negotiate the bonds of the
line. Notwithstanding all these drawbacks,
Mr. Corbin has built a magnificent road of
some sixty miles in length, and has carried
out his contract to the letter. The bridge
over the Pend d’ Oreille is a steel cantlilever,
the central span of which is 250 feet in length,
The balance of the work is equally good.

Major Dupont says the line is completed
to the height on the outskirts of Nelson and
to Five-Mile Point on the Arm. It will be
built along the beach to a connection with
the C.P.R. line in the spring. The road
will be operated from December 1, and it
will be possible to leave Spokane at 7
in the morning and reach Kaslo at the
same hour in_the evening. This will be &
boon to the Kootenay lake people, and will
enable them to travel and send and receive
freight quickly and cheaply during the
whole of the winter. Major Dupont claims
that the company have curried out their
contract with the Province in every respect,
and this, too, in the face of what many be-
lieved in this year of depression to be insur-
mountable obstacles. -

ARBITRATION CORRESFONDENCE

Contents of a Recently Published Brit-
ish Blue Book—Interesting
Papers.

Why the U. S. Wounld Not Be Parties to
the Publication of the
Documents.,

Loxpox, Nov. 23.—A British blue book
concerning the Behring Sea arbitration
came out to-day. It consists mostly of
notes from the Canadian Minister of Mar-
ine and British Agent at the arbitration, to
Lord Rosebery, Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, of a narrative of
the progress of the proceedings and
protocols and abstracts from the reports
of the proceedings. The only new docu-
ments ara notes of minor importance by Mr.
Tupper and Hon. John ,\W. Foster, Ameri-
can agent.
Inone of the notes Mr. Foster denies
that the question of expense caused
his withdrawal from the joint ar-
rangement for daily shorthand re-
ports of the proceedings. Mr. Foster
gave as his sole reason for the withdrawal
the fact that U. 8. connsel found the re-
gort- 80 incorrect as to be nseless, while the
urden of revision would have been a terri-
ble tax upon the time of the Americans.
Mr. Foster says he cleared up this matter
because the London dailies made such mis-
leading statementa as to the action of the
Americans, The statements have remained
uncontradicted untilnow. Mr. Foster’srefusal
to participate in the joint srrangement, was
dated April 18. As late as August 8th,
however, Mr. Tupper wrote to the president
of the Tribunal, Baron de Courcel, usking
that the arbitrators declare that the United
S:::iu mutth bear their share of the cost of
producing the papess. Mr. Foster wrote
Baronde Courcel that the United States could
not agree to the extraordinary request to
PRy for reports of which no copies had been
received by the United States counsel, and
which were produced without the assent or
supervision of the United States. Baron
De Couroel referred the question to a pri- J
vate meeting of the arbitration, who de<
clared themselves incompetent to examice
how the cost of the reports ought to be
defrayed. The Blue Book closes with com-
plimentary letters from Lord Rodsbery to
the ais of Dufferin, British Ambas-
sador in Paris and all the British officials
engaged in the arbitration.
LSRG

SPAIN IN AFRICA.
Arrangements Made t«—ps—top Further Fighting.

LoxpoN, Nov. 24 —The Madrid corres-
pondent of the Daily News telegraphs as
follows: ¢ To-day (Thursday) General
Macias had an  hour’s interview with
Muley Araaf outside the Spanish lines at
Melilla. Araaf renewed his friendly assur-
ances on behalf of the Sultan, and made
proposals to stop further fighting, offering
guarantees for the good behaviour of the
tribes. The Government will reply to-
morrow.”

This N!?{ﬂnt often arises from Dys-
as well as from C%nsﬁp&ﬁon,ﬂaredi-

Taint, etec. Good blood cannot be
y Dyspeptic, and Bad Blood is &,
Pprolific source of suffering, causing

BOILS, PIMPLES, BLOTCHES,

Eruptions, Sores, Skin Diseases, Scrofula,
ete. Burdock Blood Bittersreally cures bad
blood and drives out every vestige of im-
pure matter from a common le to the
Wworst scrofulous sore. H. M. , of
Lindsay, Ont., had 53 Boilsin 8 mont.haﬁbﬂt
‘Wwas entirely cured by 38 bottles of B.B.B.,
and is now strong and well. ‘Write to him. ¢
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