
TrHE COMMERCIAL.

Zbe commnercial
W'1INNPEG, AUGTJST 5, 1884.

SOLID BUSINESS BUILDING.
Tiiere cati be tio better proof of a city

being in a safo and pronuising, if not rushi
ing condition, thanl the Crection of Valu-
ablo and solid buildings tlierein. Duriing
the fail of 1881 and suininir of 1882 ai
largo inuinber of buildings o! every de-
scription ivoro crected ini Winnipeg, but
it was a fact to bo regretted, tlîat with
few exceptions they were of a flin)SY de-
scription, and inore like the makeshtift of
a noiv frontier town, titan the structures
fitted for a growing commnercial centre.
Indeed, wany of thein îvcre o! a mnost
de- erous description, that shiould neyer
have been tolerated. hore, and have contri-
buted iuuch toîvards inaintaining the
high premiumus on firc inls"lr.lce, îvhici
have been s0 burdenFrme upon the trad-
inig coininuiiity of the City. Yet tliese
buildings only illustrated the state of
trade here. They were purely teinpor.
inry structures, as dangero us by titeir ex-
istence as tho inflated state of afihirs
which broughit thent into construction and
use. Such. structurez canurit be expected
te imiprove witiî age like wviiskey, aud
whio those wvho have tenanted titein dur-
ing the years, niay have remiaining a littie
of that feeling which the prosperous iin.
Migrant, ha% teovards the old boat that
earried Iitai over, no ene iz really sorry at
tho itope of tieir early disappearance, antd
ail are moreo or lem pleased titat the work
o! replacing theni îvitî iore substautial
structures bas connnenced ini real earnest*

As the buildings of two years ago illus-
trated the unsafe condition of trade then,
se tite substantial ones, being- erectcd titis
sunimer, illustrate tue solid state of every-
t.hing connected witlî titis city's pregrress.
Aîter the trying year whicli ve htave
Passed througli, it inight be c-xpected that
few people îvould be prepared to enîbark
in constructing expansive and soiid husi.
ness buildintgs itere; yet, strattge to say,
1884 wvill sec inore substantial structures
for purely i-cercantile purposes erected
than any previous year o! Winnipeg's his-
tory. As thte îvortltless atîd unsafe trad-.
ers have been îveeded out durilig the past
twe years, s0 htave the utîdesirabie ciass o!
property- owners, and t1tose left are mot
slow ta disceru that trade recoverîng auîd
being rebuit upon a sound basis requires,

aud ivili psy for, buildings of a substan-
tial character, îvbile it could mot possibly
go alîead witlî equal strengtli iii the shieds
sud boxes it lias hitherte been csrried on
iu.

Only the trader, îvho lias for years paid
muinous insurance pretniiums, eau fully ap-
1)reciate the advantagcs conferred by
haviîtg good, and contparatively fire.proo!
preinises ini wlîich to carry on business.
Fire insurauce, witilo it is a precautienary
tuovo titat slîeuld be adouted by every
lttn caryîtîg a stock, is at tites quite a
burden te carry, and once our lending
streets are lined îvith good brick sud
atone structures, aud the old fire traps
retnoved, xîo oue 'îo hias not gone came-
fuiiy inte figures upan the subject, cani
iiagitie how mnucli our witole trade struc-
ture wîill bo relievedl frot a land, atîd wltat
an anieunt of extra security ivill bu in-
fused inte its every avenue. Iu the item
o! lire insurauce preiiiiuni reduction thete-
fore, it pays batu tenant snd property
oivner te have solid axîd flre-proof build-
ings.

But there is another point wviici pro.
perty owners sud builders do net take in-
te consideratien as fully as they ouglit.
Agents o! loau cempattiez lime htave been.
cotnplaining of iste that the field for loans
on City mciii estate is nîiucl more liniited
titan it ougbit te be in Winnipeg. Thora
are, noc doubt, a nuinber of reasons for
titis, but eue very pewerful ene is that
they do net came te advance nioney on
niany o! the firo tmaps îvith which the City
aboureds. Tt does seem unreasouable for
Tmu 00M.MnnCIAL te have te quota week
after îveek 10 per cent for seine loar.s ou
city reai estate, or, iu fact, upou auy ment
producing propcrty. «Yet, titere are inny
properties on wlîich it Ian couipany
îvonid let ont funds, eveu at titis advantced
figure, atîd ait ewing te thc flumisy nature
of tue structures tiiereon. On a lot !Î0 by
100 feet a solid brick or dtame building
eau bo construtped just as successfuily as
a wvooden fire trap, aud yet tue lot itsei!
is o! value in procuring, alean îvith the
foi-mer upon it, aud utterly valuces with
tîte latter. For instance, on s uiewiy coni-
structed solid bric block, îvhich is an
orniaineut te 'Aain street a lin Nvas inade
a fewv days ago, at 7 per cent. intere.it, aud
the miter ltad nec difficulty in procuring
funds at titis rate freont a cottîpamîy îhich
wouid not advance a dollar at 10 per
cent. on some buildings in this city. 'rbis
is certainiy a powerful eeononiy argument

te property owners, a:îd eite they -would
do iveli to psy attention te.

But when ecouoniy is brought iute tue
field thora is no argument caui bo brought
against constrecting solid buildings only.
A flitnsy ivooden structure, bringing oven
20 per cent. meturn it nnouey itîvested,
ivili not st longer thaîx a dozon te ftftceu
years, sud iii ail probability in less than
fivo its retura, iil! bo greatly diiîinitied,
wije a solid brick or atone structure,
yielding only 10 per cent. retumus ivili in
aIl probabibity yieid that sud tuore te the
graudchildren of its constructer, slîould it
descend iii regular mutiner. \Ve want
plenty of sueit soiid structures in Winni-
peg, and it is to bc itoppd titat wit.hin a
very fow years, every tire trap on our
lezdiug business streets ivili bo replaced
by a brick or stoe building ; or, if any
are thon in existence, tlîat tlîey illh be
tenautiess monumients o! short-sighited
investmnent.

MANITOBA GRAIN INSPECTION.
.As the harveat draîvs near tic question

o! inspection of Manitoba grain cornes up,
sud becomes moreo imiportant cvery day,
It is now admtitted on ail sides that tue
gain expert business o! the province re-

quires sotne kind e! erganization, liaving
growln te such proportions as te be beyond
tue manipulation o! a few buying orgai-
Yation;, who niay have securcd an early
foothold liere. The-e is ne niovenient
whiclh iili !urnish a better fondation
onl îhiehl te build future organization,
titan the establishint o! a rigid systeni
o! inspection snd grading o! grain raised
iii the province and Northwest. Hitherte
grain lias been shipped out ef the country
ivithout grading, or gradcd in transit u~t
Duluth, Minneapolis or soute other point,
sud tîtere stored sud inixed in te saine
bin îvitl the products o! othmer places,
sud aîterwards sbipped themefronu as
Dulutht or Mitnneapolis No. 1, No. 2, or
-vhaýever it nuay have been graded. In
titis mianuer the individuality o! Manitoba
as a grain growing province lins been e»t-
tirely lest, sud any mnerits lier produets
were possesscd of, have been credited te
otber places. Witli an estimaýted surplus
o! net less than 5,000,000 bushels front
the crop o! 1884, the Nortliwest is cer-
tainly ini a position uowv te stand or fal
by its own grain, and the opportunity o!
its se doit)- cani oniy bc had by the fixing
o! grades, snd appointaiient o! a local
inspecter or inspecters. Arrangenients
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